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Events

Thursday ,  May  16th

SMALL GROUP LEADERS MEAL

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
Wednesday ,  May  8th   •  6 :00PM-8 :00PM

FRIDAY MORNING MEN'S GROUP
Every  Friday   •  6 :30AM
 

ELIM YOUTH

May  1st ,  8th ,  15th ,22nd ,
29th   •  6 :30PM   •  Youth  Rooms

YOUTH GROUP

ADULTS

MARINERS' BREAKFAST
Tuesday ,  May  14th   •  9 :00AM  •  
Denny 's  (2045  Twin  Lakes  Pwy ,  Rosevil le)

BETTER TOGETHER LUNCH
Tuesday ,  May  7th   •  12 :00  Noon

CELEBRATION OF OUR 90 YEAR OLDS

We  are  celebrating  the  90yo  'mothers

of  the  church '  of  the  church  on  Sunday ,

May  12th  with  cake  at  10am  and  prayer

and  blessing  during  worship .

 

05-01 Cynthia Jahnke
05-02 Molly Carlin
05-03 Deirdre Gentolizo
05-04 Kyle Marsh
05-06 Nancy Fleming
05-10 Robert Huffman
05-10 Linus Turnquist
05-11 Lisa Minnema
05-12 Marlys Wallin
05-14 Lori Bailey
05-15 Caleb Venkatrathnam
05-15 Andrew Bloomquist

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

ELIM FAMILY SUMMER SPLASH
August  12-16   •  5 :30-8 :15PM

HONORING CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM
Sunday ,  June  9th  •  11 :45AM-2 :00PM
 

De�r Eli����s! 

Tha�� yo� fo
� t�e ca��s, p�a��r�, ca

��s, ca���g!

Go�n� t��o�g� t�i�, I ke�� hu���n�, si���n� a

c�i�d���� c�o��s:

Tha�� yo�, L
or�, fo� sa

���g m� so��.

Tha�� yo�, L
or�, fo� ma���g me w�o��.

Tha�� yo�, L
or�, fo� gi�

��g to me,

Th� g�e�� sa���t�o�, so ri��
 an� f�e�.

 

Wit� g�a��t��e,

Mar� L. Wes���b���

05-16 LeRoy Erickson
05-18 Nathaniel Bailey
05-19 Jeff Alvord
05-20 Dubravka Hadziefendic
05-22 Janice Schreck
05-23 Randy Somody
05-25 Laurie Damberg
05-25 Janice Berg
05-27 Jane Bremer
05-29 Franklin Nelson
05-30 Deloris Isenhower
05-30 Randal Swanson

GALA FOR HOPEAVENUE
Saturday ,  July  27th
 

Mar ion  Brunde l l
Ethe l  Pet erson
He l en  Sandberg

Kaye  St i ck l e r
Mar l y s  Wa l l i n
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Questions for the
ElimValues Statement

I

         t’s hard to understate how 

         important a process it has been 

         for me to work on Elim’s values

statement. I’ve being reading,

praying, researching, and

conversing with many of you about

these 12 values. I am excited about

the fact that my work has been

largely an effort to clarify and

categorize rather than to rewrite or

re-imagine from scratch. There have

been some important changes

nonetheless and that’s why I am

writing. 

 

This summer we are planning a 12

week series on Elim’s values that

will occur during the adult

education hour (Sunday Con-

connection Class 9am) as well as

the sermon time during the main

service. We will pick up again with

the Gospel of John starting in the

fall. In these interactive sessions we

will hear from a variety of speakers

from Elim and a few from outside of

Elim on topics like reconciliation,

spiritual transformation, grace, love,

and many more. There will be 

-
Pastor Paul
Stephen Olson

 discussion and small group times

and times where we will hear from

you. Many of you leave for various

functions in the summer and it is

our intention to record as many of

the sessions as possible so that you

don’t miss out.

