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Chair
Vice Chair
Recording Secretary
Assistant Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Assistant Financial Secretary

Leadership Team Members at Large:
Matt Hernick (three-year term)
Troy Lubbers (renewing for another three-year term) 
 
The following Leadership Team members are continuing in
their previously-elected roles:
- Heather Carlson (two years)
- Suzanne Dahl (one year)
- Harley Schreck (one year)

The nominating committee is comprised of seven
members. Vote for seven. (one-year term)

____________________________________________________ Leslie Smith
  ____________________________________________ Brian Turnquist

___________________________________ Cindy Jahnke
___________________________ Carl Nelson

____________________________________________ Dennis Jezierski
________________________________ Jennifer Turnquist
________________________________ Brenda Anderson

________________________ Janelle Knutson

Mary Kodet
Dorothy Larson
Janice Schreck
Jan Torkelson

2022 -  2023 SLATE OF
NOMINEES
The Nominating Committee has prayerfully nominated a slate of
candidates who are eligible and willing to bless Elim by serving in these
roles.

CHURCH OFFICERS

Glenn Champion
Brian Hill
Jill Jezierski
Matt Knutson

LEADERSHIP TEAM AT-LARGE
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Rod Tyberg
Kristin Wilson
Jeff Wilson



In March 2022 (the final month of our fiscal
year) we hit the two-year mark of the
community effort to stop or slow the
spread of the COVID-19 virus. I am thankful
for the way our Leadership Team and
congregation were adaptable over these
two years to respond to the situation given
the information we had at the time. I am
hopeful that we will continue to learn as a
church and as a society which policies
were effective and which were not. It was a
community effort and it took all of us
paying attention to our behaviors and daily
patterns to “slow the spread”.

But we know that the effort to lockdown,
mask up, and vaccinate negatively affected
our church, our businesses, schools, and
home life. Sometimes tensions over policy
decisions were overwhelming. I’ve been
grieving the effect that locking down had
on our church and especially our elder
members. This wasn’t the retirement you
had planned or the golden years you had
expected. You have had to quarantine
away from your children and
grandchildren. This was the second
consecutive year that many of you did not
attend in-person worship gatherings,
Sunday classes, or even your precious small
group events – all experiences I know that
you cherish and love. 

Paul Stephen Olson

There have been significant losses
during this pandemic, not least of all
our mental health and for some of us
our vigor and zest for social events
including the church. We’ve lost friends,
family, and loved ones. We should
engage our grief and mourn with
others because it's natural and healthy. 

In his 50th anniversary report about
Elim, A.J. Wingblade wrote about the
way in which the 1918 pandemic (aka
Spanish Flu) shut down the city of
Minneapolis including church services
for some months. It must have been
just as hard and traumatic for those
faithful Jesus followers to refrain from
doing the thing they loved to do -
gather for worship and fellowship.
Olivia Johnson who had attended
Bethel Academy (class of ‘13), worked as
a nurse helping soldiers at Fort Snelling
and traveled to the Philippines as a
missionary. She contracted and died of
the 1918 disease while on furlough here
in Minneapolis. She was one of the
most well-known casualties of the 1918
pandemic from the Bethel community.
These are just a few examples of how
we can know that we are not alone in
these times of suffering. 
 

“One thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead, 

I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” 

Phil 3:13–14

Lead Pastor
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https://bethelatwar.org/suffering-loss-making-meaning/


Late in 2021, a second ‘Delta’ wave hit our
country. It was a hard reality to swallow
and our hopes of returning ‘normal’ were
dashed. In some ways, even though Delta
was less severe, it was more devastating in
its effects as it spread to more people
while vaccinations became less effective in
preventing infection. As we passed into
2022, a new more transmissible but less
deadly variant Omicron emerged,
effectively eradicating Delta but still
causing hospitalizations and serious illness.
Omicron peaked in January and quickly
subsided in late February. 

This past March as the Omicron virus
subsided, we hit a two-year milestone of
having more than 100 in-person
worshippers and around 30+ live online
viewers (representing about 50 people). 

Our pre-pandemic attendance was around
150-200. We reopened Sunday connections
and the youth group continued going
strong (now between 20-30 students each
Wednesday). Like our congregational
gatherings in March of 2022, the youth are
no longer wearing masks as they gather for
games, worship time, and Bible learning.
Another milestone was that even though
we were restricted from meeting in person
in 2021-22, we surpassed the previous
year's giving amounts (digital and plate
offering), while at the same time
surpassing (unfortunately) a new amount
for regular building expenses for a given
year. Thank you, Elim for showing up,
giving and participating!

These milestones are important to
remember as we bounce back from our

pandemic experience as a church. Elim
is a strong and stable church
community. We shouldn’t be dismayed
or disappointed. Can we take this
moment to count our blessings, pick up
the pieces, and move forward together?
Can this be a learning experience where
we are more bonded and committed to
one another than ever before? You are a
survivor, whether you feel like one or
not! There is much more work to be
done!

The overall trend of online-only church
‘attendance’ is concerning to me.
Christianity was never meant to be
experienced on a smartphone screen or
through a tv set. While it has been a tool
for keeping us connected as we
quarantine or travel or meet needs at
home, following on social media and
streaming services are not the core of
what it means to follow Jesus. Rather, it
is the gathered body of Christ who loves,
hopes, believes, discerns, and grows
together.  While we will continue to
offer these ‘tools’ for people to stay
connected and even make efforts to
improve them, this will not be where we
focus our most precious energy. 

Three key initiatives for this next year
are rebuilding our children’s ministry,
our financial health, and improving our
Sunday morning worship experience for
guests and regular attendees. Our
outreach to those with needs for
housing and basic needs like food and
clothing will continue to evolve as we
work with the resources and volunteers
God has provided and as we are able to
do the work safely and effectively. 
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Children's Ministry: Heather Olson and Anissa Lubbers as well as other volunteers
played a critical role this year in re-opening the Children’s ministry. They were
adaptable and flexible and most of all did it with love and compassion. We look
forward to welcoming a new Children’s Pastor, Kari Nelson! Let's surround Kari with
our support, our volunteer hours, our prayers, and our encouragement! 

