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THE 
FORECASTER

Introducing HopeHomes 

Christ centered housing

"REVELATION"
Opens October 31st, 5:30PM

...See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed!  Revelation 5:5



N O W  T H R U  D E C E M B E R

“Revelation” will be opening on Oct 31st at 5:30pm in the south portico at Elim just off
the 13th Ave sidewalk! We will be interacting with the neighborhood on that evening,
handing out candy and welcoming people to view “Revelation”.   
 
The main feature of this installment is a series of mixed media pieces done by
members of Abbey Way Church. There is also at the center a portrait of Jesus by
Miriam Knuth, mother of Nick Knuth. The square portraits are meant to bring to life
the incredible imagery of the last book of the Bible, Revelation, a vision John has on
the island of Patmos. This book reflects the powerful apocalyptic hope and outlook of
community of John. The imagery in John’s apocalypse (revelation), is meant to
convey the powerful and fearful deliverance of Christ who will return in glory to judge
the living and the dead.



November Events
November 2nd - 4th 
Trout Lake Camp youth retreat!  $150/ pp 20 spots reserved! 
 

SENIOR LUNCHEON TUESDAY  
NOV 6.  AT 12 NOON 

November 16th - 17th 
Elim Fall Men's retreat at Ham Lake.  The event will be low cost, and will include
food, relaxation time, and discussions on virtue. Please email
paul@elimchurch.com if you are interested in helping with this exciting event! 
 

November 15th 
Come to the Wedding shower for Kailyn Hill and Gregg Van Der Wal November
15th at 6:30pm- 8:30pm.  We will be serving dessert, coffee and tea.   Registered at
Target and REI. 
 

November 13th 
The Mariners will meet at the Original Pancake House (1661 County Rd B2 W,
Roseville) for breakfast on Nov. 13th at 9:00 AM. 
 

Come join us as we celebrate a day of thanksgiving. 
Turkey and dressing will be provided.  Please bring the
fixings. 
 
Call Kathy Huffman with any questions: 
(612) 406 - 8907



WE  HAD  42+ PARTICIPATE  PLUS   
ADDITIONAL  DONATIONS  TOTALING   
NEARLY  $1000 .  WE  THANK  ALL  THE
PARTICIPANTS ,  DONATORS ,  AND   
VOLUNTEERS  FOR  MAKING  THIS   

WONDERFUL  EVENT  TAKE  PLACE .   
THE  PEOPLE  OF  ANURAG  WILL   
BE  TRULY  BLESSED  BY  YOUR   

GENEROSITY .

THE  
ANURAG 5K  
WAS A HUGE

SUCCESS!



Add a little bit of body text

This is a highlight for many students during their time in youth group! 
 We get to join with hundreds of others in worship, play and 
celebration of God’s goodness!  It is a great time to connect with one 
another and begin to develop meaningful, lasting friendships.   A 
bonus this year, is that Daylight Savings Time happens on this 
retreat, so we get to enjoy that one extra hour of cabin slumber! 
 
Because of Elim’s generosity, a special benevolent offering was 
designated for this youth retreat!  Every student that wanted to 
attend this year could! 
 
The cost for the weekend was covered for those unable to afford the 
full price! That's a big deal!  As a youth leader, every attempt is made 
to make youth activities accessible to all and to be good stewards of 
the monies entrusted to us.  Trout Lake Fall retreat can be an expense 
that some families are unable to afford.  It is such an encouragement 
to know that the Elim family supports and cares for each other in so 
many ways!  For Beth and I, more than half of our lives has been 
worshiping, growing, and serving with Elim Church!  We raised our 
girls here and have been blessed recently to share our grandchild 
with Elim (Boppa Rit’s church)!    We have come to know each of the 
students as if they are family!  It has been a privilege to be a small 
part of their experience meeting Jesus through Elim Church!   Thanks 
to each of you! 

E L I M   

Y O U T H

T R O U T !

G O E S  T O

As you are reading this, many of Elim’s youth 
are enjoying a weekend retreat at Trout Lake 

Camp, November 2-4.   

- Rick Dischinger 
Interim Director of   Youth Ministry 



                 This year 
 
                               
                                                                will be close to home.