 

So, let me ask a few questions. As

you think about Elim’s ministry,

what stories or memories do you

have that support, exhibit or explain

the values? Has Elim lived up to

these values? How have we

succeeded? How have we failed? In

what ways are we striving to live out

and embody these values? How will

new-comers come to find these

values a part of their life and

ministry as they join Elim? Finally,

what teaching or topics regarding

Elim’s values do you still have

questions about? What do you want

to hear about?

 

We handed out a nearly completed

draft of the revised Elim Values

statement at the Annual Meeting

on April 28. In May we will present

the final draft and in June we will

begin discussing and

visiting these values. I hope that you

will take it home and study it, pray

over it, think about it and consider

its challenge to us as the body of

Christ situated here in NE

Minneapolis. It is a great honor to

lead Elim into these next years of

ministry that I expect to be

incredibly fruitful and fulfilling. May

the Lord protect us from division

and petty schisms. May the God of

peace show us a way forward

together. May Christ write his law

on our hearts. May the Holy Spirit

wash over us and refresh us anew

for the weeks, months and years

ahead. 

 

If you have answers to these

questions above please email them

to me (paul@elimchurch.com) or

drop a note in my box. Grace and

peace, Pastor Paul
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Anja's Corner

Jeff Alford & MeiQi

What a blessed Palm Sunday we had, it was a
joyful day of seeing and reconnecting with you
and the music was awesome. I miss playing on
Sunday’s and hope to return soon, although
Pastor Paul seems to be giving me some
competition! Hat’s off to Deb for getting Anja
around the sanctuary 3 times without a major
incident, thank you. It does seem like Anja was
ready for a 4th time around though. She’s such
a wallflower.
 
The routine of February and early March left us
mentally and physically drained, with nearly a
daily routine of radiation and chemo that left
Anja dealing with sickness and weakened
immunity. That was rewarded with an 8 day stay
at the Suites at Children where she quickly got
an intestinal infection that was making the
rounds. At least it gave me a brief respite from
what seemed like a daily shoveling of snow. The
bright side is that Anja continues to improve,
her positive spirit and strength is often where
we get our strength.

Due to an insurance fiasco the CAR-T
immunotherapy treatment has moved to May
from this month. We don’t have an exact date
but have been told by the University that they
are anticipating May 6 or May 13 for admittance.
The T-cells they withdrew from Anja in January
are at the pharmaceutical company undergoing
the modifications that when transplanted will
target “her” cancer. Until then, Anja is enjoying
school, spending time with her friends and for a
couple of hours a day can just be a kid.
 
Thank you for your thoughts and prayers and
outreach. While we haven’t been able to be
there with you please know that you are in our
thoughts every day and have been so thankful
to have you with us on this journey.
 
God Bless,
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Dear friends,
 

I want to personally invite you to an appreciation breakfast for you and others who have
served in the last year as volunteers for Hope Avenue. Please plan to join us for brunch

on: 
       Saturday, May 18, 10a-12noon, here at Elim. 

We will celebrate the work that God has accomplished through you! 
 

Please spread the word, as I don't have emails or phone numbers for many of
our volunteers. 

 
I hope to hear from you that you can make it! 

May the Lord bless you richly as you live for Him.
 

Looking to the cross,
Pastor Becky

 
Colossians 3:23 says, 

 
"Serve man as unto the Lord."

For more information and to
RSVP, contact Pastor Becky at:

 
becky@elimchurch.com



MAY 2019 |  Elim Church 5

Elim Preschool
Happy Spring to Everyone! 
 
The preschool has been buzzing the last few
weeks in preparation for the end of the
school year fun and our graduation. The
children are ready to be outdoors, running
wild and free! 
 
Our Graduation Ceremony will be on
Thursday, May 23rd, at 6:00. Our theme is
"Over the Rainbow" Although it is exciting
to be sending them off to Kindergarten, it is
sad for us to have to say "good bye"... 
 
We will begin our summer session on
Wednesday, May 29th, and be in session
until Friday, August 16th. It will be our 2nd
preschool summer! The summer will be
filled with outdoor play and lots of exciting
science and messy fun. The summer session
has 48 children enrolled, most of them full-
time. 

