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Register for the class with an email address at the address above as soon as
possible, so that you can complete all four weeks by the in-person meeting
on March 6, 2022, after the Sunday church service in Room 401. 
Start with week 1 (weeks 2-4 will be made available and an announcement
will be made). 
You won’t complete the course until you’ve finished all four weeks!

We are migrating our “E-class” to fit an online format. This takes time and a
little extra effort on our part but this class has expanded teaching and
information about what it means to be a ‘member’ at Elim and of the ‘Body of
Christ’. 

“E” in E-class stands for Elim, 
 the Ekklesia (church) and, 

 Ephesians, a letter from the Bible we reference often in the class. 

How long does it take? 
The class is designed to have 4 weeks online and a final meeting in person. By
completing all the weeks and attending in person you will receive an Elim
Church mug! 

What if I am a member already? 
If you are already a member, please take the class! 

 www.elimchurch.com/courses/e-class

How do I get started? 

I am excited to welcome you and new members to Elim through this class. It 
will cover the biblical basics of membership, theology, and values of our 
church, plus our origin stories and roots in pietism and the baptistic 
movement.

Please give the office a call if you need help or have any questions about the 
class.

U P D A T E !
I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  O n l i n e
E l i m  M e m b e r s h i p  C l a s s
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What happens in a world without strong churches with participating
members? 
What happens to Elim if we don’t have committed and involved
members?
What happens to me if I don’t express my commitment to others at
Elim? 

What’s in it for me? 
Our consumer culture tends to ask the ‘what’s in it for me’ question when
considering membership. This distorted perspective puts us at the center of
things rather than Christ and the church He gave His life for. Instead of
asking “what do I get from this?”, you may ask: 

Don’t wait any longer… Start your membership journey and complete all the
e-class sessions before our in-person meeting on March 6th by coming to
Room 401 after the service. 

I hope to see many of you there! 

Paul Stephen Olson
Lead Pastor

February 2022 |  Elim Church 3

Jo
in us

 an
d ge

t a
n El

im
 Ch

urc
h m

ug
!



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Events
DAILY PRAYER & SCRIPTURE
TIME WITH OUR PASTORS
@ 12 noon Monday -  Friday
Join us for Scripture and prayer time at
GoogleMeet
(no software is needed) Meeting URL:
https://meet.google.com/ast-cxmh-ykk
Phone: +1  401-684-3085 PIN: 724 649 481#

Every Wednesday •  6:30 pm
Youth Rooms
Enter the building on 13th Ave.

YOUTH GROUP

2/20 Jonah Knutson
2/21 Clayton Nolby
2/22 Jim Bremer
2/22 Sam Howell
2/25 Bev Bonasera
2/26 Kerry Johnson
2/26 Benjamin Smith
2/28 Greta Wilson

2/1   Archie Thomas
2/1   Jill Jezierski
2/2   Launa Lewellyn
2/5   Paul Bremer
2/6   Jennifer Turnquist
2/7   Glen Champion
2/9   Matt Hernick
2/14  Dorothy Larson
2/19 Sheila Enerson

MENS' BIBLE STUDY
Every Friday • 8-9:30 am.   Email Stephen Murck
(smurck@gmail.com). If you would like to join. He
will add you to the list of persons to whom he sends
the email with the ZOOM link.

January 18 •  7-8:00pm
Every Third Tuesday of the month
https://zoom.us/j/98924511537?
pwd=U3R2RHlwK3BoWHhpaTNXVk94eDE0
QT09
Meeting ID:  989 2451 1537  Passcode:
112233
Phone:  +1  312-626-6799  Passcode:
112233#

FREEDOM IN CHRIST
RECOVERY EVENT WITH 
JAY COPE

RE-COVERING IN GOD STUDY
Every Wednesday •  6 pm
Contact Sue Watlov Phil ips for more
details .  Enter the building on Madison Ave.

UPCOMING ADULT
CONNECTIONS CLASSES ANNOUNCEMENT

Tuesday,  Feb 22,  6:30 pm in the Library.
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING

Every Saturday •  8-11  am (currently outside)
Kidz Klozet and the Unlimited are open on
February 5,  9:30-11  am.