Operation Christmas

A small Christmas tree will be in the foyer beginning November 4th decorated with white angels. Take
one, two, three or four angels off the tree  and sign your name onto the Angel form at the bottom of the
tree with the number of angels you took. When you bring your Walmart Gift Cards to church, tuck each
inside an unsealed signed Christmas Card with a blessing or greeting from you and place it inside the
Operation Angel Tree gift box that will be under the tree.  

 

We will be collecting the gift cards til December 2nd and then presenting them to MIchelle Espelien,

Elim’s Nursery School Director, to distribute to the families in need right within our walls. May the words
of this Christmas Carol ring true within our hearts as we give: 

We will be doing an Angel Tree for families who attend Elim Nursery School. Right
here in our building there are over 40 families that need a helping hand this

Christmas. We will have the opportunity to help them by purchasing a $25 gift card
from Walmart for each family.  

“Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 

And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 

This Holy tide of Christmas 
All other doth efface. 

O... tidings of comfort and Joy” 
 

Deborah Somody 

 
 Director of Children’s 

Ministry at Elim 

“Where Kids Matter” 

 



Anja's 
Corner
Anja's 
Corner
We have just returned home (Oct 26) from our
extended stay at the “Suites” at Gillette. This is
truly an amazing place with such a gifted team of
doctors and therapists. My expectations were
exceeded for the simple fact that Anja is
beginning to speak and sing along to her favorite
songs. Not always intelligible but such a joy to
hear her for the first time since January! What a
blessing, thank you God! 
 
Anja’s upper body strength has improved and is
able to do some help in getting her shirt on,
moving from her bed to her wheelchair and rolling
onto her side. She also has a new mobility
transportation approved wheelchair with custom
seating. Yay, now we can use handicapped
services for some of her transportation needs
including getting to school and fewer daddy lifts
getting her into and out of our truck which is
taking its toll on my arms and back. We are
beginning to consider the need for a handicapped
equipped van for the long term.  She is continuing
this week at Gillette’s outpatient clinics for OT, PT
and Speech between Maple Grove and
Minnetonka 3 to 4 days a week for the
foreseeable future and look forward to her
continuing progress. While these weeks will be
busy it is so good to again be home. Our meeting,
including Anja, with the University of Minnesota
for Anja’s future cancer treatment did happen on
October 12.  
 
Having several conversations with our Oncology
team we knew going into this that Bone Marrow
Treatment (BMT) was not on the table for Anja
since many of the chemo’s they use need to
include those that they believe caused her brain
injury. BMT is still the most effective treatment for
a relapse of Leukemia with about a 60% cure
rate. 
 

If we had to go forward with a treatment today we
would choose CAR-T, (T cell replacement
therapy) one of the new immunotherapies that
attempt to rewire the cells to hopefully target the
specific cancer cell. This could be done at the U
of M or Mayo. This procedure has all of its own
unique side effects but one in particular we were
not aware of until this meeting. CAR-T also has a
neurological impact that effects nearly all patients
and most fully recover. Unfortunately, with Anja
there’s no way to know just how “strong” her brain
is and could be a permanent setback for her or
one that she’s unable to survive. 
 
At this time the University would like to try to keep
Anja’s leukemia in remission for as long as
possible with the hope that this will also give her
brain the best chance at recovery before having
to go forward with either treatment. We agree with
that assessment too, although it sometimes feels
like we’re just kicking the ball down the field. So
many things to keep in prayer as we continue to
see God’s grace and the miracles that he is doing
with her! 
 
On the home front it’s been difficult to get into the
“new normal” of life with all that's going on but do
look forward to that day. We are tired…no,
exhausted most days but are all healthy. We all
miss you and just this week Anja asked if we
could go to church on Sunday! We are all hoping
for that.  Again, thank you all for your prayers and
support and I know I say this all the time, and it’s
true, that we wouldn’t be where we are without
this church and the countless ways we feel
blessed by each of you.  

