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12 WORDS IN 2018 “ETERNITY” (AND SABBATH)
Paul Olson, Lead Pastor

 We are planning on spending time this summer looking at the rhythms of the Christian 
life. One of the most important of these is Sabbath rest. If we are to understand Sabbath, it is 
important to reflect on the Bible’s notion of time and eternity.  

 
 In contrast to ancient near eastern deities whose names are nouns (sun, moon, frog), 
YHWH’s name, the God revealed to Moses at the burning bush, is a causative verb. God 
effectively tells Moses: You want a name, here it is… “I  will be what I will be… I cause to be, I 
bring to pass, I exists, I am what I am.”  
 OT Scholar Frank Cross says that the divine name was revealed to Moses so that those 
who experience YHWH may invoke the divine name in worship. Why is that important? It 
means that Yah-Weh’s name reflects the narrative context, namely a God who (in the next few 
chapters of Exodus) will save Israel from the enemy Pharaoh. God chooses to be known and 
does not remain hidden, yet, as the author of Ecclesiastes says:

 This verse is good news. We cannot possibly fathom all the beauty that God is, because 
of our limited life times. God is eternal and we are not. Yet, God wrote eternity into our hearts 
and minds. Also good news, is that the way that we are to encounter God’s eternal being 
has been written into creation. At the climax of creation, the 7th day, God did not make man 
holy, instead God sanctified time by resting and making the Sabbath day holy. This day is for 
humans, to be caught up into the eternal joy that is ours in Christ Jesus. Heschel continues:

 

 1 John 5:13 says  “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so 
that you may know that you have eternal life.” Before Christ came our greatest likeness to God 
was that we shared a sense of eternity. Now we also share in that God too entered time as a 
human being. Being connected to Christ, the very essence of God, means being connected to 
the eternal rest that only God is. This rest is significant, a rest from striving and struggling with 
God, a rest from thinking that we don’t measure up. 
 What’s clear from all of this is that it is our time that God wants. God wants our attention, 
not our stuff. God wants holy and dedicated people to serve, love and worship him, and to 
redeem the times. Take a moment to spend with God each day this week, you might just 
experience eternity. 

  “What is so luminous about a day? What is so precious 
to captivate the hearts? It is because the seventh day is a mine 
where spirit’s precious metal can be found with which to construct 
the palace in time, a dimension in which the human is at home 
with the divine; a dimension in which man aspires to approach the 
likeness of the divine.”

 “Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. 
He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people 
cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end.”  
Ecc. 3:11 (NLT)

 “For where shall the likeness of God be found? There is no 
quality that space has in common with the essence of God. There 
is not enough freedom on the top of the mountain; there is not 
enough glory in the silence of the sea. Yet the likeness of God can 
be found in time, which is eternity in disguise.” -A.J. Heschel
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JUNE EVENTS

Women’s Bible Study is held on Mondays 10:00am-11:30am in The Lounge

50+ Lunch is June 5, Noon-2:30 in The Dining Room

Seniors Bible Study will be held June 6 and June 20 at 1:00pm in The Library

Friday Morning Men’s Group is held on Fridays at 6:30am in The Library

The Mariners Breakfast will be at Byerlys (1601 County Road C in Roseville) at 9:00am on June 
12, 2018.
Father’s Day is June 17!

SAVE THE DATE:

The summer all-church picnic will be July 1 after church at Logan Park. The picnic and 
celebration for fall kick off will be September 9.

“Summer Splash” VBS is August 13-17

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Deborah Somody: June 2

Janelle Knutson: June 2

Isaac Thomsen: June 3

Charles Sislo: June 5

Sally Bremer: June 6

Larry Larson: June 6

Brian Hill: June 8

Megan Nurnberger: June 9

Carlson Nelson: June 13

Gayle Prather: June 15

Melanie Eslinger: June 16

MONTHLY GIVING UPDATE

April Giving  
 Needed  $39,333 
 Actual  $57,635 
  
Fiscal Year-to-Date (4/1/18 - 4/30/18)  
 Needed  $39,333 
 Actual  $57,635 

Rebecca Howell: June 16

Molly Minnema: June 17

Jim Halverson: June 20

Helen Sandberg: June 20

Ebony Speers: June 22

Gabriella Knuth: June 23

Roger Dahl: June 29

Gideon Lubbers: June 30

Brian Turnquist: June 30

Patty Kelly: June 30
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ADULT SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
June 2018 - Elim Dining Room

Laurel Bunker - Spiritual Formation 

“We understand that since the day we were born 
we have been formed into who we are today. Every 
decision made has brought us to where we are 
and who we are becoming. Formation will take 
place until we die. We, therefore, are in need of 
transformation—changing the trajectory of our 
formation into that of Christ.” 

