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For some of us, the word glory causes mental fatigue. The more it’s said, the less we know what it means. 
Perhaps when we talk about “glorifying God,” we are overwhelmed to the point of despair, fear, or bore-
dom. Like the word miracle, today glory is ascribed to just about anything under the sun.  
 
In the Old Testament, not everything could be called glorious. The word kavod is a serious word and literal-
ly means heavy. When Moses tells God that he can’t go speak to Pharaoh, he says its “because I am slow 
[heavy] of speech and slow [heavy] of tongue.” (Ex. 4:10) The word kavod has strong figurative meaning. The 
heaviness of something was its importance or honor. One is commanded in the Torah to “honor [kaved] 
your father and mother.”  Someone honored a guest by offering them refreshments [kivud]. Isaiah the Proph-
et loves the word glory, and describes the train of God’s robes filling the temple as indicative of the whole 
earth being full of God’s heavyness or glory [kavod] (6:3)  
 
Simply put, God doesn’t do anything lightly—whatever God does, it’s done with kavod. 
 
The New Testament word for glory is doxa. Doxa enjoys a broader semantic range—it can mean a number 
of things. Classical Greeks (prior to the time of the NT) thought of doxa as the domain of opinion, belief, 
or of probable knowledge (as opposed to knowledge that we can be certain about). A more contemporary 
(but still before the time of Jesus) meaning of doxa can mean the sets of beliefs that are agreed upon by the 
members of a particular community. Doxa is valuable, therefore, to making decisions, creating and sustain-
ing that which brings order, and upholding that which is valuable to a society.  
 
I’ve often wondered about how this old definition of doxa might relate to the New Testament word for 
glory and the community of believers gathered in Jesus’ name. 
 
So here are some very brief thoughts.  
 
If doxa belongs to the realm of humans, then glory is limited to the domain of human perspective and under-
standing, and, therefore, belongs only to the realm of probability. But if doxa belongs to God (i.e. the NT 
phrase: glory of God), then God’s glory is that which, according to God, brings honor, order, and value.  
 
Take Paul’s command: “do everything to the glory of God.” (1 Cor. 10:31) There’s an implied “no” to the doxa 
of human beings here and a command to act in accordance with God’s best – the glory of God. 
 
Think about this famous verse: “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23) Paul prob-
ably has in mind there Psalm 8:5, which says that God crowned human beings with glory and honor. But 
how can humans help but do anything but fall short of God’s glory? 
 
Consider an illuminating example: “Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory.” (Heb 1:3) If that is true (which I be-
lieve it to be), then the human doxa, meets the kavod of God’s weighty eternal actions. In this sense, doxa is 
not merely belief or opinion as something passively received. Rather, Jesus is the “yes” answer to the dia-
logue within God’s self as to what is best, rational, true, honorable, and good.  
           … continued on page 2 



Page 2 February 2018  The Forecaster 

Continued from page 1... 
 
How does this help me worship? Encountering Jesus, encountering the 
Glory of God in the face of Christ, is more than coming down with or af-
firming a set of knowledge and opinions, but a relational experience with 
the very mind of God, revealed in the flesh.  
 
How does this help me to live out my faith better? If Jesus is God’s 
best, than our best can only be found in following Jesus.  Irenaeus, a theolo-
gian in the ancient church, said this famous line: “The glory of God is man fully 
alive.” This is sometimes translated, “The glory of God is man living.”  
 
How do I respond to God’s glory? We live out our faith, not depending 
on our own opinions, wisdom or strength, but on God’s. We walk by faith 
and not by sight. We shift our attention to Jesus, who IS the glory of God, 
and a human “fully alive.” We take part in the grace and love at work on 
earth in the here and now. As we ascribe glory only to things that are wor-
thy of it we will experience the life of aliveness. As members of God’s eter-
nal kingdom we slowly regain our sense of having been “crowned with glo-
ry and honor.” (Ps. 8:5)  
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February Birthdays! 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to everyone at 
Elim celebrating a birthday this month! 
 

Archie Thomas (2-1), Jill Jezierski (2-1), Launa Lewellyn (2-2), 
Paul Bremer (2-5), Jennifer Turnquist (2-6), Dave Bailey (2-7), 
Glen Champion (2-7), Eric Ferrey (2-7), Matt Hernick (2-9), 
Dorothy Larson (2-14), Jonah Knutson (2-20), Clayton Nolby (2-21), 
Jim Bremer (2-22), Sam Howell (2-22), Bev Bonasera (2-25), 
Ben Smith (2-26), Greta Wilson (2-28) 

The Unlimited / Kidz Klozet 
The Unlimited is now accepting donations of gently-
used, stylish, WINTER clothing—clean and on 
hangers. We can also use shoes and other accesso-
ries. Kidz Klozet is looking for clothing for kids of all 
ages, along with shoes, coats, backpacks…  anything 
kid-appropriate, we can use! You may drop off dona-
tions on Sundays in the old entry, behind the sanctu-
ary. During the week, the office accepts donations 
during regular office hours. The Unlimited and Kidz 
Klozet are both open on the first Thursday of the 
month, from 9 am—noon. Kidz Klozet is also open 
on the last Sunday of the month, from 8-10 am. 
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Elim Preschool News 
Happy Heart Month To All Of Our Friends! 
 