Financial Health: Is your financial house in order? Would you consider taking a class
like Financial Peace University? If you are interested, please email the church office.
As a whole church, our Leadership Team has decided to take some steps to improve
Elim’s overall financial health this year. Our goal is to build up some cash reserves
instead of living month to month. 

Sunday Morning Worship: Lots of important pieces go into making our Sunday
experience as impactful and engaging as possible. We have to be more intentional
to provide guests with a comfortable first-time visit that is not overwhelming nor
underappreciated. We need greeters and ushers! We need help in hospitality roles
like setting out coffee and food for the Gathering at 9 am. 

We want YOU to come alongside us in these rebuilding initiatives for 2022-2023:

In February, through our times together, we began to focus on “Discerning God’s Will
Together”. This is a process whereby we all come together ready to be challenged and
changed by the Holy Spirit and to agree to allow the work to be done in us. In this
process, we pray prayers of repentance, submission and indifference. Like Jesus said as
He agonized in the garden, proclaimed, “not my will but yours be done!”  In the end, we
want to love our city into the arms of Jesus Christ! We want as many people to
experience the grace and mercy of our Lord! We want to be grounded in God’s Word,
we long for God to heal us, and to break down the strongholds that exist in our lives
that keep us from glorifying God in our everyday lives.  These are the goals that allow us
to leave the past behind and push us on toward the heavenly prize! (Phil 3:13-14)

I look forward to these next months together with you. I am anticipating that It’s going
to be a time of connection and growth. Please pray for the new members of our
Leadership Team as they begin. Please pray for your pastors. Please pray about what
role you might play, and turn those prayers into boldness and real-life action steps for
God’s glory. 

Thanks for reading!
Pastor Paul Stephen Olson, Lead Pastor, Elim Church



We must all RISE UP to seek God for the future of Elim Church. Only then can we act and
walk in the plans He has for us! Let us all remember His goodness and then serve
faithfully with all that we are and all that we have, demonstrating our love for Him and
for one another.  

Let’s also recognize that we are the family of God - under His divine rule. Jesus left us the
perfect example of building people up and being creative in finding ways to work well
together as a church. We are blessed and called to share those blessings with others who
are hungry for God’s Word. Let’s reach out and walk in the footsteps of our Savior.

God is calling us to do great things! Let’s accept the challenge and embrace His calling
for Elim Church with fervor, wisdom, and humility.  

Leadership
Team Jill Jezierski
I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for accepting and
allowing the Lord to use me as a member of the Elim Leadership Team for six years, the
last three as Church Chair. It has truly been an honor and a wonderfully humbling
experience for me. I’ve appreciated the wise counsel I’ve received from many of you on
how to move Elim Church forward during this challenging time. May the good Lord
reward you greatly!  

I want to personally thank those who have served on the Leadership Team. I am grateful
and humbled to be part of this strong group of leaders and am very excited for the future
as they continue to move forward under God’s direction. I also want to thank Pastor Paul,
Pastor Becky and Elim’s staff for effectively leading us into position for a sound future.
What a blessing!
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Rise Up, Elim Church
Just a few thoughts as I close my term at the end of April ...

“Faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today
- to love the Lord your God and to serve him with all
your heart and with all your soul.” Deuteronomy 11:13  



Pastor of
Congregational Care

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 
and especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 

(Galatians 6:10)
 

Becky Hanson

ElimCare
 ElimCare’s mission is to oversee the
nurture, care, support, and fellowship of
the congregation by serving as the 
 hands and feet of Jesus. We do this
through compassionate and personal care,
encouragement, and support to individuals
and families in need of someone to listen;
be present; tangible financial,
transportation, food needs; and pray. Many
volunteers work alongside the pastors to
empower ElimCare as it provides deep
availability and level of care. 

2021-22 continued as a year with the
COVID-19 pandemic impacting our being
together, worshipping in the same space,
and in-person gatherings. As soon as Elim
made this transition in March 2020,
ElimCare developed opportunities to serve
and sustain our membership during what
proved to be a two-year-long period of
isolation, sickness, loss, and death. The
team intentionally accomplished this by
connecting through phone calls, letters
and handwritten notes, visits when
appropriate, and prayer.

Prayer happened across the church as
attendees gathered online five days a week
to pray at noon. The prayer group
seemingly developed into a small group 

The prayer shawl ministry grew quiet as
the care facilities and hospitals closed
their doors to everyone except entering
patients. We praise the Lord that no one
from Elim died from Covid.

Funerals were held online and in-
person as we grieved the loss of four of
our beloved brothers and sisters in
Christ this year. 

The congregation added two beautiful
baby boys and we celebrated baby
showers in-person as well as online. 

as we held those from the congregation as
well as world events before the Lord. 

But ElimCare was persistent and
innovative. To make this work those who
were suffering from medical issues would
periodically attend the online prayer time
where the receiver was blessed and
reminded that although isolated, we were
together in the Spirit! And Elim was
especially privileged to express our love! 

In an effort to connect people, Pastor
Becky led weekly online Bible studies as
well as a Tuesday night one for the younger
women at Elim.

We celebrate that our church was active
through the ElimCare team:
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Janice Schreck drafted the parameters
for activating the meal trains. The
retired nurses from our congregation
evaluated the possibility of adding a
parish nurse at Elim, providing
additional care for our older seniors.
This ministry calls for wisdom and
communication as there are numerous
liability and responsibility
considerations. 

Jill Jezierski worked with the funeral
team to rewrite the funeral policy. 

Jill and Dennis Jezierski continue to
lead the GriefShare class. They are
considering a Zoom class.

The flowers that decorated the
sanctuary during Christmas and Easter
were delivered to our shut-ins. On
Valentine’s Day gift bags stuffed with
treats and a devotional book were
delivered to the widows and widowers
by members of the congregation. 

ElimCare also administered a generous
benevolence fund to those in the
congregation, especially as congregants
were impacted by finances or illness.
The Benevolence Team consists of
Pastor Emeritus Chuck Fleming and
Nancy Fleming, Al Ingalls, and Pastor
Becky. 