 Pastor Laurel is Dean of Campus Ministries/Campus Pastor at Bethel University.  She is 
on the President’s Executive Leadership Team, providing strategic guidance on issues related 
to the spiritual formation and personal development of the student body. As campus pastor, 
Laurel serves as the primary preacher in Chapel and leads a vibrant and gifted team that 
is dedicated to providing transformational ministry opportunities for the Bethel community 
When she’s not preaching at Bethel, Laurel travels throughout the country teaching and 
training at colleges, churches, and parachurch organizations in the areas of leadership, 
spiritual development, biblical issues in 21st-century Christianity, and more.

A NOTE

Dearest Elim Family- Thank you for the many prayers over the last months for Duane and I. 
Your prayers and support were felt and much appreciated. Thank you to those who contributed 
to Hope Avenue through Duane’s Memorial fund.

God Bless, Gloria Metz

MERRY MAKERS WALK-N-EAT EVENT
Thursday, June 7th at 10:15am at Sheridan Memorial Park

Walk along the Mississippi River, see the island which was buried and is now emerging again 
out of the water, walk the perimeter of Boom Island and BF Nelson Park and end up at Bunny’s 
N.E. Bar and Grill for lunch. The walk is approximately 2.3 miles mostly on paved trails with 
some gravel paths. Those planning on walking will meet at 10:15 at Sheridan Memorial Park. 
We will leave as a group at 10:30 a.m. on the walk.

Directions from Elim: Drive west on 13th Ave N.E., cross University, Marshall, railroad tracks 
& Sibley St to the very end, curve right and park. You will be at Sheridan Memorial Park—flags 
and large ball- you can’t miss it.
Lunch: Bunny’s N.E. Bar and Grill, 34 - 13th Ave NE, Mpls 55413. If you are unable to do the 
walk, come and meet for lunch at Bunny’s at approximately 11:45. A room will be reserved.

For more information contact: Bonita Johnson 763-229-3584 or bonjohn@comcast.net.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE
Roger Dahl, Elim Church Chair

     
 A few weeks ago I was pretty sure I would be writing this article about the changes of 
recent weeks and those anticipated for this summer. Today, that idea was confirmed with 
gusto. The morning was different, varied and up beat but it was also sincere, spiritual and 
traditional in its focus on the power and meaning of the cross. In other words, Elim is trying 
to rewrap the truths we have known and held for decades into a format that increases the 
chances of getting the attention of our young, growing and different-thinking city. The goals 
of the Search Team and Leadership Team, of just over a year ago, are seeing some changes 
toward what was sought. This morning, May 20th, we experienced new sounds, new sights, a 
new worship location and an enhanced connection with our community around art. 
 True, that is one weekend. But other things are moving that say we are being led and are 
following toward other forms of change that challenge our time and ability to work but also 
provide opportunities for Elim. “The Move” is not a small thing and not a small undertaking. 
However, Pastor Paul and Pastor Becky have envisioned, discussed, hashed out and altered 
plans accordingly. They have included other staff and lay leadership in this process and the 
result is a strong collective spirit of “let’s do this”. Give and take has been present and collective 
good has been the overall attitude. This is good for kids and families, the initial impression of 
Elim for visitors and the overall health of Hope Ave. Both Paul and Becky have had their own 
forms of “calling toward altered missions” but they listen to each other and to other folks and 
let their thinking and intuitive aspects evolve. I sometimes joke about the time it takes to get 
pastors to come to clarity but that joke is tiny compared to my appreciation for their sincerity 
and spiritual focus. 
 This will be an interesting summer. “The move”, the interns, the extended preschool 
session, the artistic focus, another round of special summer classes and the Summer Splash 
in August all feel like “a new face”. The “under the sanctuary” area of Elim has given me some 
visual perspective on the concept of change with a plan and some perseverance. Change with 
a purpose is a good thing. Elim is a good thing.

MISSIONS UPDATE
Carolyn Pinke, Missions Team

World Missions: May God’s Kingdom Come!