The month of February is upon us and it brings the promise of warm-
er weather on the horizon! We love the snow, but we also love the 
warmth of the sunshine and less outdoor clothes!! 
 
Our month will be filled with fun activities, outdoor play, games and 
Valentine parties! We are also having a few days this month that the 
dads will join us at school for some science fun and snack making! It 
will be so much fun for everyone. 
 
Registration is under way and is going very well. We are now open to the public, so tell all your friends 
about Elim! They can call for a tour and registration forms! I am so proud to be able to come to work eve-
ryday to a place that loves children as much as we all do. The love we get and the love that is shown daily is 
truly a blessing.  Have a wonderful month! 
 

Miche�e Espelien, Elim P�eschool Direct� 

Family VBS Is Coming Back This Summer! 
 

Mark your calendars for August  6-10 for Family 
Vacation Bible School. Our theme this year will 
be SHIPWRECKED: RESCUED BY JESUS! We 
will venture onto an uncharted island where kids 
survive and thrive. Kids, Youth and Adults will 
get anchored in the truth that Jesus carries them 
through life's storms.  
 
Once again, we will gather from 5:30 to 8:15 pm. 
Each night will begin with supper. After dinner 
we will gather in the Castaway Worship Center 

where we will sing and praise Jesus. Next, preschool through youth will travel through rotations such as 
Bible Discovery, Imagination Station, Ship Rec Games and enjoy some Tropical Treats. At the end of the 
evening we will meet at Sail Away Send Off to close out our activities. There will be adult classes offered . 
 
Family Vacation Bible School is a growth engine for our church and a great outreach for those who Jesus is 
making an all-out search for. We will need many volunteers to serve and cook dinner, teach and lead wor-
ship and recreation and care for babies. Sign ups for volunteers will begin in February. 
 
Begin to pray for whom you will invite to come to Family Vacation Bible School. You will be glad you did!  
 

Deb Somody, Direct� of Children’s Ministry 

Info Change 
Effective immediately, Shirley Lindberg will be using her cell phone as her main phone 
number.  If you need her new number, please call the church office. 
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Missions: The Heartbeat Of God (Part 2 of 5) 
 

Last month, we met Hussein, who had decided his life had no more value.  
Then he met a friend who said, “I’ve found Jesus!”  Excited, his friend con-
tinued.  “I’ve found peace.  No more drugs.”  Let’s listen: 
 
As his friend shared his story, something happened to Hussein:  he stopped 
thinking about death.  He stopped thinking about killing himself and started 
thinking about life. 
 
Later, his friend had a Bible sent to Hussein and then introduced him to a 
group of Jesus followers who gathered in a local park on a sunny afternoon. 
 
“I’d thought of killing myself, too, before I found Christ,” said one of the women who heard Hussein’s sto-
ry.  “Do you want to give all the pain in your life to Jesus?”   
 
He could think of no reason why he wouldn’t.  A God who wants a personal relationship with me?  A God 
who speaks of loving others?  A God who forgives sins—who will love me even if I make a mistake or miss 
a prayer?  So he received Jesus as his Savior and Lord. 
 
“I still didn’t understand what was happening to me,” he recalled, “but I felt something was different.  I 
knew my life was going to change.  Christ just said he wanted me to be his son!  This made me excited.  
This was very different from Islam.  Immediately, I felt light, and I was unnecessarily happy for no reason.” 
 
He reveled in his newfound faith.  Then came the testing… (to be continued next month) 
 

Carolyn Pinke, F� #e Missions Team 

 
 

ECY Update 
 

Elim Youth had a great opportunity to join with adults in Misfits Sunday School class in January, viewing and 
discussing Life Animated.  We are thankful that Elim is a church that invites, supports, instructs and enjoys 
their youth!  Here are a few of the things we have to look forward to this month: 
 
• During February in Sunday School we will begin a series entitled: “Does God Love You No Matter What?” 

Identity, self-image, doubt and anxiety, embarrassment, mood swings, bouncing back… these are im-
portant issues that we will talk about together. 

 

• On Wednesdays, we meet from 6:30-8 pm.  We hope to add a night of ‘diaper wars’ in February. 
 

• Our Super Bowl Party will happen (without our Vikings!) on Sunday, February 4.  Location TBD. 
 

• We will go to Comedy Sportz on Friday, February 9, with the show starting at 8 pm (date is tentative). 
 

• We’re also excited about the Elim Family Fun and Games night, on Saturday, February 24, from 4-7pm.  
 