 
God Bless,                    
   

 Jeff & MeiQi 



Greetings from Elim 

Preschool
We are so excited to be starting another 

great month of preschool.  We have had so 

much fun so far playing in the leaves, doing 

science experiments, visiting with all the 

wonderful families and getting ready for the 

holidays.  Our monthly Bible verse is, "Oh 

give thanks to the Lord for He is good." This 

month, we will be talking about the season 

of giving and giving thanks for all that we 

have. In doing so, we will talk about all the 

wonderful gifts that God gives us to be 

thankful for: our families, our friends and all 

the people we meet each day.  The teachers 

and I are excited for the next couple of 

months. They will be filled with love, 

excitement and the special birthday (for 

Jesus) that we all wait for each year. 

Let us be thankful for all we have... 

- Michelle and the 

       preschool staff 



Repeating myself, and some of the information that was given at Elim’s 

Oct 28th Quarterly meeting, I am going to do exactly that. It is important 

to be clear and for those who were not there to be informed. 

 

Much of the meeting dealt with programs and events but I wish to focus on 

Elim’s recent financial and stewards' issues. The bad news is: through the 

summer and September we had an increase in things needing to be fixed 

and a decrease in income from giving. Therefore, we are behind in giving 

by $30 K and over the spending budget by about $10 K. Costs included: 

repairs on the air conditioning, dish washer, walk in refrigerator, stoves, 

plumbing on two occasions; necessary expenses to maintain our insurance 

and to replace old fire extinguishers; and the payment of several 

maintenance contracts in September. The good news is: we fixed a number 

of necessary things and October was a healthier month in giving. 

 

We have taken several small steps to increase our income, such as: 

slightly increasing what we ask for from Abbey Way and Tree of Life; 

slightly decreasing our financial support of the Elim Preschool; and 

adjusting our rates for the rental of our space to better consider both the 

spaces used and the duration of their use. The other churches and the 

preschool were part of the conversation. We will still have some catching 

up to do and hopefully November and December will be similar to October. 

 

Please be reminded that everything that we do has some form of cost. 

Please also be reminded that we, as in Elim, are doing a lot of good things 

which help people and glorify the name of Jesus. We worship, educate, 

feed and clothe people in need and attempt to act in ways that benefit our 

community and give evidence that we seek to both speak and act 

according to God’s direction. We have reasons to be proud of Elim, 

optimistic about the future and happy to support the work here, as we are 

able. 

Elim's Second Quarterly Meeting Recap

Roger Dahl 

Chair of Leadership Team



I N TRODUC ING

S O B E R  A N D  G H R I S T - C E N T E R E D  H O U S I N G

A new team has developed at Elim with the purpose of seeking God's leading in opening a shelter and

providing housing for those experiencing homelessness:

T H E  H O P E  A V E N U E  S H E L T E R  A N D  H O U S I N G  B O A R D

HOPEHOMES  HOUS ING  L LC

We have met for several months to pray and begin

the foundational steps of a business plan and

vision statement. At the board’s direction,

HopeHomes Housing is a newly created LLC

dedicated to housing people who otherwise can’t

pass a background check. The first house opens

November 1, is located in North Minneapolis and

will house five men who will pay the rent and

utilities.

How can you help? First of all, we welcome your

prayers as we celebrate God’s goodness and

expression of love through each of us. We shout

out a huge THANK YOU for your generosity and

the gifts of the grill, beds and bedding, dishes and

lamps, couches and chairs, and a washer/dryer.

We are still in need of chairs for the dining room

table, bed pillows, bedding and rugs, lamps,

dressers, door mats, lawnmower and snow shovels.

Both bathrooms need shower curtains and

bathroom accessories. You may also give a

financial gift to this new ministry.

Help Wanted: someone or a team to provide

property management. For now this is a volunteer

position for someone with the heart to serve the

Lord in this way. 

Our heartfelt THANK YOU goes to Kale Johnson for

the amazing work he did to restore the wood

floors, answer questions and give direction. Dale

Dzubak for being the best assistant possible

alongside Kale! Joseph Harper and Daniel Clark Sr.

for their willingness to conquer the floor sander,

Leonard Knight for everything from door knobs to

toilets to a calm presence, Ebony Spears for her

cleaning ability extraordinaire, and Derren

Abendroth for everything in between. Their

contributions helped create this house into a

home.  And to Heather and Dave Carlson and to

Roger Dahl for coordinating the pick up of

donations, and for Malik McDowell, Mark Gregory

and Grover Harris for supplying the muscles. 

