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DAILY PRAYER & SCRIPTURE
TIME WITH OUR PASTORS
@ 12  noon  Monday  -  Saturday
Join  us  for  Scripture  and  prayer  time  at
GoogleHangout  
(no software is needed) Meeting URL:

https://meet.google.com/ast-cxmh-ykk
Phone :  +1  401-684-3085  PIN :  724  649  481# 5th ,  12th ,  19th ,  26th  •  6 :30pm

Youth  Rooms

YOUTH GROUP

08 -01  Suzanne  Dah l

08 -02  Je f f r ey  Thomsen

08 -04  Je f f  Wi l son

08 -08  Je r r y  V incent

08 -09  Brenda  Ander son

08 - 1 1  Janet  Page

08 - 1 2  Pau l  Pennoye r

08 - 1 4  Glen  Bru ins

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
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08 - 1 5  Dawn  Marsh

08 - 1 5  Mary  Ha lve r son

08 - 18  Chery l  Pau l son

08 - 19  Al i ce  Bremer

08 - 19  An i s sa  Lubber s

08 -29  Dor i s  Nolby

08 -29  Naudeanne  St .  Hi la i r e

08 -29  Kr i s t in  Wi l son

Every  Sunday  •  12 :00  noon
We 've  started  a  new  Study  in  the  book  of
Mark .  You  can  join  the  class  by  call ing  this
number :  605 .313 .5815 .

SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASS

JESUS CALLING BIBLE STUDY
Every  Wednesday  •  6 :30pm
Contact  Sue  Watlov  Philips  for  more  details .

Cover 
Explanation

SUMMER SPLASH
3rd  -  10th
If  you  want  your  child  to  attend  a
Neighborhood  VBS    let  us  know  by
contacting :
Email :  deb@http : / /elimchurch .com /

On May 21st we spent our noon prayer time making a prayer visit to
95yo Kaye Stickler to remind her that we love her and are praying for
her. Our visit also reminded us that we are called to serve as the Lord's
hands and feet. We reflect on this moment of love here in August with
a hope to inspire you to join Elim as we put our faith in action!

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
Every  Monday  •  10am

You can join the class by using the link and phone

number above.

SUMMER BOOK CLUB
Summer  Book  Club :  we  have  f ired  up  a  once-
a-month  summer  book  club .  Please  connect
with  Barb  Gabel  to  sign  up .

https://meet.google.com/ast-cxmh-ykk


            ack in December of 2019 I 
            (naively) wrote: “I believe 
             God will sharpen our focus
as a church in 2020 and give us
20/20 vision… our activities… as a
church [revolve around] our
values.”

So, we greeted 2020 with open
arms looking to this decade for a
fresh start and new resolve. But, a
lot has happened since then and I
have to ask the question of us now:

 How is that 20/20 thing going?

B

What do you ‘see’? 

What ways has God given you
vision? 

How have our values guided us as
a movement of faith, hope and
love?

(see elimchurch.com/values)

March of 2020 brought us a global
pandemic. May and June gave us
pronounced racial tensions,
prolonged (but peaceful) protests
in our city, as well as one of the
most violent and destructive city-
wide riots our nation has ever seen.
With all the destruction, chaos,
disease, fear and panic – what do
we see? Is 2020 still the year of
20/20 vision?

At the beginning of Jeremiah the
prophet’s long career, God asked
this very question:

Jer. 1:11     The word of the LORD
came to me, saying, “Jeremiah,
what do you see?” And I said, “I see
a branch of an almond tree.” 12
Then the LORD said to me, “You
have seen well, for I am watching
over my word to perform it.” 13 The
word of the LORD came to me a
second time, saying, “What do you
see?” And I said, “I see a boiling
pot, tilted away from the north.”

Jeremiah’s visions began with
common everyday things (an
almond tree and a boiling pot). The
Hebrew word for almond is also
translated ‘watched’. In the almond
tree is a spiritual message of God’s
faithfulness to ‘watch’ over the
words God will deliver through his
prophet. The boiling pot was a
more ominous sign as it was
tipping away from the north,
toward the south. It meant that a
fierce army would come to the
gates of Jerusalem from the north,
conquering southern Judah and
sending them into exile. (Jer. 1:14)

What Jeremiah ‘saw’ was both
comforting and terrifying. It meant
that God was determined to
perform His word, despite the
awful atrocity of defeat and exile.
At the command of God,
Jeremiah’s vision (and his
message) was primarily a word of
coming destruction -- but with the
understanding that chaos and
turmoil will not have the final say.