Elim is blessed with great families and great students!  If you get a chance, introduce yourself and give a stu-
dent a pat on the back.   Let them know you appreciate having them around!  If you would like to be in-
volved with youth ministry, contact Rick or Beth Dischinger. 
 

Rick Dischinger, Interim Direct� of You# Ministry 
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50 + Lunch—Tuesday, February 6, Noon-1:30 pm—Our December lunch has been 
rescheduled for February.  We will eat at Jax Café. The full menu is available, per 
your taste and budget. This month’s theme is “All About Love!”  Come celebrate 
the love of Christ by combining Christmas and Valentine’s Day festivities.  Please 
bring a wrapped dollar store gift to share and be sure to contact Laurie Damberg 
to RSVP or if you have any questions. 
 
Mariners’ Breakfast—Tuesday, February 13, at 9 am—Breakfast in February will 
be at Pippins Restaurant (located at 2905 Snelling Avenue in Roseville). 

Leadership Team Update          Roger Dahl, Elim Church Chair 
 

This article is focused on pragmatic items. These things will be explained at the business meeting on Sunday, 
January 28, but this article increases the chances that you are informed. 
 
We finished the 3rd quarter of our fiscal year on a very positive note. The 2017-18 budget was ambitious, 
for good reasons, and last April the Leadership Team promised to alter the budget if necessary. In late De-
cember the figures did not look good. The LT came to our January meeting ready to talk about budget re-
ductions (including salaries). Staff was notified of this possibility. Then late December happened. Our budg-
et shortfall was halved and we were within $1,500 of our costs meeting our expenses. We informed staff 
that there would be no alteration in compensation. The LT was ready to deal with this, though it would 
have been painful. I only had two reactions from our staff, and they were both understanding, positive and 
spiritually based. What a great staff. January and February are usually below budget giving months. We will 
continue to be careful in our spending and we ask that you continue to support God’s work called Elim. 
 
Other pragmatic items: We have been replacing lights bulbs to increase efficiency. The lower and main lev-
els are done. The 3rd floor (Atrium level), was not done and needed about $900 more in materials. That 
floor is now done except for two rooms. The savings for this is around $200 per month. In the long run, 
this makes great sense. Our thanks to the gentlemen who did this work. Office renovation is also in its last 
stages as Don and Jan Heide work their magic, via a lot of work, on the main part of the office. The win-
dows project has taken a lot longer than expected, but the delays were not Elim’s. We are hopeful that 
things will be completed quickly. Our insurance agent did “a walk through” with Beth Dischinger, and we 
were left with a list of things to correct. The list was shorter than previous ones, with none of the items 
being huge. We are taking steps to correct what was pointed out.  
 
Finally, Hope Ave ran the emergency shelter for two long stretches recently. This was the right thing to do 
but it had pragmatic effects. Pastor Becky organized volunteers and some of the Hope Ave folks and put in 
endless hours and energy. This was not without costs but we did receive over $5,500 as designated giving 
to Hope Ave. We also saw a group of Hope Avenue folks step up to affect newcomers’ behavior, help out 
in the work, and increase a sense of “we are in this together.” 
 
Elim adds to my grey hair and interrupted sleep, but Elim also makes me smile. I still believe that doing, as 
well as saying, spiritual things is why we are here and a statement that God’s word and work matters.  

Game Night & Social Gathering—February 24, 4:30-7:30 pm 
ElimKids, ECY and their families are invited to the Gym and Atrium for a simple meal, dodge ball, games 
(with youth and adults), and a song or two, as well as time together with friends and families.  Note: Even 
if you do not have kids in the children’s or youth programs, you are still very welcome to attend! 
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Time Sensitive Information 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

• Kidz Klozet, 
Unlimited open, 
9:00 am 

2 
 

3 
 

4 

• Hope Avenue, 7:15-10 am 

• Prayer Time, 8:20 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

5 

• Women’s Bible 
Study, 10:00 am, 
Lounge 

6 

• “50 + Lunch,”   
Jax Café, Noon 

7 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• Wednesday Night Live, 6:00 pm 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11  COMMUNION 

• Hope Avenue, 7:15-10 am 

• Prayer Time, 8:20 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

12 

• Women’s Bible 
Study, 10:00 am, 
Lounge 

13 

• Mariners’       
Breakfast,          
9:00 am 

 
 

14 

• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1 pm, Library 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 

• Hope Avenue, 7:15-10 am 

• Prayer Time, 8:20 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

19 

• Women’s Bible 
Study, 10:00 am, 
Lounge 

 

20 
 

21 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

22 
 

23 
 

24 

• Game Night and 
Social Gathering, 
Gym & Atrium, 
4:30 pm  

25 

• Hope Avenue, 7:15-10 am 

• Prayer Time, 8:20 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

26 

• Women’s Bible 
Study, 10:00 am, 
Lounge 

27 
 

28 

• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1 pm, Library 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

   


