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12 Words In 2018: “Remember”
In no way can I exhaust this theme from the Bible; it is too much! So, I will not
speak of human remembrance first, but of God’s. One scholar says, “God’s
memory is a fundamental constant… [God] remembers individuals (Noah,
Abraham, Samson, Jeremiah, etc.)... God remembers the covenant; the rainbow is the sign of God’s constant memory... God’s remembering moves history, drives it forward…. The remembering of God is the expression of his
loyalty... For this reason, nothing is ever lost on God…”
Often in the Bible, for God to remember something means that God is literally acting. Zakar (remembering) is not merely thinking, but doing. The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament says, “In some cases, the relation between the
remembering and the concomitant action is so close that they are virtually identical in
the mind of the writer.” (page 241)
In the week leading up to Easter this year, Heather Simon led some at Elim
through a Jewish Seder meal. Moses told the people, “Remember this day on
which you came out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” (Exodus13:3) The
purpose of the Seder meal is to remember that day, and the bitterness of slavery in Egypt. In a Seder meal, you aren’t merely eating, smelling, hearing, or
touching, and you aren’t merely thinking about the past—you are in this very
Jewish sense... remembering.
During the last hours of Jesus’ life, he took part in this Passover meal, but added an interesting command. “Do this in remembrance of me.” Because of this
command, Elim remembers each month (in a very shortened way), by breaking
bread and drinking the cup. Not everyone sings, not everyone gives an offering, not everyone prays, or speaks, but nearly everyone takes the bread and
drinks the cup, and remembers.

Painting of the Cross 2018
May 18-20
In May, as thousands gather
for Art-A-Whirl, Elim will
gather around the cross in
our courtyard! See Page 7
for more details!

The book of Hebrews is thought to have been addressed to a Jewish audience. Because of this, it uses the
word remember in a very intentional way. For God ‘not to remember sins,’ means for God to show mercy. “For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” (Hebrews 10:17) In
this way, God’s remembering our sin is a complete and powerful non-action. It is, in effect, action in the
other direction, away from judgment and toward mercy.
What about human remembrance? What do we do with this incredible power of remembrance? How do
we remember as God remembers? I had the opportunity to join Tim & Ann Bremer at a Suicide Memorial
event last Saturday in Eden Prairie. Tim was one of the speakers, and beautifully memorialized their son
Mark’s life. All those gathered had not only driven through a blizzard to be there that morning, they had
gathered to remember in a deep way. They read the names of those who had died; they lit candles and
hung paper doves on a tree in their honor; they shared food and conversation. These actions were incredibly moving, powerful, and healing.
continued on page 2…
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…continued from page 1
How do we join the ranks of the remembered and the remembering?

Becky Hanson
Pastor, Congregational Care
Hope Avenue
Extension 108
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• First, “remember that you were at that time without Christ…”
(Ephesians 2:12) Take time to reflect on your life, you may need to
physically go to the places where you once were. The writer of
Ecclesiastes says, “Do not say, ‘Why were the old days better than
these?’ For it is not wise to ask such questions.” (Ecclesiastes 7:10)
Sometimes our memories need to be healed—ask God to help
you remember and to renew your mind.
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• Secondly, ask to be remembered. The man crucified next to Jesus
at Golgotha asked, “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.” (Luke 23:42) By asking for remembrance, you are
asking for God to recognize your condition as needful and to act
on your behalf.
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• Thirdly, “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant
of David—that is my gospel” (2 Timothy 2:8) When we remember
Jesus’ resurrection, we rise from our spiritual slumbers and become
alive to God in the power of the good news of the resurrection and
step into the light of a new day.
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• Fourth, practice un-remembering by doing acts of mercy. Hebrews
says, “Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves
were being tortured.” (Hebrews 13:3) Practicing solidarity with those
less fortunate by visiting, serving or writing a letter is a way of not
only remembering one another, but remembering our Lord Jesus.
May we each be remembered and remember well in 2018!