Janice Schreck mobilized the meal
team was mobilized to provide 75
meals to five different families for illness
and surgery recovery and 15 meals for 2
new moms. 

During the year much of our 
communication was online as it provided a
safety screen from the transmission. As

such, some regular work of ElimCare was
furloughed including social events, baby
showers, and seniors’ events. Finally by late
February 2022 masking was set aside by
Hennepin County and the City of
Minneapolis. Subsequently, those who had
been worshiping online with Elim began to
emerge from their isolation. It was such a
celebration to come together again!
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We thank our many volunteers for their
faithfulness in serving Elim and the Lord.
Some of these names are not individuals
formally on the team but who rose up to
stand in the gap for others. Together we
made Elim a stronger community: Suzanne
Dahl, Ed and Joyce DeHaan, Pastor
Emeritus Chuck and Nancy Fleming, Lois
Froelig, Barb Gabel, Ruth Hill, Greg Howell,
Kathy and Bob Huffman, Al Ingalls, Cindy
Jahnke, Dennis and Jill Jezierski, Bonnie
Johnson, Marilyn Johnson, Patty Kelley,
Helen Kettner, Janelle Knutson, Mary
Kodet, Larry and Dorothy Larson, Shirley
Lindberg, Steve and Judy Moseman, Doris
Nolby, Heather Olson, Jacque Osborn, Jan
Paige, Marilyn and Paul Pennoyer,
Naudeanne St. Hilaire, Harley and Janice
Schreck, Virginia Thompson, Ruth and Rod
Tyberg, Mary Westerberg, Jan Wilson, and
Pastor Becky Hanson. (Please give me
grace if I did not mention you!) 

And to Pastor Chuck for his faithfulness in
writing devotions that were distributed
several times a month to those who would
otherwise attend seniors’ Bible study
together.

To God be the glory!
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Elim's
90-Year-Olds

Virginia ThompsonMarilyn Johnson

Lyle Carlson
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Those experiencing homelessness matter to God… and they matter to Elim. Here in the
Elim neighborhood, we live near those experiencing homelessness with an emergency
shelter at the church next door and the NOOC drop-in center at Elim three days a week.
We see them and drive by them almost every day. We read of Jesus retreating from the
crowds to spend time on the mountain or in solitude where he certainly experienced
sleeping without bedding on the hard ground, hungry and cold. Jesus actively lived out
compassion and love towards those in need. And through the Word, God instructs us to
also care for the poor including the homeless (James 1:27, Deut 15:7-8, Zechariah 7:9-10,
Galatians 2:10, James 2:1-13). But how do we do that?

Hope Avenue is a Core Ministry of Elim
Hope Avenue is Elim’s 16-year-old outreach to those experiencing homelessness as we live
out our response to Micah 6:8b: “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
our God.” The ministry is not that of social work or outreach but rather, the church caring
for God’s people who feel forgotten, isolated, and desperately in need of basic needs. In
other words, serving as the hands and feet of Jesus!

We served those in need with a large and free clothing closet, free bag lunch, recovery
ministry online, the Kidz Klozet, and The Unlimited. The numbers served ebbed and
flowed depending on the weather. But in spite of diminished numbers, we thank the Lord
that we still served 799 sandwiches in the fall quarter of 2021.

”6But you have insulted the poor. 8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture,
‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing right.” (From James 2)



Thank you to the Hope Avenue Volunteers
God has raised up faithful volunteers to meet the needs of Hope Avenue during Covid.
Today we say thank you to them and the leadership including Junail Freeman Anderson,
Derren Abendroth, Jay Cope, Suzanne Dahl, Candy Gislason, Jackie and Dean Hanson,
Brody Hed as our intern, Kathy Huffman, Kale Johnson, Mark and Lorae McKeever, Dave
Muhovich, Stephen Murck, Terry Larson, Naudeanne St. Hilaire, Kim Stephens, and Pastor
Becky Hanson.
 

Together we serve as the Lord’s hands and feet! We couldn’t have done it without you! 
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The Church has Left the Building 
When the pandemic of COVID-19 descended on the world in March 2020, the Hope
Avenue ministry immediately left the comforts and familiarity of being housed within
the walls of Elim to return to street ministry. As such Elim Preschool was blessed to use
our space unencumbered. Those days were difficult as buildings closed downtown and
the homeless lost the availability of shelter from the cold during the day. Encampments
popped up across Minneapolis and those who were vulnerable due to health issues were
relocated into hotels across the Cities. Racial discord exploded across Minneapolis with
the death of George Floyd. But because of God’s faithfulness, week after week/month
after month the work of Hope Avenue continued. God gave us purpose.

Team Ministry 
Elim has carried the vision for Hope Avenue and her volunteers have served as the hands
and feet of Jesus. It was a difficult transition for the ministry as the pandemic forced
people to stay home during quarantine and the ministry moved from serving on Sundays
to Saturday mornings. Our volunteer base diminished. But the involved volunteers led
with our values by being intentional as they made food at home, called or wrote letters
to our Hope Avenue friends to ensure they knew they are loved and missed, delivered
sack meals to people they saw on the streets, and prayed. They have chosen to be a non-
anxious presence, focusing on faith rather than fear… Spatially distanced and masked
and yet answering God’s call to be the church. 

Donations have been restarted and distributed on rolling clothing racks each week.
Heavy winter coats, boots, and gloves were the order of the day. The mats made of plastic
bags are still a popular commodity as they protect someone from sitting directly on the
elements. (Those mats are made by 90yo’s in Buffalo, are made of 500 plastic sacks, and
take a full week to make). 
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Introducing 13 new songs, 4 specials, and reviving 4 traditional hymns/choruses
The first (annual!) church retreat weekend and outdoor service at Ham Lake
Outdoor service and lunch in Logan Park in September
Relocating the Christmas Eve Service to the lower level “Journey to the Nativity” set
Elim Kids presenting their “This Is Love (1 John 4:8)” song last Easter and their recitation of 1
Corinthians 13 around Valentine’s Day

Here are just a few of the special blessings we have experienced in 2021-2022:

We end this year and start the next with a renewed focus at Elim: becoming the body of Christ. I
pray our worship will help us build community as we seek to serve God and others. 