 

The Hope Avenue Shelter Board welcomes your

questions or comments: Heather Carlson, Pastor

Becky, Dave Gislason, Mark Gregory, Gloria Metz,

Pastor Paul, Kim Stevens, and Sue Watlov Phillips.



401 93rd Avenue NE 
Coon Rapids Mn 55433 

Arrive by 9:15 am 
to sign in for 9:30 – 11:30 am scheduled event 

 
Make reservations by 

email: bonniejjohnson@yahoo.com 
Or phone: 651-604-0094 

 
Afterwards we will have lunch at Culver’s 

611 Coon Rapids Blvd NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

Merry Makers invite you to pack food at

Jewelry Policy 
To comply with FDA requirements: remove all opportunity for foreign objects to fall into our 
life-saving meals (which could cause choking, tooth breakage and more), FMSC volunteers 

must remove all jewelry and/or accessories before packing. Special lockers and plastic bags 
will be available. 

Thursday, Nov. 15 2018



You  can  

tell  a  

lot  about  

a  person  

by  his  

shoes

Please help our Hope Avenue friends by

spreading the word that we are in need of used

winter clothing, especially: coats, scarves, hats,

gloves, hoodies, and boots.  You may also make a

financial donation by marking it for Hope

Avenue, and it will go directly to the needs of the

ministry. Tax-deductible receipts are available.

You can drop the items in the donation box on

the first floor outside the elevator OR at the

church office M-F 8 am - 12 noon. 

 

Thank you for these tangible blessings.

where he's goin... 

 

where he's been... 

 

but when a person doesn't have

shoes... 

 

 what will you tell them?

Donate  

 today
Used winter hats, boots,

gloves, scarves, hoodies,

coats, and boots

Taped Shoes from Hope Avenue 10.28.18



"JESUS"

1 2  W O R D S  I N  2 0 1 8  

 

“Jesus” is extremely common, 

but why is it so significant? 

“Jesus” is a Romanized version of the Ancient 

Hebrew name Yeshua, a common name in the 

Old Testament. The “Yah” sound is abbreviated 

from of the Tetragrammaton Y-H-W-H… the 

name of God given to Moses in Exodus 3.  So the 

name Joshua is theophoric.  In other words, 

based from the name of God YaH-WeH. Just think 

about the many names in the Bible that begin or 

end with -Yah, or -El (words for God): Dani-EL, 

Hezeki-YAH, or how about EL-i-JAH. "Yah is my 

God." 

 

 

Each month of 2018’s Elim Forecasters, I’ve 

written about a different word: 

 

Love • Glory • Grace • Witness • Remember • 

Eternity •  God • Humanity • Scandal • Honor 

•  and this month it's the word... Jesus. 

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT PAST FORECASTERS  • SO FAR IN 2018...  

PASTOR  PAUL  STEPHEN  OLSON  

 

First Half: Yah -

In our American culture hardly anyone is 

named Jesus, but If you grew up in Mexico you 

would have known a “Jesús” (hey-soos) who 

lived in your barrio.  Instead, we use “Joshua” 

its English-Jewish counter-part. “Jesus”, 

(from Greek: Iesus) was a common name in 

New Testament times, and it was the name 

which the angel in Matthew said, Give that 

name to this Boy; "It is He that shall save His 

people from their sins." 

Jesus is a name 

 

Second Half: - Shua

The second half of the name -shua comes from 

the Hebrew word ‘yasha’ and means deliverance 

or salvation. The one who is named 'yasha' 

brings deliverance and is known as a savior from 

earthly oppression.  

 

 

Love • Glory • Grace • Witness • Remember • Eternity • God • Humanity • Scandal • Honor



So put together the two parts of the name come 

together to mean “God - Saves”. BDB Theological 

Dictionary defines Joshua as, Yah Is Salvation. 

The feminine noun Yeh-shua meant salvation in 

spiritual and physical terms -- not just spiritual 

freedom but financial and even political 

freedom. (Gen 49:18, 2 Sam 10:11). The most 

famous Joshua (son of Nun) in the Old 

Testament, lead the people out of the wilderness 

and into the promised land, completing their 

deliverance from Pharaoh (although it was 40 

years in the making!) 