Paul Olson, Lead Past
May Birthdays!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to everyone at
Elim celebrating a birthday this month!
Cindy Jahnke (May 1), Molly Carlin (May 2), Kyle Marsh (May 4), Brent
Erickson (May 5), Nancy Fleming (May 6), Bob Huffman (May 10), Linus
Turnquist (May 10), Lisa Minnema (May 11), Marlys Wallin (May 12), Lori
Bailey (May 14), Caleb Venkatrathnam (May 15), LeRoy Erickson (May 16),
Jeff Alvord (May 19), Dubravka Hadziefendic (May 20), Janice
Schreck (May 22), Randy Somody (May 23), Laurie Damberg (May 25),
Janice Berg (May 25), Jane Bremer (May 27), Franklin Nelson (May 29),
Deloris Isenhower (May 30), Randy Swanson (May 30).
DID WE MISS YOU? LET THE OFFICE KNOW!
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Roger Dahl, Elim Church Chair

This is the 1st Forecaster of the new fiscal year. The annual report looked back. This will look ahead.
In 2016 and 2017, the Search Team was looking for a pastor with “vision.” What they found was a pastor
with an imagination and ideas which—because spiritual goals are added—constitutes “vision.” Pastor Paul
stares at something, flips into his own world for a minute and then opens paragraphs with “What if… “
Pastor Becky gets “hit by the Spirit,” mentally, verbally and spiritually develops her “vision,” and ends
phrases with “What would that look like?” I have been in a few meetings with these folks. I am smiling.
There are, therefore, two major “visions” which are not yet all worked out. These are interconnected and
will take a fair amount of effort, compromise and patience to bring to fruition:
1. Paul envisions us switching most of our basement activities to the 3rd floor and most of our 3rd
floor activities to the basement. Becky has jumped in with this and I went from resistance, to
envisioning, to taking active steps to see if the details could be made to work. Short description:
ElimKids moves to the Atrium 3rd floor; Elim Preschool moves to the Kids Park area; Hope Avenue moves to the lower level beneath the chapel and offices; part of the area under the sanctuary is altered to accommodate the Hope Avenue clothes closet, Kids Klozet and, perhaps, the
Unlimited; the rest of the basement is cleaned and organized for storage.
1. Becky envisions her role in, and the nature of, Hope Avenue changing. This winter underscored
that there are limits to how many folks we can help and only so many ways we can help. Pastor
Becky spent incredible amounts of time, labor and energy during the cold weather shelters this
year. She also took major steps to improve how we did these things. Those experiences, the tug
of her heart to help folks in spiritual, as well as physical, ways and her exposure to new opportunities, via the Union Gospel Mission organization, have Becky imagining an altered Hope Avenue
that serves fewer people but intentionally focuses on their developing long term concepts, habits
and skills with an intensified spiritual basis. Sunday morning Hope Avenue would still be breakfast, clothes and casual interactions, but our focus would deepen on spiritual development. We
are looking at a reduced breadth of contact and an increased depth of contact with our Hope
Avenue folks. Becky is also looking for ways to establish, outside of Elim, a housing setup where
men might be able to alter their lives over time in regard to work, personal habits, planning and
a “normal” life. This is also with a strong spiritual component.
These two ideas will take some time for us to fully grasp. Getting started is scary, the details will mess with
us, and development will take time. Both ideas are consistent with our values that place our spiritual mission ahead of our social mission. We need to care for “the least of these,” but we are also to ”preach the
Gospel.” The next few months promise to be interesting.