This year we studied the basics of
faith, the book of Ecclesiastes, the
names of Jesus, and spiritual
discernment. We not only sang
lyrics on these themes but
introduced new ways of worship
and reflection like the practice of
Lectio Divina and other intentional
moments of scripture reading and
focused prayer. 

Worship

What a blessing to serve Elim another year
as worship coordinator. This season has
seen us reconfigure our stage set-up once
again, welcome back more members of
the praise team and also train additional
tech crew! Thanks to all who are willing to
serve in these important roles as we
continue our streaming and in-person
worship! 

Melanie Eslinger



WORLD
MISSIONS!
"Turn your eyes upon Jesus.. Look
full in His wonderful face.. And the
things of earth will grow strangely
dim, in the light of his glory and
grace..”

John and Elaine Mehn. Japan and
Far East (Converge):
John is on a trip! South Asia and
then Japan. Pray for safety and Holy
Spirit power at work in the training
of younger leaders in disciple-
making as well as being a steadfast
disciples.

Jeff and Barbara Chapman, Japan
(Converge):
Colleagues of John and Elaine.
Working with Japanese pastors in
Osaka, praying, and working to
reach youth. Praying for a
Disciplemaking Movement:
Recently flyered 3,000 homes with
Japanese church members, and Jeff
taught a 4-week Easter English
class. Two women heard about
Easter for the first time. Pray for a
prayer time on April 24 with a
Japanese church and others at a
community center. Prayer walking
will also start up again as people
become less fearful of COVID-19. Jeff
prepares leadership training in
discipleship for Japanese Christians
in the 

Jeff and Barbara Chapman, Japan
(continued):
region. Barb rejoices in teaching the
English Bible class, as one woman’s
questions led to three class periods
of explaining the Gospel!

Ashraf and Nivin Ibrahim, Egypt,
Florida (Converge):
Wednesday, April 13, 2022, was
Ashraf’s last session in the radiation
process, #40. Their daughter Trivina
spent overnight in the emergency
room because of numbness in her
side. They are planning a trip to
Egypt in July and August. He has
two preaching times coming up in
the Florida Arabic churches.

Steve and Nopaluck Cable,
Thailand (Converge):
Eight people were commissioned
on March 25th to go from the main
campus to re-start the Siloam
church downtown. We praise God
for the strong team that is now
serving in the downtown Bangkok
Siloam ministry. In addition, all five
of the Santisuk branches combined
to celebrate Good Friday and Easter
two weeks early. We do that to
avoid a huge local religious festival.

Carolyn Pinke
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Pam Isenhower, Indonesia
(Worldbridge Language Center):
The school, with Merro leading, leads
to the planting of churches. During
the two years of COVID, the school
went online and has prospered, with
now 135 students weekly. Now 15% of
the students are back in person. After
three years away, Pam is happy to
return on June 1st for a month, for
travel and exploration for further
service as a school. See her whole
letter and pictures, coming from Elim
info.

Jeff and Mary Ann Anderson,
Philippines and Far East (Action
International):
The beginning of the year was
challenging for us, and especially for
Mary Ann, as both of her parents
went to be with the Lord. The day
after her mom’s memorial service,
Mary Ann was in a serious car
accident that totaled our vehicle. Our
two children were riding with her. We
are grateful that each one’s injuries
were minor.. The Lord has shown his
tender mercy and provision in many
ways.

In August we have a training and
discipleship school for Gospel
workers in South Asia. Mary Ann and I
will go in August to teach for three
weeks. Many young people are signed
up and pastors are preparing for this
one-year school. 

We helped start a ministry called
All4Christ in 2013. We are planning to
break ground in February 2023 for an
extension Bible school, with a
missionary training component, on
the far southwest island province of
Palawan. The Filipinos with
All4Christ, who are pastors as well as
Bible school teachers and seminary
professors, are helping us design a
basic curriculum for this school.

Lastly, we are praying about our next
chapter of life and ministry, now that
Mary Ann’s parents are with the Lord.
We spoke recently with the field
director of ACTION Philippines.

May we also be steadfast disciples of
Jesus Christ, our Messiah and Lord!



In collaboration with parents, some wonderful volunteers and Elim staff we were
able to open our Children’s Ministry floor and welcome students back last May of
2021. We spent the summer learning Bible verses, performing skits, singing songs,
and doing lots of crafts and activities. 

One highlight of the past year was Compassion Camp at Ham Lake in August. We
learned about compassion, took a nature hike, played lawn games, swam in the
lake, and sang songs around the campfire. Some of us even stayed overnight there
in the cabins and others in tents. We finished the weekend with a Sunday Worship
service at Ham Lake with all the adults. 

This fall we held a “Trunk or Treat” and got dressed up, handed out candy, and cups
of hot chili and soup to our neighbors outside in the parking lot! It was so well
attended! 

During Christmas Rick and Beth Dischinger worked with our Pastors to decorate
the downstairs kids' park area into a new exhibit they called “Journey to the
Nativity”. We thought about the ways in which Jesus “grew in wisdom and in
stature” as a member of his family and community. Our Christmas Eve service
highlighted this special nativity experience.  

This winter we learned the Lord's Prayer in Children's Church, focused on Paul’s
journeys and memorized 1 Corinthians 13. We also learned about the Greek

16

Children's
Ministry

17

Heather Olson

alphabet and had a special message from Pastor
Paul one Sunday about those Greek letters. 

Finally, we have been blessed to have our
congregation praying for us through the Easter
Buddies program - the congregation members
choose a secret prayer buddy and left us notes
and prayed for us! 

Overall we have had a safe and fun year in the
kids' ministry! We want to say a special thank you
to Erin Hernick, Heather Olson, Colleen Knuth,
Greg Howell, Annissa Lubbers, the Campion
Family, Pastor Becky, Pastor Paul, and all the
volunteers we had this year. 