THE 12 WORDS IN 2018 
 

 

God Saves 

Jesus is more than an English word or 

Romanized name. "Jesus" embodies the history 

of the deliverance of God’s people. It is a name 

that is above every name because of the truth it 

tells.  

When we say the word “Jesus” we make a 

confession of faith. When we proclaim “Jesus” 

we offer to the world the path toward true 

freedom and deliverance from oppression. As 

thanksgiving and the Christmas season 

approach be sure to share with others what 

Jesus really means.  

"When we say the 

word 'Jesus' we 

make a confession 

of faith.  When we 

proclaim “Jesus” we 

offer to the world 

the path toward 

true freedom and 

deliverance." 

 

A Confession of Faith

Love • Glory • Grace • Witness • Remember • Eternity  

• God • Humanity • Scandal • Honor • Jesus



November

R I C H A R D  D I S C H I N G E R  

E D  D E H A A N  

J A C Q U E L I N E  O S B O R N  

S T E P H A N I E  I V E R S O N  

A A R O N  K L A E R S  

N I C O L A S  K N U T H  

C A S S I E  C H A M P I O N  

J A N I C E  H E I D E  

B R A D  G E O R G E   

A R L E N E  B R U I N S  

M A R Y  W E S T E R B E R G  

B E R I T  T U R N Q U I S T  

J U D Y  M O S E M A N  

S A R I T A  V E N K A T R A T H N A M  

A N N I K A  P A U L S O N  

N A T A L Y  G E N T O L I Z O  

R U T H  T Y B E R G  

N O A H  T U R N Q U I S T  

V I C K I  G J E S V O L D   

E R I C  F L E M I N G  

 

1 1 - 0 2  
1 1 - 0 4  
1 1 - 0 8  
1 1 - 1 0  
1 1 - 1 0  
1 1 - 1 0  
1 1 - 1 2  
1 1 - 1 3  
1 1 - 1 3  
1 1 - 1 6  
1 1 - 1 7  
1 1 - 1 8  
1 1 - 1 9  
1 1 - 2 0  
1 1 - 2 0  
1 1 - 2 1  
1 1 - 2 2  
1 1 - 2 5  
1 1 - 2 6  
1 1 - 2 7  
 

Birthdays!
E L I M  
C H U R C H  
 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  M A R I O N

B R U N D E L L  F O R  T U R N I N G  9 0  O N

O C T O B E R  2 0 T H !  



Read the Bible 
in six Months

Get on pace with others 
from Elim as we read 
through the bible 
chronologically through 
till the year's end. 
 
Read and be refreshed 
as you encounter the 
Scripture.  You can join 
us on Mondays at 10 AM 
in the lounge to discuss 

what we've read or do it 
on your own.  Check the 
monthly Forecaster for 
the reading plan. 
We will be using the 
New Living Translation.  
You can get a copy at 
church.  Email Pastor 
Becky with any 
questions at: 
becky@elimchurch.com



Day 125, November 1 
John 7-10 
Luke 10 
Day 126, November 2 
Luke 12-15 
Day 127, November 3 
Matthew 19-20 
Mark 10 
Luke 16-19 
Day 128, November 4 
Matthew 26, 21-23 
Mark 11-12:12, 14:3-9 
Luke 20-21:4; 13:31-35 
John 2:13-25; 11:55-12 
Day 129, November 5 
Matthew 24-25; 26:1-5, 
14-35 
Mark 13; 14:1-2, 10-31 
Luke 22:1-38 
John 13 
Day 130, November 6 
Matthew 26:36-75 
Mark 14:32-72 
Luke 22:39-71 
John 14-18:1-27 
Day 131, November 7 
Matthew 27 
Mark 15 
Luke 23 
John 18-19 
Psalm 22 
Day 132, November 8 
Matthew 28 
Mark 16 
Luke 24 
John 20-21 
Acts 1-4 
Psalm 110 
 