God then says to Jeremiah,

-

“17 as for you, gird up your loins;
stand up and tell them everything
that I command you. Do not break
down before them, or I will break
you before them. 18 And I for my
part have made you today a
fortified city, an iron pillar, and a
bronze wall,… 19 They will fight
against you; but they shall not
prevail against you, for I am with
you, says the LORD, to deliver you."

What an amazing promise and
steadfast hope Jeremiah (and us
too) have in the LORD! As
witnesses of God’s Word, Jesus
Christ, we are made indestructible
in the face of boiling pots of water
on the verge of tipping toward
everything we hold near and dear.
As do-ers of God’s word we have
divine protection and a mandate
from heaven. We have been given
the hope of resurrection and the
joy of serving.

In case you haven’t yet, invite the
LORD into your ‘seeing’ today. Ask
the Lord to give you a vision you
couldn’t have attained on your
own. Don’t close your eyes -- 2020
isn’t done yet! Allow Christ to give
you his eyes and vision for the
world, for your neighborhood, for
your family and friends today.
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-
Pastor Paul
Stephen Olson
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His Understanding

Jill Jezierski
Chair of Leadership Team

           rust in the Lord
with all your heart and
lean not unto your own
understanding. In all
your ways
acknowledge Him and
He will direct your
paths. Proverbs 3:5-6

While all of us are
experiencing the
world’s current crises
of unrest and
uncertainty in very
personal and
challenging ways, God
tells us in Proverbs that
we have a choice… we
can worry or we can
trust Him.

I take comfort in that
choice, because I want
one more than the
other… I want to trust
Him!

Trust is defined in
Webster’s Dictionary as
“a firm belief in the
reliability, truth,
ability,or strength of
someone or
something.” In my

T mind, that means that
no matter what, I want
to turn toward God
instead of away. But, I
need help with that… so
I go to my oasis… Elim.

How about you?
Together, we can find
strength, hope and
encouragement to trust
God as we experience
new ways to worship, to
study, and stay
connected. 

As we reevaluate
priorities, let’s add
precious value to one
another’s lives.
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This summer more than ever, the kids at Elim and in your community

need the hope, reassurance and abundance of God’s love through the

unique ministry of Vacation Bible School. COVID-19 has come through

our lives like a freight train and derailed countless plans, routines, and

expectations.

We have taken a breath, paused and

prayed and with some planning, creativity

and faith, we are making VBS happen this

summer. Even though physical distancing

prevents us from having traditional VBS at

our church, we have made 2 adaptations

that will help us steam ahead with a small

group NEIGHBORHOOD experience OR an

ONLINE HOME VBS experience.

This years theme is Rocky Railway where

kids will explore Jesus Power in them and

how we can trust Jesus—not our own

strength—to pull us through life’s

challenges. The Bible Points are so relevant:

We all need to trust Jesus to pull us through these unprecedented tough times! This

summer, our church has an opportunity to meet families like never before through VBS.

Rocky Railway VBS 
“God’s Power Pulls Us Through” 

is coming this summer!
August 3rd-7th

 This VBS will be available in

person as well as Virtually.

If you want your child to attend

a Neighborhood VBS  let us

know by contacting:

Email: deb@elimchurch.com

locations: Northeast, Mpls, Robbinsdale
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Jeff & Mary Ann Anderson have been helping to
distribute necessary products to Cityview Church
BBQ. praying for a homeless woman at Grace in the
City Church, visiting 38th Street and Chicago Avenue
to pray for the Lord’s mercy, and board-up stores with
a plea to be protected. Jeff has been doing training
sessions with their new members in South Asia. Mary
Ann and her sister have been visiting their parents. 

Word from Jeff & Mary Ann
Since we cannot travel, Mary Ann and I are actively
mentoring and coaching new missionaries online
with ACTION. They are in Nepal, Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and the US. All of our ministry trips,
including: Cape Town, South Africa, Manila, and the
Philippines, have been postponed due to COVID. 