2021 was a great year for ECY, we had a Ham Lake Bible retreat with excursions to the St.
Croix river and Valleyfair, we went up to Trout Lake Camp as a youth group for a fall
retreat, there were special events like the yearly Among Us night which was loads of fun.
We grew as a youth group the past year with our highest “normal night” attendance being
27 youth.

We have some fantastic volunteers who all deserve more thanks so if you see Heather
Carlson, Brian Turnquist, Carolyn Pinkie, or Brandon Martinez please thank them for all of
their dedication, love, and witness to the youth.
 

We had a fall Sunday Connection series on the catechism, where the students learned
some more of the fundamentals of evangelism and Biblical theology.

We welcomed an enthusiastic group of 6th graders who have been having a blast and we
were able to meet every standard week (not the week of Thanksgiving or the last two
weeks in December) despite covid although we did have some weeks where we met via
zoom or with smaller groups/split up.

Finally, the Easter Buddy program was a success with adults praying for the youth, many
wrote letters or gave treats to their prayer buddies.

I am so thankful to be in the role of youth minister for this group. I have learned so much
from them and I have seen wonderful spiritual growth and maturity in so many of them.
Please continue to pray for us as we walk together towards Christ. 
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Safety & Security
Stephen Murck

18

So it's been a long year with COVID. We don’t have a lot to discuss because there isn’t a lot
going on to be concerned about security.

Security: On Sundays, it has been pretty tame, we have four dedicated individuals taking
turns every Sunday. If you see Jeff Thompsen, Brian Hill, Dean Hanson, or Derren
Abendroth–Please tell them “Thank you”.

Hope Avenue moved to Saturday mornings this past year, but have continued to meet
outside on the sidewalk. When Hope Avenue moves back into the building, we will need
additional help. I would like at least three people on staff each Saturday to monitor the
space downstairs and to vet people as they come in. I will reach out for help when that
happens. Until then we seem to be doing just fine.

Safety: We have had all the fire life safety devices inspected and brought up to date.

Elim Youth Andy Johnson



Stewards

Fire alarm system, Smoke alarms &
carbon Monoxide detectors Including
all Fire pulls and strobes
Fire sprinkler systems--both wet and
dry systems. And their interface with
the Alarm system
The Kitchen Fire suppression system.
That included a new control panel and
Ansul system.
All egress in the building includes the
functionality of all the doors.
All emergency lights & Exit signs
All fire extinguishers including a
special K-type extinguisher located in
the Kitchen. If there is a grease fire in
the kitchen use this K-type
extinguisher.

Hi all, it is always a privilege to be called to
serve in this capacity. That being said
there has been a lot going on over the last
year.

Let’s start with the Fire Marshall
inspection: This includes the list below:

All the items on the list from the fire
inspector are complete and up and
running. This includes the kitchen
equipment. We have our kitchen back. 

We need to replace the shingles on the
roof.
We have an ongoing issue with a slow
draining baptistery.
There are some chipping and peeling
paint jobs that will be needing our
attention.
We have also been discussing solutions
for the water issue going on between
the buildings. We need a way to allow
the water to drain out naturally. I will
keep you apprised of what we come up
with.

   4. We have been and will continue with 
        cleaning the gutters. And repairing 
        the soffits outside on the Madison 
        street entry.
    5. The missionary apartment is getting 
        new paint and flooring.
   6. We repaired the leaks in the skylight 
        over the gym.

Challenges for the future are:
1.

2.

3.

4.

So when I say we, I mean the whole
Building Maintenance Team. We meet once
a month. Everyone is welcome to
participate. We always welcome those that
have been here and know the history of
Elim. I couldn’t do this without them.

I want to say Thank you to Leonard for all he
does. His years of service and knowledge of
the building have been invaluable.

I would like to say thank you to all the team
members you guys are amazing. And this
building is amazing because of people like
you. 

My God Bless You All.

Stephen MurckBuilding Maintenance 2022 Recap
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We are putting a 6” pipe in the sewer to
replace an old gate valve that has been
causing backups in the preschool.
We have had the portico entry roof
insulated with spray foam insulation
We put a hoist in the boiler room to
assist with the cleaning we have to  do
every fall.

We have a lot of issues that come up that
we have been dealing with as we can.

1.

2.

3.



Mission Residency
Mission Resident: Brody Hed
Interests: Psychology, Theology, and Communal Health

What did God do through you this year?
I think that God has been revealing more and more to me the desires of my heart and
the ways in which I have been gifted. It’s been encouraging to be affirmed in my
relational skills and know that I am wired to be helping people through conversation
and “walking through life” with them. Living here at Elim has shown me the ways in
which I greatly need others…I cannot do this faith walk on my own. And I hope that
God has shown that to others through me as well.

Did the time at Elim help you?
Yes! I had not been a part of a congregation for over two years before Elim and this last
year has reminded me of that need – to be surrounded by others who can pour into
you and encourage you on your journey. I do not know what my role with Elim will be
in the future, but I know that the people I have met here and have been poured into
have changed me for the better.

What plans do you have?
I plan to continue my master's degree in counseling and work in the meantime before I
am fully licensed. I hope to someday become a school counselor but am open to
wherever this program takes me.
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Hello Everyone,
Over the past year, it has been a blessing to live in the missionary apartment on the 4th
floor of Elim Church. The space itself is beautiful, we did some bathroom renovation
and wallpaper removal projects. Every time we have new people in the space they are
surprised by how nice it is. It was great to live with other guys who are running toward
Christ. Brody and Brandon are a real treat and we have had a lot of good conversations
and memories together as a group. We have done Bible studies, and young adult
events, started ministries, gone for prayer runs around the community, served in a wide
range of capacities, prayed, and worshiped together.