INDIA TEAM

 Our Elim India team is preparing and praying. The trip is January 2019. Will you pray? Here 
are some details to give fuel to your prayers. Seven people are taking the medium-long trip; five 
are serving longer. They will be serving alongside the Bethel University student group led by 
Harley Schreck at the Anurag School for children in the slums. Over five hundred students attend! 
Indigenous men and women teach, and we want to serve every place they can use us. Our team 
consists of a teacher, a medical person, educators and a musician.
 Elim is one of five churches in the mid-west that partners with Anurag. Our team wants to 
see how this partnership might look in the future. Will you join with the team in praying about 
this?
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RAMADAN IS NOW

 For our Muslim friends, their Ramadan month of fasting and drawing near to God began 
May 17 and will end about June 15. Let us remember that the daily newsbytes about extremism 
in the name of Islam is just one part of the story; the rest of the story is that an unprecedented 
number of Muslims have embraced Jesus in our time.

Praying!
Carolyn Pinke

ART-A-WHIRL WEEKEND RECAP
Kailyn Hill, Elim Graphic Designer

 We are fresh off an invigorating weekend of art, celebration of this community, and a 
renewed dedication to the cross and what it means to us as Christians. In my first few weeks at 
Elim in this new position, I have been overwhelmed by the tremendous support I have received 
from church members, and this weekend was no exception. I just wanted to say thank you to 
everyone who is taking the changes happening around Elim with Christ-like grace. 
 This weekend saw the opening of our Portico Gallery and a baked goods sale for the 
India Missions team. There were people working late into the night before the weekend to 
ensure the gallery was ready to show, and I know it brought me so much joy to see that space 
being used in a new way! The gallery will be open year-round, so if you have art you would 
like to show please let me know. All ages and mediums accepted! Another big change this 
weekend was the painting of the cross. It was an honor to do this for the first time, and I look 
forward to seeing what people do with it in the coming years. Painting it was a wonderful time 
of spiritual reflection and thinking about what my position means for Elim. 
 Sunday brought with it a renewed sense of worship through the music of Yam Haus 
and the Kids Bell Choir, the re-dedication of the cross and our promise as a church to never 
forget what the cross truly means, and the start of what is promising to be a glorious summer 
filled with enjoying the simple things in life, like sunshine, dog walks, beach days, and new 
beginnings. Good things are ahead, that I am sure of!

Yam Haus has an album out the beginning of June. They are a great group of guys, so if you 
liked their music be sure to show some support! www.yamhaus.com

Kailyn

 “We are in the midst of the greatest turning of Muslims to 
Christ in 14 centuries of Muslim-Christian interaction. More than 80% 
of all the Muslim movements to Christ in history have occurred in 
the past two to three decades, a time period that coincides with the 
modern prayer movement for Muslims. At the heart of this modern 
prayer movement is 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World. Come, 
join us, and be a part of shaping salvation history!”  -David Garrison, 
Mission strategist and author of A Wind in the House of Islam (Both 
resources available at the online bookstore at WorldChristian.
com)
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THE MOVE
Building Re-organization and Dedicated Spaces

1. What is the plan and what are dedicated spaces? 
 We hope to give each ministry of Elim church a dedicated space. Not all ministries need 
space, and no ministry occupies a space forever. We believe this plan, begins the process of 
posturing Elim for numerical and spiritual growth in the coming years, especially for families 
and single adults. The plan has morphed, changed and has discussed at length with staff, 
pastors, leadership, invested leaders and congregants over the past several months.

2. What do we gain from all this? 
 This plan creates room for an incredible 3rd floor space dedicated to families and 
children (ages 0 through High School) as well as a 4th floor dedicated to adult education 
and formation (young adult and beyond). We want Elim to be a place where regulars and all 
visitors to feel at home.

3. Why now? 
 We believe God has asked us to take these steps in faith as God’s vision unfolds for 
Elim in the years ahead. Northeast Minneapolis is one of the most sought after places to 
live in Minnesota. With many new families and individuals coming into the neighborhood we 
are poised to grow if we can adapt quickly and make these changes. Downtown Minneapolis 
expects more than 20,000 new residents in the next 10-15 years and three new large condo 
complexes are currently being built just blocks from Elim.

4. Who is most directly affected by the move? 
 The re-organization impacts us all, but mostly the children’s ministry, Hope Avenue and 
our beloved ministry partner Elim Preschool.
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5. How will all this be accomplished? 
 Moving will happen in three phases. Phase 1 is creating a dedicated family ministry floor 
on the 3rd level, and moving Hope Avenue programing and operations to the lower level (level 
1). Phase 2 includes moving the clothing closets and preschool storage area. Phase 3 is the 
creation of safer and more secure dedicated spaces for Preschool and Hope Avenue on the 
lower level (level 1).