Beginning February 12,  the hours will
change to 8-10 am.

HOPE AVENUE MINISTRY

MORN. LADIES' BIBLE STUDY
Every Tuesday • 10 am (online only). You can join
the class by using the link or phone number above.

Connection Classes are
canceled until  the Leadership
Team reopens the classes to in-
person attendance.
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ELIM CHURCH STAFF MTG.
February 27, after the Sunday Church Service in the
Library. Preparation for Lent and Easter.

https://meet.google.com/ast-cxmh-ykk
mailto:smurck@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/98924511537?pwd=U3R2RHlwK3BoWHhpaTNXVk94eDE0QT09


The first verse of this much-loved hymn is a reminder that we are to rise up
and recall the goodness of God with our whole beings, serving with all that
we are and all that we have.

Scripture tells us …
“Faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today - to love the Lord your
God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 
 Deuteronomy 11:13

Jill Jezierski
Chair of Leadership Team

"Rise Up, 
O Church of God"

"Rise up, O Church of God! 
Have done with lesser things. 
give heart and mind and soul and strength 
to serve the King of kings."

The second verse inspires us to rise up and respond to His call by faithfully
demonstrating our love for Him and for one another. We are created by the
Father and should recognize that we are brothers and sisters under His
divine rule – the family of God.

Scripture tells us …
“Respect everyone and love the family of believers. Fear God and respect
the king.” 1 Peter 2:17

"Rise up, O Church of God! 
His kingdom tarries long. 
bring in the day of Christians all, 
and end the night of wrong."
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Last week I told Moussa in a What’s App message, “I haven’t talked to Melanie in a long time! Can

we set it up?” He responded, “Tell us what day and time and we’ll be there.” So I set a time. Then,

they called me. We talked for nearly forty-five minutes. It was wonderful! I mostly talked with

Melanie. Here is some of their news:

Moussa had moved to Abidjan to help the older daughter at university. It was easier for his

administration work and talking with language consultants. But he traveled very frequently.

Moussa shared that the evangelist David has had good contacts. David had moved back some

months ago to start DiscipleMaking Movements in his home country of Mali. One big “marabout,”

a religious leader, came to ask him for prayer. He had wanted to meet secretly, but people were

always around him. He is interested in Jesus. Right now David is in Bamako.

More recently, Moussa and his teammate Dany made a trip to Liberia. Moussa’s brother

Mamadou is working for a Christian NGO there. Moussa said, “I found thousands of unreached

Muslims, syncretistic “Christians,” and animists—deep spiritual need!” His voice broke with

emotion.

In Abidjan, as the discipleship focus is so strongly on his mind, he has started a Vineyard Church

in his home, for mostly Worodougous. He said, “One group of Worodougous who want to follow

Jesus are coming from twenty-five kilometers in one direction, and another group of

Worodougous are coming from about twenty-five kilometers in the other direction! Once they

get grounded in the Discovery Bible Studies, they will meet in their area, and many more will

easily be able to join in.”

I asked how the work among the Worodougous was going, and Moussa said, “Maman, the

Worodougous have now been reached around 5% of the people.” The disciplers are moving

ahead well among the Koyaga, the Odienneka, the Koro, the Mahou, Barala, and among smaller

peoples who have settled in the eastern area like the Koulango, Abron, Lobi, Wan, and Mona.

Worodougou Prayer Call 1.13.22

He said that one aspect of outreach into new areas, the

camps, that had done so well at first, now is fraught with

disunity. People are discouraged.

The small groups continue in many villages, but we all want

to see a much greater number reached and discipled, so

there is a strong church!

So, as we pray for the church in our land, let’s pray for a Holy

Spirit-filled push of his children among the Worodougou to

unite in love and disciple their people, their generation.

Situations in the world will only get more perilous. Now is

the time! Jesus is our hope!

Moussa’s prayer request: May Father give him good

conversations with the Seguela pastors and build unity

among them when he goes back this January.