Summer Rentals Wanted!
The Children's Ministry is looking for Summer Rentals for Kidmo this summer. We want to give our Small Group Leaders and
teachers the summer off and would like to “rent” you to serve
on two Sundays (from 8:45-10 am), sometime between June 3
and August 19. We need at least two Summer Rentals each
week. There is no preparation required for Sunday morning and
training will be offered. Sign up with Deb Somody or at the table
in the foyer. It will be a joy to serve with you this summer!
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Missions: The Heartbeat Of God (Part 5 of 5)
From “I am N,” Inspiring Stories of Christians Facing Islamic Extremists, by the Voice of the Martyrs, p. 175-180.
Last month, we saw that Hussein was captured by the secret police, who were looking for the Bibles that
had just arrived in the country. Hussein was afraid, but Jesus spoke to him! “Let’s pray together. Don’t you
have faith that when you close your eyes in this world, you will open them up to me?”
Hussein’s interrogations began the next day. Whenever he answered a question in a way the interrogators
did not like, they kicked him in the stomach. After three days, he was taken to court to face an apostasy
charge, which in Iran could carry the death penalty.
The judge spoke. “Why do you have a problem with mosques and imams?” he asked. “Why do you want to
destroy Islam?”
Hussein was taken back to the main prison. He actually missed solitary confinement where he could pray to
God without all the distractions.
“Only God can help you in here,” a guard told him.
“Yes, said Hussein. “He is helping me.”
Hussein was assigned to death row, where 250 inmates obeyed gang leaders instead of guards. Hussein
prayed harder. That night, the gang leaders told Hussein to meet them at midnight in the bathroom. Instead
of hurting him, they asked for his help. Did he have information about his prison friends in America?
Is there some mistake? Do they think I am someone else? Hussein had no prison friends in America, but
the gang leaders believed otherwise and gave him first-class treatment because of it. He got the top bunk
and a private shower. He was given fresh vegetables.
After two days, when the guards offered to transfer him to a “safer” part of the prison, Hussein stunned
them when he declined.
Eight days later, his family brought the deed to his house as collateral and Hussein was released on bail.
During his hearing, the judge pointed out some mistakes in his appeal document and personally corrected
them. “Here,” he said, slipping Hussein a piece of paper. “This is my cell number. I’ll personally supervise
your case. And to make it more convenient for you, I won’t require you to make the four-hour trip to the
courthouse.”
Again, Hussein was amazed by how God had intervened.
The five hundred Bibles that Hussein prayed would be kept safe were never discovered by the police, even
though they were in boxes in the middle of the living room. He could only shake his head and praise God.
“It was like when Paul was in jail and an earthquake opened the doors,” he said. “Look how many doors
God opened for me! This is why I want to keep serving, because I know God is with me.”
How does Hussein see his future? “They will either kill me, or God will do more miracles like these. Which
is bad?”

Carolyn Pinke, F

e Missions Team
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ECY Update
In Sunday School on April 8, I asked the sixteen students gathered to answer this question: “How will the
world come to an end?” I prefaced it with Stephen Hawking’s idea about this topic, which he offered before his death. I asked the students to be as thoughtful or as silly as they wanted in describing their idea
about humanity’s last days on this earth.
I received 15 very different ideas about how the world will end. One student suggested the date would be April 18, 2018. Another thought vegans cause people to
quit eating altogether. Two others thought Jesus’ return would result in the removal of Christ followers and then Jesus would “potentially blow up the earth to
create a new earth.”
Some suggested natural devastation, such as the sun exploding, vast floods, the universe “burning out” and beginning a “slow freeze,” overpopulation (with the
world’s population crowded into Minnesota because it escaped the flood). A couple of people thought the world would end in devastating ignorance, and another
thought Wi-Fi annihilation would cause people to lose their mind and forget how
to cook, eat, breathe.
Massive meteors, Artificial Intelligence taking over and destroying humanity, nuclear
war, global warming, solar flares, etc…
Probably my favorite idea was from a student who wrote: “John Wick doesn’t
know who killed his dog. PROCESS OF ELIMINATION.” The implication is that
Mr. Wick, in search of his dog’s killer, eliminates the human population on earth!
Must have been some dog!
Some people spend a lot of energy thinking about and planning for the end of the
world. I am glad that Jesus didn’t spend much time with this speculation. He suggested that the time and method is in God’s control.
This little exercise helped introduce the students to the wisdom found in God’s
word. We began a study “Does God Have Answers to My Questions?” by looking
at Proverbs. Growing up is all about “questions” and finding answers. The world
offers a set of answers to our questions that is wholly inadequate and wanting.
God’s answers offer hope, peace, and satisfaction.
Summer offers the opportunity for ECY to continue asking questions and looking
for answers together. One event we are looking forward to is spending a week
together, just Elim students, at Ham Lake Camp, beginning on July 15. Pastor Paul
will be spending time with us and leading us into a deeper understanding of our
questions and finding answers that satisfy.
Pray for our junior and senior high school students. The teenage years are a time of questioning, so pray
that the students feel open to ask questions and that we—as parents and youth leaders—can offer Godly
wisdom and answers to their genuine questions!