MIchelle Espelien
Preschool Director

I think that this really shows the needs of
the neighborhood and it also says
wonderful things about the preschool. We
even have a waiting list! 
 
The teachers and I would like to thank all of
you for your constant love and support of
the preschool. For me, knowing that you all
care so much about each and every one of
us is a blessing that cannot be put into
words. 
 
As I finish up my 4th school year and am
looking forward to begining my 5th come
Fall, I am blessed by this place - this place
with all the love in the world and some of
the kindest people I have had the pleasure
to get to know. Elim Preschool is a
blessing...

The "Senior luncheon"/ "The 50+ luncheon" is
now called "Better Together Lunch"
 
The change will be effective as of May 2019. 
"Better Together" meets on the 1st Tuesday
of every month from Noon to 1:30 p.m.  We
enjoy lunch together, a short program, and
lots of fellowship together.
 
As a member of Elim Church I believe that
we as a Church are "better together".
 
I would love to have all participate with us
for good food, fun, and fellowship.
 
Kathy Huffman
 
612-406-8907

Better Together Lunch
May 7th @ Noon



           just love the church and 
           more specifically, I love
Elim Church! One of the
reasons I allowed my name to
be considered for the position
of Chair of the Leadership
Team is because Elim is a
community that has a deep
commitment to God and to His
Church. I have witnessed many
expressions of it as so many
care for people’s needs, labor in
prayer, feed hungry bodies and
souls, humbly listen, protect,
disciple and restore loved ones
with grace – all the while
depending on God’s guidance.
Elim Church is a bright light!
 
I have great enthusiasm and
anticipation for the work ahead
of us because:
 
 

AheadThe Work

Jill Jezierski
Chair of Leadership Team

I - We have the example and
guidance of generations before
us who passed down a deep
desire to trust in God and crave
the Scriptures.
 
 - I see Christ living and active in
the younger generations. They
are open about issues that are
facing our world, but recognize
that in weakness, Christ remains
strong,
 
 - Our future is in our Savior’s
hands. It is by His authority,
grace, and hope that ultimately
we are lifted up.
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MerryMakers Presents

Shirley Lindberg’s 

grand-daughter, Annika Paulson 

has presented 4 times at the 

prestigious international conference 

of "TED Talks," the last one being in 

Milan Italy!  She will tell us how it was 

she was invited to TED Talks, and about

her experiences presenting her talk

“Everything is Music.”

 

Potluck:         A-L main dish  

                         M-Z  salad or side dish

and her experience
presenting her talk:

Annika Paulson

If you have questions, please contact or call:

Harley and Janice Schreck: h-schreck@bethel.edu or 651-357-2222 

Rod & Ruth Tyberg: RodTyberg@gmail.com or 763-242-3118

A quick RSVP to your hosts is not necessary but would be helpful as we plan.

WEDNESDAY

MAY 22, 2019

@6:00PM

May we always continue to grow
in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord, and look with wonder
and excitement for the future of
Elim Church while here on this
earth!

TED speaker

Everything is Music
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We are so happy to introduce our Children’s Ministry

Intern, Mark Gregory. Mark began his internship on

Sunday, April 14th. Mark will be shadowing our

ElimKid’s Ministry Team for 4 to 6 weeks with the goal

in mind of then welcoming the children who attend

Hope Avenue to join us up in the Lighthouse on

Sunday mornings.

 

Mark will be a wonderful addition to our team. He has

a passion to minister to children and a heart of mercy

and gift of helps just to state a few of his strengths. He

comes to us, returning from the mission trip to India,

where he had an opportunity to experience God’s call

upon his life of sharing Christ’s heart with children.

 

Each week Mark will be helping to lead our Big God’s

Story which takes place between 9-10 am on Sundays

with elementary kids. He will also serve during

Children’s Church each Sunday, Summer Splash in

August, WNL, and other family special events.

