
ELIM CHURCH | NE MPLS 

OCTOBER 2018

Tarradiddle: The word you never

knew that describes our world today

12 Words in 2018: Honor 

By Paul Olson

in this issue

THE 
FORECASTER

Qtr. 2 Financial Report 

By Leadership Team





Suggested donation 

is $30 to run... 

 

but whatever you 

can contribute will 

make a difference!

RUN 
 

WALK 
 

CHEER



  Sometimes  

                 “reality” 

                          is too stark and hard to change or ignore.

For me, this summer brought some

unwanted realities: physical work at Elim and

at home was more than normal; my health

was scary and exhausting; and concern for

granddaughter Sofie and family reminded

me that I can’t fix a lot of things. But: tasks at

Elim and at home are largely done; in terms

of health, I have moved on to “better”; and

Sofie is home with the family, though issues

are still complex. “Reality” has changed a bit

and how I see it has changed.   

 

Elim has also hit some hard “realities” this

summer. Giving is substantially below

budget – a common summer event, but this

is deeper. Building repairs and the cost of

maintenance contracts have been well over

what was budgeted. Plumbing issues, air

conditioning, fire extinguisher replacement,

costs connected to insurance requirements

etc. have been greater in number and cost.

We usually can tell you that we are behind in

income but ahead in costs.  

 

That is not true after this summer. And, we

now are looking at serious costs due to an

aging and dying walk in refrigerator. But, be

reminded of the many parts of our building

that look better and are more efficient, due

to repairs, upgrades and rearrangements.

More importantly: I think there are some new

faces amongst us; Sept 9 th felt great in

several ways; we are working out the details

of our recent changes; and, in my view, I feel

a sense of optimism and commitment to

Elim’s future. 

 

Everyone has had times when this has been true...

We cannot control the “realities” that hit us.

We can control how we react. As always,

being here and interacting with people

around us helps us, others and Elim.  Doing,

though the nature of what one can do varies,

also helps us, others and Elim.   This is a time

when we need to remember to live up to our

financial commitments and, if possible, to

help out a little more, as our needs are

currently more. 

 

 In October, we might need to do an across

the board reduction in spending. That hurts

programs and it hurts our staff. 

 

Our house will give a little extra this month. If

you have that option, think of it this way:  

“Where your heart

is, there will your

treasure be also.”  

Matthew 6:21  

By Roger Dahl



Financial Report  
Nearing the End of Quarter 2

Despite strong giving early in the year, financial Numbers for the end of Q2 shows a deficit in 
budget and expenses of $30,198.40. This is due partly to the fact that our giving over the latter part 
of the summer did not keep up the pace alongside our budgeted estimates, and due to a number of 
building improvements and fixes performed over the summer. 

Budgeted Giving                     209,666.66 
Actual Giving (Apr-Aug 18)     188,369.25 
Difference                               21,297.41 

Property expenses, (building and contract maintenance costs) were more than what was expected 
for this time of year causing our total expenses to be above what was budgeted. 
Total Expenses (Budgeted)     211,313.02 

Total Expenses (Actual)          220,214.01 
Difference                               8,900.99 
 
Total Difference: -$30,198                            

Please pray about and consider what you might give this month in addition to regular giving to 
make up for this shortfall and so that our fall and winter ministries will go unaffected.  The 
leadership team in coordination with the stewards have been working hard to prioritize projects 
in order to keep our building functioning, safe and beautiful. Our staff is making wise decisions 
about expenses for programming and being as resourceful as possible as we undertake the great 
joy and  responsibility laid out in front of us. As believers, our giving, tithing, and contributions 
are not only a critical part of our own spiritual journeys, they are crucial for the ongoing work of 
the ministry here at Elim that we all treasure and love.   Much love, 
 
~ Pastor Paul and the Leadership Team 



This first week has been an adjustment for all of us, new doctors, nurses, therapists and learning 
our way around the maze of hallways that all hospitals seem to have but we are feeling settled and 
they wasted no time in putting Anja to work. Her day begins between 8:30 and 9:00 every morning 
with an hour break for lunch and goes until 3:00 or 4:00 each afternoon, Monday through Friday, a 
half day on Saturday and Sundays off. She is working hard, sometimes through tears, but she 
pushes through and we are just amazed at her strength and will power to do what is asked. 
The rehab team has also been impressed by the early results of what they are seeing and feel she 
will benefit from an extended stay with a tentative discharge date of October 26. That date could 
move up or back depending on the progress Anja is able to make at this time. Once she is done here 
she will continue with outpatient therapy at Gillette in Maple Grove. 
 
Anja began to chew about 3 weeks ago and while she can’t feel hunger or fullness she is enjoying 
foods, especially sweets and chips, that she hasn’t eaten since January. We’ve been careful on what 
we’ve allowed her to try and on Monday they did a swallow study and they have cleared her for all 
foods! 
 
We continue to see this “awakening” of Anja’s brain and body, such a slow process but one that is 
still happening! We don’t know when or if this might stop but believe that God’s hand is upon this 
child and will bring a full healing to her. We ask for continued prayers that her Leukemia will 
remain in remission while we give her body time to heal. 
 