We are helping a couple small churches with their
outreaches. Cityview Church, in south Minneapolis, is
in a very diverse community. Many of their neighbors
are new immigrants. CVC is surrounded by boarded-
up and burned-out buildings but it was untouched
during the recent riots and looting. Since in-person
services resumed we have joined their worship in the
church parking lot on a busy intersection. On
Wednesday evenings we are helping CVC with a
barbecue meal provided free by churches and faith-
based organizations. Donated food and other
necessities are also being distributed when supplies
are available. People are enjoying friendly
conversations over a good meal. These conversations
are filled with words of truth, mercy, grace, healing,
kindness, hope, love and salvation. Several evenings in
the week folks from the church go out and reach out
to the neighborhood through prayer walks,
conversations and sharing the gospel. At a recent
barbecue I had a long delightful conversation with
Walt. Walt is a retired international seaman and
originally from Guyana. He knows Christ as his Savior
but needs fellowship and encouragement.

We are also helping Grace in the City Church located
in downtown Minneapolis. GTCC ministers to drug
addicts, people recovering from addictions, the
homeless, prostitutes, run-aways, people on-the-run,
and others without a church. Much of the church’s
ministry is on the streets and in nearby parks with
daily Bible studies at the church which includes a
hearty meal and friendly conversation. 

WORLD MISSION Carolyn Pinke and the
World Missions Team

Around the World: Jeff & Mary Ann Anderson
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Jeff Anderson

These activities are followed by street evangelism. I
am helping the two young pastors, Ean and Wade,
who are grads of Minnesota Adult and Teen
Challenge and local Bible colleges.

We live in cooperative housing for 55 plus year-olds. In
May I was elected to the Board of Directors for a
three-year term. Since living here the Lord has
handed us a ministry of friendship evangelism, prayer
and encouragement. Many many people ask us to
pray for their loved ones, themselves and other
situations. We are looking into starting a requested
Bible study and prayer meeting.

We also continue to assist Mary Ann’s elderly godly
parents who live in an assisted care facility. The
restrictions at their facility are difficult for them but
they are COVID free and strong in the grace of God.

Thank you so very much for your ongoing prayer and
financial support. We love you all in Christ!

---

Jeff Anderson
Action International Ministries
East Asia Regional Coordinator
Children-in-Crisis and Disaster Response

https://www.actioninternational.org/missionary/Jeff-
and-Mary-Ann-Anderson

https://www.actioninternational.org/missionary/Jeff-and-Mary-Ann-Anderson


Elim
Church
Staff

Paul Stephen Olson
Lead Pastor

Extension 106
paul@elimchurch.com

Becky Hanson
Pastor, Congregational Care

Hope Avenue
Extension 108

becky@elimchurch.com

Randy Somody
Pastor, Spiritual Formation

randy@elimchurch.com

Deb Somody
Director of Children’s Ministry

Extension 102
deb@elimchurch.com

Linda Bonasera
Children’s Ministry Admin

elimkids685@elimchurch.com

Andy Johnson
Youth Leader

andy@elimchurch.com

Melanie Eslinger
Worship Coordinator

melanie@elimchurch.com

Stephen Murck
Safety and Security

security@elimchurch.com

Michelle Espelien
Elim Preschool Director

michelle@elimpreschool.org

Carlos Martinez
Graphic Designer, Office Assistant

carlos@elimchurch.com

Jill Jezierski
Chair of Leadership Team

jill@elimchurch.com

Mark Gregory
Intern, Children's Ministry

mark@elimchurch.com

Our staff here at Elim Church
encourage meaningful, Christ

centered relationships and
communication with all people.

You can get in touch with
our staff through the

contact information below
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Sunday SaturdayMonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
26 27 28 29 30 131

2 3 4 5 876

9 121110 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Sunday Activities
Discipleship Class @ 12

Elim Church

685 13th Ave NE

Minneapolis, MN 55413

612-789-3591 612-789-9601
FaxPhone

23 24

10am Bible Study
Daily Prayer @ 12

25

10am Bible Study

Sunday Activities
Discipleship Class @ 12

Sunday Activities
Discipleship Class @ 12

Sunday Activities
Discipleship Class @ 12

10am Bible Study
Daily Prayer @ 12

10am Bible Study
Daily Prayer @ 12 Elim Youth

jesus calling bible study

Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12

10am Bible Study
Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12
Elim Youth
jesus calling bible study

Daily Prayer @ 12 Daily Prayer @ 12
Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12
Elim Youth
jesus calling bible study

Daily Prayer @ 12
Elim Youth
jesus calling bible study

26 27 28
Daily Prayer @ 12Daily Prayer @ 12

Elim Youth
jesus calling bible study

Sunday Activities
Discipleship Class @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12

Daily Prayer @ 12
29

30

Daily Prayer @ 12

Sunday Activities
Discipleship Class @ 12

31
10am Bible Study
Daily Prayer @ 12

SUMMER SPLASH!