 

Together we look forward to the next STEP the Lord

has for our Children’s Ministry that will include Mark

and his passion of helping to build God’s heart into

ALL the kids that come to Elim Church. Welcome

Mark!

MEET OUR CHILDREN'S 
         MINISTRY TEAM INTERN!

Come and meet Jesus as the bondage
breaker as you seek freedom from the
habits, sins, negative thoughts, and
behaviors that attempt to trap you. 
 
 
 
Sundays beginning June 16th at noon in
room 106, taught by Pastor Becky and Malik
McDowell.

Bondage Breaker

Deborah Somody
Director of Children's Ministry at Elim

“Where Kids Matter”
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info@elimchurch.com - www.okobojiconference.org

We are excited to welcome Malik McDowell
as the intern for Hope Avenue where he will
assist Pastor Becky with his God-given gifts
of administration and leadership. Malik has
persisted in completing his Bachelors at
Metro State University and plans to begin
work on his MBA in the fall. 
 
Malik is a Christ follower and baptized. Elim
is his home church, and he's excited to
serve here. He has participated in the Hope
Avenue community at different times over
the last eight years, and as a volunteer the
last two years. His area of responsibility will
primarily be with HopeAvenue on Sunday
mornings teaching, and recovery in Christ.
He will continue to serve on the team for
shelter and housing. 
 
Malik is an activator who enjoys leading and
'making things happen.' As a 'numbers man'
he will envision the landscape of the Hope
Avenue community. But numbers also play
into his life as he's the proud father of one
son and one grandson... and enjoys time
with his three siblings and six
nieces/nephews. 
 
Please welcome Malik!  [You will find wavey
hair underneath his durag (which he wears
to protect 'his up-doo')].

We will enjoy vibrant worship,
engaging teaching, family memories
and a lakeside setting with daily child

and teen activities.
Registration for the “Imagine More” conference is free and is dependent on God’s people for

freewill offerings. Several from Elim are going August 3rd-8th and are staying at Gull Point State

Park, about 5.5 miles away. Check out the website for detailed information. For now, reserve the

date. Come for all or just a day. We can carpool and certainly tent together. Talk with Pastor Becky

with any questions or comments.

Elim is traveling as a

church family to 

the Okoboji

Bible Conference.

malik@elimchurch.com

WELCOME, MALIK!
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Day 1, May 1
Judges 13:1-14:20
John 1:29-51
Psalm 102:1-28
Proverbs 14:15-16
Day 2, May 2
Judges 15:1-16:31
John 2:1-25
Psalm 103:1-22       
Proverbs 4:17-19
Day 3, May 3
Judges 17:1-18:31
John 3:1-21
Psalm 104:1-24
Proverbs 14:20-21
Day 4, May 4
Judges 19:1-20:48
John 3:22-4:3
Psalm 104:24-35
Proverbs 14:22-23
Day 5, May 5
Judges 21:1-Ruth 1:22
John 4:4-42
Psalm 105:1-15
Proverbs 14:25    
Day 6, May 6
Ruth 2:1-4:22
John 4:43-54
Psalm 105:16-36       
Proverbs 14:26-27
Day 7, May 7
1 Samuel 1:1-2:21
John 5:1-23
Psalm 105:37-45
Proverbs 14:28-29

Day 15, May 15
1 Samuel 17:1-18:4
John 8:21-30
Psalm 111:1-10       
Proverbs 15:11
Day 16, May 16
1 Samuel 18:5-19:24
John 8:31-59
Psalm 112:1-10
Proverbs 15:12-14
Day 17, May 17
1 Samuel 20:1-21:15
John 9:1-41
Psalm 113:1-114:8
Proverbs 15:15-17
Day 18, May 18
1 Samuel 22:1-23:29
John 10:1-21
Psalm 115:1-18
Proverbs 15:18-19    
Day 19, May 19
1 Samuel 24:1-25:44
John 10:22-42
Psalm 116:1-19
Proverbs 15:20-21
Day 20, May 20
1 Samuel 26:1-28:25
John 11:1-54
Psalm 117:1-2
Proverbs 15:22-23
Day 21, May 21
1 Samuel 29:1-31:13
John 11:55-12:19
Psalm 118:1-18
Proverbs 15:24-26