Rick Dischinger, Interim Direct

of You

Ministry
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Parenting From The Pew
Church, unlike quiet times, Bible Study and prayer time, is a communal experience. We come together to
make a joyful noise for the Lord. We come together to encourage each other in faith. We come together
to welcome newcomers into a relationship with God and His people. That welcome extends to children.
Our job as a congregation is to welcome children into the life of the church. This job may fall primarily on
parents, but it won't work if the entire community doesn't pitch in. Here are some suggestions for all of us.
Nearly all of them come directly from a book that I cannot recommend highly enough, Parenting In The
Pew, by Robbie Castleman, with a foreword by Ruth Graham Bell.
Church is not a time-out from parenting. It's not like a date night, where you and God are going to have
some special time. Parents have the responsibility, and the incredible blessing, to lead their child in the life
of their church. This means recognizing that the church is not there only for their child's enjoyment. They
are part of a community, and teaching their child to respect that community is important work. In a culture
that entertains children into a spiritual coma, this is not going to be easy, but it is worth it.

HERE ARE SOME SUGGESTIONS THAT YOU MIGHT TRY

AS PARENTS:

• Sunday morning starts Saturday night. Lay out clothes, offering envelopes, and all you will need.
• Make Sunday morning different! Set the alarm early enough to allow for a relaxed pace. Have a simple,

special Sunday breakfast.
• Allow children time to get settled. Take them to the bathroom before the service begins.
• It is often helpful to sit as a family near the front of the church. Children who can see feel more a part

of the service. However, if you feel you will need to take a break during worship, sit near the back.
• If you need to help a squiggly youngster refocus, feel free to step out of the sanctuary for a bit.
• Worship with rather than next to your children. Help those who can't read by singing words of the
•
•
•
•
•

chorus into their ear or having them squeeze your hand when they hear the word God or Hallelujah.
Help young readers to follow along and point out words or repetitive words.
Whisper instructions like: Now is the time when we tell God how great He is.
Allow children to participate in the offering by sharing their allowance.
When young children need a break, step out of the sanctuary. Rejoin when they are ready.
Be firm and consistent. Apply the same discipline for infractions at church as you would other places.

FOR THE REST OF US: Church is not an “adults only” resort. Yes, some parents might need to do a
better job parenting in church, but avoid eye rolling. Also, don't adopt the attitude that it is not your problem to solve. How much support is given to single parents or the parents of special needs children? Introduce yourself to a child sitting next to you. Make him or her feel welcome. On occasion, ask a parent if you
could ask their child to sit with you during the service. Have patience with the process and pray for those
families that you see are struggling. Finally, volunteer to serve in Children's Ministry. It's a great way to get
to know the children and families of our church and to make a difference.

Deb Somody, Direct

Of Childhood Ministries

The Unlimited / Kidz Klozet
The Unlimited is now accepting donations of gently-used, stylish, SPRING and SUMMER
clothing—clean and on hangers, as well as shoes and accessories. Kidz Klozet is looking for
clothing for kids of all ages, plus shoes, coats, etc... Anything kid-appropriate, we can use! The
Unlimited and Kidz Klozet are open the first Thursday of the month, from 9 am—noon. Kidz
Klozet is also open on the last Sunday of the month, from 8-10 am.

May 2018

The Forecaster

Page 7

Elim Preschool News—Happy Spring!
It finally happened, and all of us are so much happier to be able to be out in
the sunshine each and every day without the trappings of the winter weather!
We will surely be enjoying our last weeks of our school year outdoors!
We had a family dinner in April and the food was fabulous! A huge thank you
to our Preschool Board and to C.J. Kaiser for helping prepare the feast!
Graduation is on May 24, and then we return on May 29 for our fabulous
summer session!! We are all thrilled to be starting this new program and know we will have so much fun!!
As we look at the past year, with an amazing enrollment, families, and children, we are so very thankful for
this little preschool. It is always our pleasure to serve these families and these amazing children, and we
never lose sight of the fact that God is watching over us every day. What an incredible gift...
Have a fantastic May! Take in the sunshine, and all the wonderful gifts of nature that are sent from above.