I’m going to miss all of the blessings that living in a church provides, including my very
short commute to work on Wednesday nights/Sunday mornings. I will still be
attending and working at Elim so you’ll see me around. I am excited to have just
purchased a home in Fridley and I will be settling in over the next few months. We
have felt so loved and accepted by the congregation and I want to thank everyone who
blessed us with meals, mentorship, and random projects over the last year. I am
excited to pass off the torch to whomever the next group is up there and I hope we can
continue to welcome folks to serve as local missionaries and pour into them as a
congregation. Blessings

Mission Resident: Andy Johnson



Kidz Klozet is now open on the first Saturday of
the month. We have been limiting the number of
“shoppers” at a time and requiring masks. We
have a lot of great kids' clothes to offer. We could
use another volunteer for these days so we can
have an alternate. Also, we could use
suggestions to help us connect with new refugee
populations, particularly Afghans. Please call
Janice Schreck at 651-491-9273 to ask about
volunteering, or with suggestions for connecting
with refugees. Janice Schreck

Kidz Klozet

We were happy to open again after two years, and I
pray that the women will come back. It has been a
small group so far. We averaged around 20-30 women
before the virus, on the first Thursday of the month.
We are now open on the first Saturday of the month, 9
to 11:00. We are open to all women, which includes
you, women of Elim! We work along with the Kidz
Klozet which is open at the same time on Saturday
morning.

We always need help so we can keep the store open.
If you could work a couple of hours on a Wednesday
morning, we need you!!! If you are interested in
helping, please call Jan Wilson. I thank God that I can
serve in this way. I also want to thank Bev Bonasera
and Barb Gable who worked so hard over of the past
years, but are not returning this year. Will miss them.

Jan Wilson
20
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Becky Hanson

Hope Avenue 
Twin Cities
Update for 2022-2023
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We had a dream… one that captured the
vision of providing emergency shelter every
night of the week for men caught in

The Hope Avenue Twin Cities board:
Pastor Becky Hanson, MDiv Bethel Seminary, Chair
Pastor Kim Stephens, MDiv Bethel Seminary, Vice Chair
Candy Gislason RN, Treasurer
Kale Johnson, board member
Stephen Murck, board member

Hope Avenue has 16 years of outreach at Elim Church into the community of
those experiencing homelessness. Several years ago the Lord called Pastor Becky
to develop and launch a non-profit organization to provide these outreach
services daily to the North and NE Minneapolis communities. God raised a board
of directors around her that said 'Yes, Lord, we will serve you.’ The Hope Avenue
Twin Cities shelter was launched out of Elim Church but is separate and
independent. It is a Christ Recovery Ministry that provides for immediate human
needs and draws people into a relationship with Jesus Christ. Our entire ministry
is Christ-centered and holistic as it addresses body, mind and spirit.  Our
programming is solely Christ-centered and includes addiction recovery, Bible
study and guidance, and job training.  

This is a Christ-centered shelter so we will not receive any federal or government
support. We are trusting the Lord to meet our financial needs through the
generosity of His people.  Contributions may be dropped off at Elim marked for
the shelter or mailed to: 

 

Hope AvenueTwin Cities, PO Box 18478, Minneapolis, MN  55411

As of the printing of this annual report, yes, we have received our 501(C)(3)
indicating that we are an independent nonprofit agency. All contributions to
HATC are tax deductible. 

homelessness, addiction and poverty. But rather than remaining just a dream, it
became a reality when HOPE AVENUE TWIN CITIES opened a shelter for men without
housing on December 1, 2021, in North Minneapolis, 1229 Logan Avenue North,
alongside the Apostolic Church there.  
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Elim
Preschool

This year was a tough one for the whole world, but here at Elim Preschool, we had a
joyous year full of adventures, love and smiles every day! The children needed us to
keep them safe and happy, but we also needed their smiles and love to see us
through each new day.

We started our school year a bit smaller this year, as we were (and still are) dealing
with COVID-19. We have been blessed with health and no outbreaks here at the
preschool, so that has helped us stay positive. The children are busy and happy and
able to socialize with friends at a time when the world has been unsure about what
is coming next. We play outside, sing songs, dance, make messes and just have fun.
That is what our preschool is all about. We are blessed by all of your prayers and
God's love.

Michelle Espelien

2021-2022 Fast Facts
Serving children ages 3-5
60 Students Enrolled
8 Staff Members
1:9 Teacher to Student Ratio
Open 5 days a week, 8 AM- 5 PM
Licensed by the State of Minnesota
NAEYC Accredited
Parent Aware

As I enter my 8th year directing this
preschool, I am thankful. The
atmosphere here is one of joy and
happiness, with so much love and
laughter built in. It is a place built with
the love of Jesus for all the children of
the world.



Voting online only this year!
Financial report: The LT Team worked this year with an accounting firm, All in One
Accounting, that deals with churches and nonprofits. Cost: $250 a month. This has
been very helpful.
Budget Proposal (2021-2022) The amount of giving last year was less than
budgeted.
Celebration of life

Deaths: Helen Sandberg, Ethel Peterson, Kaye Stickler, Jerry Vincent, Marlys
Wallin
Baptisms: Dean Hanson, Jackie Hanson and Brandon Martinez (in the
Mississippi River!)

Elim’s ministry to Children, Youth and Families: There is a new team: Andy
Johnson, Anissa Lubbers, and Heather Olson
Membership Revision Initiative: A revision was proposed in January 2020. The
voting was delayed and will be delayed again. This initiative has two goals

Goal 1: Affiliation and belonging.
Goal 2: Representation in Governance

Election Results:
Church Officers were elected unanimously.
Nominating Committee: Cassie Champion, Erin Hernick, Gloria Metz, Jeff
Thompsen, Jim Kelley, Naudeane St. Hilaire, and Tim Bremer

Meeting adjourned at 12:46

1.
2.

3.

4.
a.

b.

5.

6.

a.
b.

7.
a.
b.

8.