6. When will this re-organization occur ? 
 The move will occur over the next 18 months and in three phases. Phase 1 and 2 ideally 
happen this summer, while phase 3 happens next summer.

7. Will the children be safe? 
 The re-organization plan creates a 3rd floor children and family floor that is locked 
down. Along with new systems for pick up and drop off we increase security while giving the 
children the safest, brightest and best space available at Elim. Hope Avenue and the Preschool 
will share space for the next year, but continue to operate on the lower level on different days 
of the week. Under the final arrangement (stage 3) each will have dedicated spaces which 
include proper doors, locks, redundancies and alarms to ensure safety of children and day to 
day operations at the church on all levels – not just the lower level.

8. What will happen to the Preschool? 
 The preschool be able to continue operating as before with no interruptions to services. 
In fact, the preschool is adding a new summer program this year! Under the reorganization 
and phase 3 (2019 see above), the preschool gains a locked down, dedicated space (kids park 
and adjacent classrooms) for their ongoing work. This does not disrupt the current flow of kids 
and parents who enter in the North parking lot entrance via key pad. The Preschool would 
likely not be able to expand beyond the current enrollment capacity (92 children). Since the 
KidsPark is already designed for kids, Bathroom and class size requirements will be made 
more than adequate in the new spaces through some simple modifications.

9. How much will the re-organization cost? 
 Stage 1 and 2 will cost an estimated $2000 dollars. Money will be needed (over and 
above our budget) to provide for sorely needed Children’s ministry equipment. The main cost
will be volunteer hours and sweat equity labor. The cost and scope of stage 3 will be determined 
over the course of 2018 and will fall under the budget for next year. In terms of budget for 
this year, an expanded budget for the children’s ministry helps to offset some of these costs. 
We will review and reallocate resources as necessary to accommodate the move. Building 
improvements around Elim have been on-going and relate to regular building improvement 
expenses. This work has kept our spaces fresh and inviting for everyone as well as functional 
for operations.

10. Will Hope Avenue be able to function the same? 
 Yes and no. Participants for Hope Ave. will now use the 13th Ave entrance on the south 
side of the church as it provides quick and easy street access to the lower level. Sunday morning 
will operate the same way. One shortcoming in services will be hours of the shower program 
on Sundays (TBD by HA leadership team, 7:15-8:15am is possibility on Sundays) 

11. How does this benefit Hope Avenue? 
 As we consulted HA participants and leaders about this plan, they were excited about 
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the opportunities this plan affords. Hope Avenue gains more overall space, quick entry into 
the ministry from the street, a larger kitchen, customized storage and donation processing 
spaces. As always, participants are encouraged and invited into the main worship service 
and Sunday school classes. The spaces used for the emergency winter shelters are being 
re-evaluated in order to ensure maximum safety and minimal work load. Longer term plans 
include the creation of secure meeting spaces for individuals seeking discipleship, worship, 
training, and resources during the week.

12. Won’t this be confusing for people? 
 It may be confusing at first for regular Elim people, but for visitors and new people, 
the experience of coming to church at Elim has just gotten a lot more simpler and safer. New 
signage (digital and otherwise) around the building will accompany the new spaces.

13. What about the clothing closets (Hope Ave, Kidz Kloset, Unlimited)? 
 Currently, many rooms on various floors are taken up with clothing storage and 
donations. There is at times, confusion with donors as to what clothing they can donate due to 
the separateness of each of these ministries. The plan is to create a single space in the lower 
level for clothing operations and distribution. This also gives us the ability to be open more 
often, move more donations, and provide for more families and individuals who have need.

14. How does “dedicated space” improve our community feel? 
 Community will be enhanced by allowing each ministry will be able to create a distinct 
feel and ‘vibe’ personalized to them.

15. What about the 4th floor? 
 The fourth floor becomes Elim’s adult education floor which includes rooms for senior, 
middle aged, and young adults.

16. What other plans are there for the building? 
 Our front entryway will receive a face lift and signage will be hung throughout the 
building to provide a greater sense of order, welcome and identity. A new Christian art gallery
Portico NE, is opening in the former entryway to the sanctuary off 13th avenue sidewalk during 
Art-A-Whirl!  Portico NE will be curated and administered by Kailyn Hill and other Elim artists.

17. What about Abbey Way and Tree of Life? 
 Both churches stand to benefit from the building re-organization and improved Sunday 
morning flow. Each have been informed about the plans, and will be invited to participate in 
the various work projects associated with the move.