May the name of Jesus be exalted! May the words and

actions of Jesus’ church spread a beautiful perfume

everywhere.February 2022 |  Elim Church6



Badra grew up in Sudan. Her father, a very wealthy businessman, owned a beautiful villa

where Badra lived with her brothers and sisters. Private guards surrounded their large

estate, and each of the children had their car with their own private driver. Badra was

raised Muslim, but as her father’s work took him to many countries, he was more

moderate—unlike Badra’s uncles who were all fanatical.

From an early age, Badra knew she didn’t like Islam. She saw how her uncles lived and

thought they were very hypocritical, saying, “They are Sheiks and do their prayers and

other religious duties, yet they also cheat on their wives and do many other bad things.”

When Badra was old enough, she was able to attend a nearby college. One of her

professors assigned her a research project to compare the differences between women’s

rights in Islam and Christianity. Badra believes that her professor thought she would see

many negatives on the side of Christianity and a better view of the Islamic side. She fully

committed to this project. She studied many books, including the Bible, and discovered

that in the Christian faith women have many rights. When looking into women’s rights in

Islam, she couldn’t find any. Badra wrote about her findings along with her opinions.

When she presented her paper to her professor, he became angry. He yelled at her and

tore up her papers. He demanded she never show her research to anyone, and she must

rewrite it and say nothing negative about Islam. 

Let's pray for the Jesus followers around the world who get persecuted! 

(This story was shared by Justina, a worker for Jesus in Egypt, a friend of News Service

2000 Dr. Pat.  From News Service 2000, November 2021)

Carolyn Pinke 
and the

 World Missions Team

Badra: Finding Truth
A Testimony
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I love the way the rain comes at winter’s end
hosing down the sooty earth, 
washing away the dirt that comes from who-knows-where.
 
Oh God, I need a cleansing rain in my life,
sullied as I am with the grit and grime of these dark years.
My heart is hard and crusty like patches of old snow in the yard,
my life littered with trash I don’t recognize
and dead, brown grass where it used to be so green.
 
Today I would settle for a little cloud no bigger than a person’s hand
far off in the distance rising out of the sea of this disillusionment.
 
Today, if I saw such a cloud, I would run like Elijah—loins girded,
strengthened by the hand of the Lord
in hopes that I could be there when the deluge came.
 
Warm rain, softening the hardness of my heart,
washing away the pain, enlivening this dead earth.
 
Today, if I glimpsed even a hint of such a cloud,
I would lay myself down upon the earth and bow my heart low.
Waiting for the miracle that would signal the changing of the season,
the end of this drought, the coming of spring in the winter of my heart.
 
©Ruth Haley Barton, 2008
(https://transformingcenter.org/2010/03/practicing-lent-rain-at-winters-end/)

Rain At Winter's End
“Look, a little cloud no bigger than a person’s hand 

is rising out of the sea!"  I Kings 18:44
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2022 Bible Study
In 2021 we began a month late with our annual Bible Reading plan. January
marked the end of that plan.

We have gone through the Bible three times in these past three years. Beginning
February we will begin a new Bible Study on the Psalms from Bible Study Tools.
You can download their app to your phone, or read them online at
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-reading-plan/daily-psalm.html  
The Psalms for the month will also be in the monthly Forecaster.

This plan is a Psalm-a-Day plan, so we hope that you will bring out any reference
and study material you may have in your library at home to do an in-depth study
of that daily Psalm. 