Recording
Secretary Cindy Jahnke

Annual Meeting Sunday, April 25, 2021
11:15 am, Hybrid Meeting (Elim Sanctuary & Live Stream)
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Quarterly Business Meeting, July 25, 2021

Hope Avenue: Becky introduced the Hope Avenue Shelter! This shelter will be an
entity outside of Elim church that the Hope Avenue team is looking to establish in
Minneapolis. The Board of Directors for the Hope Avenue Shelter: Jay Cope (founder of
Recovery Mission), Candy Gislason (retired nurse), Rev Dr. Brian Herron (pastor of Zion
Baptist), Stephen Murck (Hope Avenue Ministry Team), Kim Stephens (Chaplain), and
Becky Hanson. The Shelter will have two sections: one with an emergency shelter for
immediate needs. The second will be an addiction and recovery center grounded in
Christ.
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State of the Church-Encouragement and Vision: There will be a survey sent out to
all members soon. Questions include: “ Name a thing that your neighbors desire to
have that they cannot get anywhere else but church?” and “What problems or
challenges do the people you know struggle with as they think about coming to
church?” These questions will form how the church leaders plan for the fall.

Quarterly Business Meeting, October 31, 2021

It is Pastor Appreciation Week: We appreciate you, Becky and Paul!
Hope Avenue: All operations occur on Saturday morning in front of the church. The
shelter has an official name: Hope Avenue Twin Cities! (1229 Logan Ave. N) It will
operate outside of Elim Church and be a privately funded, Christ-centered shelter for
men. The building will take quite a bit of renovation and fundraising is starting now.
Pastor Becky will start fundraising with Give to the Max Day on November 19. This
does not affect Becky’s leadership with Elim. Hope Avenue Twin Cities will need to
hire an executive director.
Mission Resident Team: Update from the Mission Resident Team. Their goal is to
reach out to the local community of NE Minneapolis. They are also renovating the
apartment as they live there.
Harvest Party Trunk or Treat (5:00 pm to 8:00 pm). There will be candy, food, and
music!

1.
2.

3.

4.

Quarterly Business Meeting, January 23, 2022

Budget discussion: Giving is strong, but expenses are over budget
Membership Revision Initiative: Voting will happen at the Annual Meeting
Envision Tiny Homes: Envision has raised about half of the money they need to
build tiny homes.

1.
2.
3.



Benevolence Fund Balance of Fund on March 31, 2021
Receipts
Total Expenditures
Balance of Fund on March 31, 2022

$  6,091.79
11,195.93

8,310.17
8,977.55

To individuals with Special Needs:
Living assistance /encouragement to families with special needs

 
$ 8,310.17

 

Expenditures

We are truly grateful to the Elim Family for your faithful generous contributions to this fund,
which enables us to serve in practical ways for the needs of people connected to our church
family.

Al  Ingalls

Scholarship Fund

Dennis Jezierski
The Elim Scholarship Fund was created
in 1977 and designed to provide
financial assistance to members of Elim
who are attending one of the schools of
Bethel University. Only the interest
generated by the principal funds can be
distributed as scholarship money. The
principal funds are currently being held
in a certificate of deposit while the
earned interest is transferred into a
separate savings account.

Balance of fund on March 31, 2021
American Funds-------------  17,461.00
Savings account-----------------  453.75
Change during Fiscal Year
Interest (Certificate/Savings)  19.85
Deposits---------------------------------  none
Scholarship Award-----------------  none

Balance of fund on March 31, 2022
Certificate-----------------------  17,461.00
Savings account------------------  473.60 Total Number of Giving Units: 161

Contributions include all designated funds

Contribution Amount
30
40
10
15
14
11
8

12
2
1
3
3
3
3
1
2
2
1

Number of Units
 $1 - $99

$100 - $499
$500 - $999

$1,000 - $1,999
$2,000 - $2,999
$3,000 - $3,999
$4,000 - $4,999
$5,000 - $5,999
$6,000 - $6,999
$7,000 - $7,999
$8,000 - $8,999
$9,000 - $9,999

$10,000 - $10,999
$11,000 - $11,999
$12,000 - $12,999
$13,000 - $13,999
$14,000 - $17,999

$20,000+

Giving Summary

Janelle Knutson
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Treasurer's Report

07

ELIM CHURCH YEAR-END FINANCIAL STATEMENT
APRIL 1, 2021 – MARCH 31, 2022

Wells Fargo Bank – General Fund $ 39,882.60

ASSETS

$43,733.36

DESIGNATED FUNDS

Camps & Missions Scholarships
Benevolence
Hope Avenue Designated Giving
Preschool Designated Giving
Memorial Payable
Special Projects Fund
Scholarships

$ 2,000.00
9,099.65
5,897.65

0.00
9,102.24

317.13
339.84

Employee Benefits Payable
Wells Fargo Mortgage

404.99
64,880.63

Total LIABILITIES $ 92,870.09

Opening Balance Equity
Permanently Restricted Net Assets
Unrestricted Net Assets
Net Revenue
Total Equity

 0.00
17,461.00

-83,961.17
20,422.91

-46,077.26

Total LIABILITIES & EQUITY  $ 46,792.83

Credit Cards 827.96

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Total DESIGNATED FUNDS $ 26,756.51

Dennis Jezierski
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Treasurer's Report
(Continued)

Variance
of Budget

Percent
of BudgetBudgetActual

EXPENSES
Christian Education
Fellowship & Care
Local Mission
Miscellaneous
Mortgage & Interest
Personnel
Property Expense
Safety & Security
World Mission
Worship

77.95%
102.81%

99.82%
126.56%

83.18%
101.23%
113.37%

0.00%
99.60%
57.94%

$ -3,770.98
126.29

-9.38
265.61

-796.91
3,743.92

18,518.30
-250.00

-77.63
-2,407.73

$ 17,100.00
4,500.00
5,075.00
1,000.00
4,738.35

305,000.00
138,500.00

250.00
19,392.67

5,725.00

$ 13,329.02
4,626.29
5,065.62
1,265.61
3,941.44

308,743.92
157,018.30

0.00
19,315.04

3,317.27

Total EXPENSES 103.06%$  516,622.51 $ 501,281.02 $ 15,341.49

NET OPERATING REVENUE $ 20,422.91 $  9,118.98 $ 11,303.93 223.96%

BUDGET SUMMARY FOR 2021-2022
(APRIL 1, 2021 – MARCH 31, 2022)