18. How was this plan created? 
 The pastors and leadership team have been refining this plan since last fall in an effort 
provide all the benefits to Elim that were described above. We have had ongoing discussion 
with the leaders of the affected areas and are now bringing this to the congregation for further 
comments. There may be still be lingering questions and your input is valued!

19. How can I be involved? 
 There are many new ways in which you can be involved! We have scheduled some team
work days in June and if we work together, the work is less and we have a lot of fun in the 
process. And of course, new volunteers are always welcome in the areas of Children’s ministry, 
clothing closets, Hope Avenueand adult education.
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ECY UPDATE
Molly Wilson, Elim youth student

Hi, my name is Molly Wilson. I’m in 10th Grade at Columbia Heights High School and have been 
going to Elim for as long as I can remember. 

 First, a little about myself. My parents are Jeff and Kristin Wilson and I have a younger 
sister named Greta, who is also in the youth group. I also have a standard poodle at home 
named Hugo, he’s really sweet. Some of my hobbies are reading, crocheting and collecting 
facts. I tend to read in almost all of my spare time (I just finished Ready Player One). I crochet 
while watching tv.(I crocheted stuffed animals for all of my cousins while watching Star Trek 
and The West Wing). I also listen to a lot of podcasts on my walks to school, I love learning and 
this is way that I can learn about things I’m interested in outside of school. 
 Along with church, school is my main priority. I am a self proclaimed nerd and am 
involved in many nerdy extracurriculars like Future Problem Solvers where I try to solve 
problems from bankruptcy to the complications in cloud storage and Envirothon where I learn 
about everything from identifying trees to finding a grazing plan for a Minnesota farmer. I 
speak German and sing in the concert choir. I just took my AP World History exam. I am 
probably Roger Dahl’s favorite student. 
 Elim has been a safe place for me since I was young. I’ve grown up with the people here. 
In the last 2 years I have started volunteering in ECK as Deb’s “Assistant” working on dances 
for the front (Yes, that’s me) and helping wherever I am needed downstairs. I also joined the 
Christian Education Ministry Team earlier this year as the youth Representative. This summer 
I will be volunteering at Trout. 
 I love being in youth group. There is 
a real sense of community and friendship. 
I’ve grown up with the people in ECY. 
Throughout all the changes in my life, Elim 
and these friends have always been there. 
Through my transition into high school Elim 
was the place I could be around the people 
my age without having to put up a mask. 
I have never felt the need to hide around 
the youth at Elim. We have seen each other 
through our worst and our best. It has 
been a blessing to be a part of this church 
community.
 This summer I am going to Bethel 
University for a week to learn about how 
Faith and Science relate. I will also be going 
to the youth retreat at Ham Lake to learn 
more about God. I would welcome your 
prayers throughout this summer while I am 
at camp and at these events.

Molly Wilson
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Thank you so much to everyone who helped make Art-A-Whirl weekend such a success for 
Elim! It was a wonderful weekend. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP WITH “THE MOVE”

 We celebrate the movement of the Spirit at Elim that invites the vertical move between the 
floors housing the Children’s Ministry and Hope Avenue. As a recap, the Children’s Ministry will 
vacate the Kidz Park on the lower level and move onto the Atrium or third floor. At the same time 
Hope Avenue will move from the third floor to the Kidz Park area, and the Kidz Klozets and The 
Unlimited will also be moved to the Kidz Park. 
 Naudeanne St. Hilaire is putting her professional project management skills to work to 
organize what happens when and how. So sign up knowing the move has been well thought 
through and coordinated. You will find a board with job assignments outside the elevator on the 
sanctuary floor where you will select a task. There will be tasks for all skill levels and strength. Your 
children are welcome to work alongside you. 

On Saturday, June 9, beginning at 8:30am, your help is needed to paint rooms 302 and 303 and 
the walls with the murals in the current Kidz Park. The vinyl stencils need to be removed from the 
current nursery in 105. Come dressed in paint clothes and, if able, bring your own rollers, paint 
brushes, etc. After the paint day, the custodians will shampoo the carpets for our littlest ones to 
sit on. 

On Saturday, June 23, beginning at 8:30am, the physical move between the floors will begin. 
Come prepared to roll up your sleeves as we use the flat beds and dollies to move the resources 
God has entrusted us with.  Please bring your dollies, electric drills, etc. We will serve pizza and 
pop for lunch.

 The SignUpGenius link is available from the office, just email info@elimchurch.com or 
type this link in your browser: https://bit.ly/2IZltHS. Please connect with Pastor Becky if you have 
additional comments or questions. Thank you, precious people, as we come together in the name 
of Jesus.
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