Day 8, May 8
1 Samuel 2:22-4:22
John 5:24-47
Psalm 106:1-12
Proverbs 14:30-31
Day 9, May 9
1 Samuel 5:1-7:17
John 6:1-21
Psalm 106:13-31
Proverbs 14:32-33
Day 10, May 10
1 Samuel 8:1-9:27
John 6:22-42
Psalm 106:32-48
Proverbs 14:34-35
Day 11, May 11
1 Samuel 10:1-11:15
John 6:43-71
Psalm 107:1-43
Proverbs 15:1-3
Day 12, May 12
1 Samuel 12:1-13:23
John 7:1-30
Psalm 108:1-13
Proverbs 15:4
Day 13, May 13
1 Samuel 14:1-52
John 7:31-53
Psalm 109:1-31
Proverbs 15:5-7
Day 14, May 14
1 Samuel 15:1-16:23
John 8:1-20
Psalm 110:1-7
Proverbs 15:8-10

Day 22, May 22
2 Samuel 1:1-2:11
John 12:20-50
Psalm 118:19-29
Proverbs 15:27-28
Day 23, May 23
2 Samuel 2:12-3:39
John 13:1-30
Psalm 119:1-16
Proverbs 15:29-30
Day 24, May 24
2 Samuel 4:1-6:23
John 13:31-14:14
Psalm 119:17-32
Proverbs 15:31-32
Day 25, May 25
2 Samuel 7:1-8:18
John 14:15-31
Psalm 119:33-48
Proverbs 15:33
Day 26, May 26
2 Samuel 9:1-11:27
John 15:1-27
Psalm 119:49-64
Proverbs 16:1-3
Day 27, May 27
2 Samuel 12:1-31
John 16:1-33
Psalm 119:65-80
Proverbs 16:4-5
Day 28, May 28
2 Samuel 13:1-39
John 17:1-26
Psalm 119:81-96
Proverbs 16:6-7

Day 29, May 29
2 Samuel 14:1-15:22
John 18:1-24
Psalm 119:97-112
Proverbs 16:8-9
Day 30, May 30
2 Samuel 15:23-16:23
John 18:25-19:22
Psalm 119:113-128
Proverbs 16:10-11
Day 31, May 31
2 Samuel 17:1-29
John 19:23-42
Psalm 119:129-152
Proverbs 16:10-11
 

Check the monthly Forecaster
for the reading plan.

 
Try reading the scripture as a
family. Read a different Bible

than you normally use.
 

We thrive as Christ followers
when we regularly dive into

Scripture.

(612) 789 - 3591
becky@elimchurch.com

You can still get on pace
with others as we read

through the Bible over the
next year. Start today and
don't worry about catching

up.
 

You can join us on Mondays
at 10 AM in the lounge to
discuss what we’ve read or

do it on your own.

Contact Pastor Becky
for more information:

Read the Bible in One Year
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Syrian Arab-Kurdish forces places a cross in the rubble ahead of a Christmas celebration at
the heavily damaged Armenian Catholic Church of the Martyrs

Look     at the World

Jordan: Watad, Sign of Unity

 “...so that the world may
believe that you have sent me.” 

John 17:20-21

Since 2011, over one million
Syrians have crossed into
Jordan. Enormous makeshift
refugee camps have sprung up,
home to hundreds of thousands
of displaced and traumatized
refugees. Caring for this
tremendous influx of people has
created massive pressures on
the Jordanian community.
 