Variance
of Budget

Percent
of BudgetBudgetActual

Total INCOME 105.22%$ 537,045.42 $ 510,400.00 $ 26,645.42
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Total INCOME 537,045.42 505,500.00

Total CE ADULTS 3,334.45 3,300.00

600 Giving
605 Activity/Trip Income
610 Missionary Apartment
612 Missionary Donations
615 Miscellaneous
632 Reimbursement
640 Facility Contribution
646 Payroll Protection Program

Proposed Budget

451,596.95
320.00
660.00
190.00

3,645.61
769.64

27,963.22
51,900.00

474,000.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

3,500.00
0.00

28,000.00
0.00

INCOME

CE ADULTS
837 Women's Ministry
838 Resources
847 Young Adult Group

435.14
453.38

2,445.93

400.00
400.00

2,500.00

EXPENSES
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

CE CHILDREN
812 Nursery/Preschool
813 Vacation Bible School
814 Resources & Supplies
815 Relational/Appreciation
816 Administration
817 Christmas/Easter Programs
818 Leadership Development
819 Family Events
820 Community Outreach

0.00
211.03
999.35

34.21
174.00
443.15

0.00
229.57
751.82

500.00
500.00

1,500.00
300.00
200.00
400.00
500.00
500.00

1,000.00

Total CE CHILDREN

2021-2022 Actual 2022-2023 Budget

2,843.13 5,400.00



Proposed Budget
(Continued)

CE YOUTH
831 Resources
833 Activities
839 Retreats/Mission Trips
842 Relational

176.52
478.27

1,702.66
73.65

500.00
500.00

1,750.00
100.00

Total CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 8,608.68 11,550.00

826 Encouragement
828 Social Events

1,130.76
3,495.53

1,000.00
4,000.00

FELLOWSHIP & CARE

Total FELLOWSHIP & CARE

855 Elim Preschool
858 Outreach
867 NE Art
868 Arrive Ministries/SALT
869 Transform MN

3,200.00
250.00
250.00
865.62
500.00

3,200.00
250.00
250.00
900.00
500.00

LOCAL MISSION

Total CE YOUTH 2,431.10 2,850.00

Total LOCAL MISSION 5,065.62 5,100.00
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4,626.29  5,000.00

2021-2022 Actual 2022-2023 Budget



Proposed Budget
(Continued)
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998 Miscellaneous
999 Reimbursable Expense

0.00
1,265.61

0.00
0.00

Total MISCELLANEOUS 1,265.61 0.00

MISCELLANEOUS

926 Mortgage Payments 13,753.68 13,753.68

Total MORTGAGE & INTEREST 13,753.68 13,753.68

MORTGAGE & INTEREST

Total PERSONNEL 308,743.92 260,000.00

PERSONNEL

900 Building Maintenance
901 Church Equipment
902 Bank Fees
903 Accounting Fees
904 Ham Lake
905 Insurance
907 Kitchen Supplies
910 Special Assessments
911 Utilities
912 Vehicles
913 Phone
914 Office Equipment
916 Postage
917 Office Supplies
918 Publicity

46,835.21
50.52

2,945.75
6,920.00
2,564.00

15,658.22
0.00

2,476.84
65,395.58

1,242.24
1,996.26
7,598.18

898.08
2,274.70

162.72

53,000.00
500.00

3,000.00
6,500.00
2,500.00

15,750.00
1,000.00
2,500.00

62,500.00
1,500.00
2,000.00
7,500.00

900.00
2,500.00

200.00

PROPERTY EXPENSE

Total PROPERTY EXPENSE 157,018.30 161,350.00
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Proposed Budget
(Continued)

07

874 Missionary Apartment Upkeep
875 Converge Worldwide
877 Missions Special Projects
880 Chapmans
883 Converge North Central
891 S. Cable
895 Pam Isenhower
897 Jeff Anderson

107.31
1,628.00
3,915.03
3,100.00
1,200.00
3,164.67
3,100.00
3,100.03

500.00
1,628.00
4,000.00
3,100.00
1,200.00
3,200.00
3,100.00
3,100.00

WORLD MISSION

Total WORLD MISSIONS 19,315.04 19,828.00

07

953 Decorating
956 Maintenance
958 Supplies, Visuals, Copyright
960 New Equipment
961 Visual Arts

335.70
185.00

1,568.27
929.74
298.56

500.00
1,500.00
1,600.00
1,000.00

300.00

WORSHIP

Total WORSHIP 3,317.27 4,900.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 521,714.41 481,481.68

07
CASH FLOW (Positive = Add to Reserved) 24,018.32
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ELIM STAFF, OFFICERS, AND
LEADERSHIP (CURRENT)

PASTORS & CHURCH STAFF

Paul Stephen Olson--Lead Pastor
Becky Hanson--Pastor of Congregational Care

Randy Somody--Pastor of Spiritual Care
Heather Olson--Interim, Director of Children's Ministry

Andy Johnson--Youth Minister
Melanie Eslinger--Worship Coordinator

Gloria Metz--Office Manager
Kim Beck--Office Assistant

Stephen Murck--Safety & Security
Custodians--Alberta Knight, Leonard Knight, & Courtney Lee

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Heather Carlson
Suzanne Dahl

Beth Dischinger
Jill Jezierski--Chair

Troy Lubbers
Paul Olson (ex officio)

Harley Schreck
Brian Turnquist--Vice Chair

Jill Jezierski--Church Chair
Brian Turnquist--Vice Chair

Cindy Jahnke--Recording Secretary
Carl Nelson--Assistant Recording Secretary

Dennis Jezierski--Treasurer
Jennifer Turnquist--Assistant Treasurer

Janelle Knutson--Financial Secretary
Larry Larson--Assistant Financial Secretary

CHURCH OFFICERS

STEWARDS

ELIM PRESCHOOL

Michelle Espelien--Director

Beth Dischinger
Rick Dischinger

Matt Hernick
Greg Howell

Kale Johnson
Matthew Knutson

Nak Knuth

Larry Larson
Stephen Murck--Chair

Clayton Nolby
Jeff Thomsen