"David was the penman of most of the psalms, but some evidently were
composed by other writers, and the writers of some are doubtful. But all were
written by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost; and no part of the Old Testament is
more frequently quoted or referred to in the New. Every psalm either points
directly to Christ, in His person, His character, and offices; or may lead the
believer's thoughts to Him. And the psalms are the language of the believer's
heart, whether mourning for sin, thirsting after God, or rejoicing in Him. Whether
burdened with affliction, struggling with temptation, or triumphing in the hope or
enjoyment of deliverance; whether admiring the Divine perfections, thanking God
for His mercies, mediating on His truths, or delighting in His service; they form a
Divinely appointed standard of experience, by which we may judge ourselves.
Their value, in this view, is very great, and the use of them will increase with the
growth of the power of true religion in the heart. By the psalmist's expressions,
the Spirit helps us to pray. If we make the psalms familiar to us, whatever we
have to ask at the throne of grace, by way of confession, petition, or thanksgiving,
we may be assisted from thence. Whatever devout affection is working in us, holy
desire or hope, sorrow or joy, we may here find words to clothe it; sound speech
which cannot be condemned. In the language of this Divine book, the prayers and
praises of the church have been offered up to the throne of grace from age to
age." (Matthew Henry Bible Commentary,
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-
concise/psalms/1.html )
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The Bible Reading Plan
Beginning February we will begin a new Bible Study on the Psalms from Bible
Study Tools. You can download their app to your phone, or read them online at
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-reading-plan/daily-psalm.html

This plan is a Psalm-a-Day plan, so we hope that you will bring out any reference
and study material you may have in your library at home to do an in-depth study of
that daily Psalm. 

There are also Bible Study tools in the website (commentaries, etc.). Otherwise, go
to Bible Gateway where you can find other resources.

March 2022
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm
Psalm

53
54
55
56
57
58
59

February 2022 |  Elim Church10

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-reading-plan/daily-psalm.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/


MONTHLY GIVING UPDATE
November Giving
     Needed     $35,833
     Actual        $54,729
Fiscal Year-to-Date (4/1/21 - 12/31/21)
     Needed    $322,500
     Actual       $331,680

Elim
Church
Staff

Our staff here at Elim Church
encourage meaningful, Christ

centered relationships and
communication with all people.

Paul Olson
Lead Pastor

Extension 106
paul@elimchurch.com

 
Becky Hanson

Pastor, Congregational Care
Hope Avenue
Extension 108

becky@elimchurch.com
 

Melanie Eslinger
Worship Coordinator

melanie@elimchurch.com
 

Heather Olson
Interim, Children's Church
heather@elimchurch.com

 
Stephen Murck

Safety and Security
security@elimchurch.com

 
Andy Johnson

Youth Leader and Mission Resident
andy@elimchurch.com

Jill Jezierski
Chair of Leadership Team

jill@elimchurch.com
 

Michelle Espelien
Elim Preschool Director

michelle@elimpreschool.org
 

Brody Hed
Elim Intern and Mission Resident

broderickhed@gmail.com
 

Brandon Martinez-Luhmann
Mission Resident

bbm25767@bethel.edu
 

Gloria Metz
Office Manager

info@elimchurch.com
 

Kim Beck
Office Assistant

info@elimchurch.com
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February 2022

Sunday SaturdayMonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Elim Church
685 13th Ave NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413

Phone
612-789-3591

30

Re-Covering In God
Elim Youth

Re-Covering In God
Elim Youth

Re-Covering In God
Songwriting/Poetry
Elim Youth

Men's Bible Study

Men's Bible Study

Sunday Worship
No Connection Classes

Women's Bible Study
Freedom in Christ

Women's Bible Study
Bldg.Main.Team Mtg.

Women's Bible Study
Leadership Team Mtg

Sunday Worship
No Connection Classes
Staff Meeting

Hope Ave. Ministry
w/Kids Klozet & The
Unlimited

Hope Ave. Ministry 

Hope Ave. Ministry 

Hope Ave. Ministry

Noon Prayer Time is Monday-Friday

5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 17 18 19

20

1614 15

5

21 22 23 24 25 26

27 432128

Fax
612-789-9601

Elim Website
elimchurch.com

Elim Facebook
elimchurchmpls

Elim YouTube
elimchurchmpls

Men's Bible Study

Sunday Worship
No Connection Classes

Sunday Worship and 
       Communion
No Connection Classes

1 2 3 431
Women's Bible Study

Women's Bible Study Re-Covering In God
Elim Youth

Men's Bible Study Hope Ave. Ministry
w/Kids Klozet & The
Unlimited