Day 133, November 9 
Acts 5-11 
Day 134, November 10 
Acts 12-14 
James 1-5 
Day 135, November 11 
Galatians 1-6 
Day 136, November 12 
Acts 15-18:18 
Day 137, November 13 
1 Thessalonians 1-5 
2 Thessalonians 1-3 
Day 138, November 14 
Acts 18-19 
1 Corinthians 1-4 
Day 139, November 15 
1 Corinthians 5-11 
Day 140, November 16 
1 Corinthians 12-16 
Day 141, November 17 
2 Corinthians 1-9 
Day 142, November 18 
2 Corinthians 10-13 
Romans 1-4 
Acts 20:1-3 
Day 143, November 19 
Romans 5-12 
Day 144, November 20 
Romans 13-16 
Acts 20:4-23:35 
Day 145, November 21 
Acts 24-28 
Day 146, November 22 
Philippis 1-4 
Philemon 
Colossians 1-4 
Day 147, November 23 
 

Ephesians 1-6 
Titus 1-3 
Day 148, November 24 
1 Timothy 1-6 
1 Peter 1-5 
Day 149, November 25 
Hebrews 1-8 
Day 150, November 26 
Hebrews 9-13 
2 Timothy 1-4 
Day 151, November 27 
Jude 2 
2 Peter 1-3 
1 John 1-5 
2 John; 3 John 
Day 152, November 28 
Revelation 1-10 
Day 153, November 29 
Revelation 11-18 
Day 154, November 30 
Revelation 19-22 
Matthew 25:21a 



Elim 
Church 
Staff

Our staff here at Elim Church 

encourages meaningful, Christ- 

centered relationships and 

communication with all people.          

Paul Olson 
Lead Pastor 

Extension 106 
paul@elimchurch.com 

 
Becky Hanson 

Pastor, Congregational Care 
Hope Avenue 

Extension 108 
becky@elimchurch.com 

 
Randy Somody 

Pastor, Spiritual Formation 
randy@elimchurch.com 

 
Deb Somody 

Director of Children’s Ministry 
Extension 102 

deb@elimchurch.com 
 

Rick Dischinger 
Interim Director of Youth Ministry 

Extension 107 
rick@elimchurch.com 

 
Linda Bonasera 

Children’s Ministry Admin 
elimkids685@elimchurch.com 

 
Melanie Eslinger 

Worship Coordinator 
melanie@elimchurch.com 

 

Stephen Murck 
Safety and Security 

security@elimchurch.com 
 

Leonard Knight 
Alberta Knight 
Mark Gregory 

Custodians 
info@elimchurch.com 

 
Michelle Espelien 

Elim Preschool Director 
michelle@elimpreschool.org 

 
Heather Olson 
Office Manager 

heather@elimchurch.com 
 

Carlos Martinez 
Graphic Designer, Office Assistant 

carlos@elimchurch.com 
 

Matt Smith 
Young Adult & Small Group Intern 

matt@elimchurch.com 
 

Andy Johnson 
Youth Intern 

andy@elimchurch.com 
 

Roger Dahl 
Chair of Leadership Team 

roger@elimchurch.com 
 

You can get in touch with 

our staff through the 

contact information 

below





November 2018

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

29 30 3128 1

2

4

3

5 6 7

8

11

109

12 1514

13

16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25

26

27

28

Seniors Bible Study 

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share 

 

Sunday Activities

Sunday Activities 

Youth Retreat

Sunday Activities

Sunday Activities

Sunday Activities

Women's Bible Study 

 

 Men's Group 

Youth Retreat

Men's Group

Men's Group 

Men's Retreat

Office is ClosedWomen's Bible Study 

Book Club

Women's Bible Study

Family gLo  5:30 PM

Kidz Klozet 

The Unlimited 

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share 

Women's Bible Study

Women's Bible Study Mariners' Breakfast

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share 

Wednesday Night Live

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share

Elim Church 

685 13th Ave NE 

Minneapolis, MN 55413

612-789-3591 612-789-9601FaxPhone

29 30

50+ Thanksgiving 

Lunch

FMSC 

Wedding Shower for Kate 

and Greg Van Der Wal

 Youth Retreat

Men's Retreat

Office is Closed

Seniors Bible Study 

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share 

 