Miche%e Espelien, Elim P'eschool Direct
50 + Lunch—Tuesday, May 1, noon—Pray for good weather! The theme for May is “Spring Cleaning,” with
Kathy Huffman leading the program. Bring your favorite dish to share with the group and invite a guest!
Newcomers are welcome! If you have questions, please contact Laurie Damberg.
Mariners’ Breakfast—Tuesday, May 8, 9:00 am—Our breakfast in May will be at Bakers Square (located
at 1881 West Highway 36 in Roseville).
MerryMakers’ Outing—Saturday, May 12, 2:00 pm—Our outing in May is to the Lyric Arts Main Street
Stage in Anoka, to watch a stage adaptation of A Wrinkle In Time, followed by dinner at Davanni’s in Coon
Rapids. Group tickets for the performance cost $15.30. (Ticket reservations for May ended April 20)

Summer Splash (VBS) Is Coming This August!!
From August 13-17, Elim will host Summer Splash. This summer’s theme is
“Shipwrecked: Rescued By Jesus.” The evening starts with supper at 5:30 pm,
followed by classes and activities at 6:00 pm. Summer Splash takes place at
Elim on Monday-Thursday. On Friday, we travel to Jim Lupient Water Park
to end with a splash! Two adult classes will be offered during Summer
Splash; “Parenting In The Park” with Pastor Paul, and “If You Want To Walk
On Water, You Have To Get Out Of The Boat,” led by Randy Somody. If you
have questions, or would like to volunteer, please talk with Deb Somody.

Painting At The Cross: Art-A-Whirl 2018
Elim will gather around the cross on Madison Street to pray, to sing and to bring
attention to the cross and to Jesus' love for us. Elim artist, Kailyn Hill, will paint
the cross in a theme that represents Elim’s journey to the cross this year as a
church! Following worship on Sunday, May 20, please plan on staying for a fundraising lunch provided by the India team (a donation is suggested) and enjoying
all of the festivities! Pastor Paul will give a series of messages in May about
the cross leading up to this event. More details to come!

Elim Church
685 13th Avenue NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413
612.789.3591
www.elimchurch.com

Time Sensitive Information

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

• “50 + Lunch,”
Dining Room,
Noon

Wed
2
• Prayer Time, 8:20 am
• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1 pm, Library
• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room
• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym

Thu

Fri

Sat

3
• Kidz Klozet,
Unlimited open,
9:00 am
• Prayer Shawl
Ministry Meeting,
10:00 am, Lounge
10

4
• Friday Morning
Men’s Group,
Library, 6:30 am

5

11
• Friday Morning
Men’s Group,
Library, 6:30 am

12

6
• Hope Avenue, 7:15-10 am
• Prayer Time, 8:20 am
• Sunday School, 9:00 am
• The Gathering, 10:00 am
• Worship, 10:30 am

7
• Women’s Bible
Study, 10:00 am,
Lounge

8
• Mariners’
Breakfast,
9:00 am

9
• Prayer Time, 8:20 am
• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room
• Wednesday Night Live, 6:00 pm
• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge

13 COMMUNION
• Hope Avenue, 7:15-10 am
• Prayer Time, 8:20 am
• Sunday School, 9:00 am
• The Gathering, 10:00 am
• Worship, 10:30 am

14
• Women’s Bible
Study, 10:00 am,
Lounge

15

16
• Prayer Time, 8:20 am
• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1 pm, Library
• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room
• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym

17

18
• Friday Morning
Men’s Group,
Library, 6:30 am
• Art-A-Whirl,
Hours TBD

19
• Art-A-Whirl,
Hours TBD

20
• Hope Avenue, 7:15-10 am
• Prayer Time, 8:20 am
• The Gathering, 10:00 am
• Worship, 10:30 am
• India Fundraiser, 11:30 am

21
• Women’s Bible
Study, 10:00 am,
Lounge

22

23
• Prayer Time, 8:20 am
• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room
• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym

24

25
• Friday Morning
Men’s Group,
Library, 6:30 am

26

27
• Hope Avenue, 7:15-10 am
• Prayer Time, 8:20 am
• The Gathering, 10:00 am
• Worship, 10:30 am

28
• Elim Book Club,
7:00 pm, Lounge

29

30

31