In this context, the Bible Society
in Jordan felt called to gather
together the whole church to
pray for unity and peace. In
faith, on September 2, 2017, they
booked a huge auditorium at
the University of Jordan for the
event. They chose the name
WATAD, which means ‘tent peg’
in Arabic, for the festival taking
inspiration from Isaiah 22:23.
Just as tent pegs are beaten to
provide stability, so the church
under pressure becomes ever 
more steadfast. Having never held such an event before, the team had no idea how many people would turn up.
Miraculously, more than 8,000 Christians of all ages and confessions poured through the doors on that day! Not only
would WATAD become the first Christian festival in Jordan, but it would also be one of the largest Christian
gatherings in the whole of the Middle East. The festival opened with a concert and was followed by a prayer for
Christian unity proclaimed by leaders from all the main denominations in Jordan: ‘Lord Jesus Christ, on the night you
died, you prayed that your disciples be united. You said, ‘I will come to you very soon, and bring joy. Here we come
today, as a family, to ask you to bless this festival. Make us messengers of unity wherever we are, and instruments for
your peace in Jordan, our beloved homeland, as well as in all countries of the Middle East and the world.’

(In 2018 the government refused to give the required permission for the event to happen again. There
is a tightening of the few freedoms that the churches have enjoyed. American missionaries who leave

Jordan to go on furlough find that the Jordanian government is refusing to let them come back to
Jordan. Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Jordan as they continue to shine Christ’s love!)

 
(From the Bible Society of the UK and Br. Dave of News Service 2000, A Ministry to Persecuted

Christians, February, 2019)

Carolyn Pinke



Elim
Church
Staff

Our staff here at Elim Church
encourage meaningful, Christ-
centered relationships and
communication with all people.  
    

Paul Olson
Lead Pastor

Extension 106
paul@elimchurch.com

 
Becky Hanson

Pastor, Congregational Care
Hope Avenue
Extension 108

becky@elimchurch.com
 

Randy Somody
Pastor, Spiritual Formation

randy@elimchurch.com
 

Deb Somody
Director of Children’s Ministry

Extension 102
deb@elimchurch.com

 
Linda Bonasera

Children’s Ministry Admin
elimkids685@elimchurch.com

 
Rick Dischinger

Interim Director of Youth Ministry
Extension 107

rick@elimchurch.com
 

Andy Johnson
Youth Intern

andy@elimchurch.com
 

You can get in touch
with our staff
through the contact
information below

Melanie Eslinger
Worship Coordinator

melanie@elimchurch.com
 

Stephen Murck
Safety and Security

security@elimchurch.com
 

Michelle Espelien
Elim Preschool Director

michelle@elimpreschool.org
 

Heather Olson
Office Manager

heather@elimchurch.com
 

Carlos Martinez
Graphic Designer, Office Assistant

carlos@elimchurch.com
 

Jill Jezierski
Chair of Leadership Team
roger@elimchurch.com

 
Mark Gregory

Intern, Children's Ministry
mark@elimchurch.com

 
Malik McDowell

Intern, HopeAvenue
malik@elimchurch.com
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May
2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 128 2 3

5

4

6 7 8 9

12

1110

13 161514 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29

Elim Youth
Wednesday Night Live
 

Baptism
Sunday Activities
 

Mother's Day
Sunday Activities
Celebrate 90yos, 
Rick Dischinger

Sunday Activities

Sunday Activities

 Men's Group

Men's Group

Men's Group

Memorial Day

Elim Youth

Women's Bible Study

Women's Bible Study
 

Better Together Lunch
@12 noon

        Jesus Calling 
ElimYouth
Seniors Bible Study
Preschool Summer          
            program Begins

Elim Church

685 13th Ave NE

Minneapolis, MN 55413

612-789-3591 612-789-9601FaxPhone

30

Jesus Calling Bible Study
ElimYouth
MerryMakers Event

Men's Group

            Elim Youth
Seniors Bible Study
Jesus Calling Bible Study
 

Women's Bible Study

Mariners' Breakfast

31

Kidz Klozet

Unlimited

Preschool
Graduation
 
 

Hope Ave vol.
Apreciation Brunch
@ 10am

 Small Group Leaders 
                                   meal
 