We thank all of you for your love, support and prayers. Our family feels so blessed to have such a 
wonderful and caring church family that we love dearly and gives us strength every day. 

I’m writing this as Anja has just completed her first week at Gillette Children’s in St Paul. Gillette is 
part of Region’s Hospital and is recognized nationally and internationally as one of the top 
rehabilitation hospitals for children. We are so blessed to have these top facilities in our backyard, 
close to family and friends. We pray often for the families we meet, how difficult for many who are 
so far away from husbands, wives, brothers and sisters. It’s difficult for us when Anja is in the 
hospital and we are close to home, I can’t imagine how hard for those families that are separated 
for weeks and months. 

Anja
by Jeff Alvord



ElimKids

Our Ministry Fair brought many new faces to our Kid’s Ministry Team.  We are excited to
welcome David Johnson as a large group elementary teacher to The Big God Story on
Sundays at 9:00. David brings experience of being a small group leader as well as a Kidmo
leader. 
   
Amanda Holmes has joined our Early Childhood Sunday School class as an assistant teacher.
She is a great addition to our team.  Lori Bailey has accepted the role of small group leader
twice a month for our 4th and 5th grade kids. Lori has been a faithful substitute as well as
serving at our Check In Station. Our Check In Station has been expanded and strengthened in
the addition of Brenda Anderson, Grace Smith, and Shirley Lindberg. Thank you for serving
once a month as you welcome families and support safety for our kids. 
 
Our nursery is still looking for two Faithful volunteers to serve 5 times during the year. Our
Nursery Director, Colleen Knuth, would love to have a co-leader on Wednesdays once a
month for WNL. Please speak to or email Colleen or Deb Somody to help serve in one of these
loving and caring roles.  
 
Contact Us 
colleentr@gmail.com (nursery)   
deb@elimchurch.com (children's director) 
 
Serve with us as we grow up the next generation of Christ Followers! 

Welcomes New Volunteers!



Read the Bible 
in six Months

Get on pace with others 
from Elim as we read 
through the bible 
chronologically through 
till the year's end. 
 
Read and be refreshed 
as you encounter the 
Scripture.  You can join 
us on Mondays at 10 AM 
in the lounge to discuss 

what we've read or do it 
on your own.  Check the 
monthly Forecaster for 
the reading plan. 
We will be using the 
New Living Translation.  
You can get a copy at 
church.  Email Pastor 
Becky with any 
questions at: 
becky@elimchurch.com



Day 94, October 1 
2 King 22-23 
2 Chronicles 34-35 
Habakkuk 1-3 
Day 95, October 2 
Joel 1-3 
Jeremiah 1-4 
Day 96, October 3 
Jeremiah 5-12 
Day 97, October 4 
Jeremiah 13-20 
Day 98, October 5 
Jeremiah 21-28 
Day 99, October 6 
Jeremiah 29-37 
Day 100, October 7 
Jeremiah 38-40, 52 
Psalms 74, 79 
2 Kings 24-25 
2 Chronicles 36:1-21 
Day 101, October 8 
Jeremiah 41-44 
Obadiah 
Psalms 82, 83 
Day 102, October 9 
Jeremiah 45-50 
Day 103, October 10 
Jeremiah 51 
Psalm 137 
Lamentations 1:1-3:36 
Day 104, October 11 
Lamentations 3:37- 
5:22 
Ezekiel 1-4 
Day 105, October 12 
Ezekiel 5-12 
Day 106, October 13 
Ezekiel 13-20 
 

Day 107, October 14 
Ezekiel 21-28 
Day 108, October 15 
Ezekiel 29-36 
Day 109, October 16 
Ezekiel 37-44 
Day 110, October 17 
Ezekiel 45-48 
Daniel 1-3 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 
Day 111, October 18 
Ezra 4-6 
Haggai 1-2 
Day 112, October 19 
Zechariah 1-14 
Day 113, October 20 
Esther 1-10 
Day 114, October 21 
Malachi 1-4 
Psalm 50 
Ezra 7-10 
Day 115, October 22 
Nehemiah 1-7 
Day 116, October 23 
Nehemiah 8-13 
Psalm 126 
Day 117, October 24 
Psalm 106 
John 1:4-14 
Matthew 1 
Luke 1:1-2:38 
Day 118, October 25 
Matthew 2-3; 4:1-22; 
13:54-58 
Luke 2:39-52; 3; 4; 
 5:1-11 
Mark 1:1-20; 6:1-6 
John 1:35-2:12  
 

Day 119, October 26 
Matthew 4:23-25; 
8:14-17 
Mark 1:21-39 
Luke 4:31-44 
John 3-5 
Day 120, October 27 
Matthew 8:1-4; 9:1-17; 
12:1-21 
Mark 1:40-3:21 
Luke 5:12-6:19 
Matthew 5-7 
Luke 6:20-49; 11:1-13 
Day 121, October 28 
Matthew 8:5-13; 
11:1-30 
Luke 7 
Matthew 12:22-50; 
 Mark 3:22-35 
Luke 8:19-21; 11:14-54 
Day 122, October 29 
Matthew 13:1-53 
Mark 4:1-34 
Luke 8:1-18 
Matthew 8:18-34; 
9:18-38 
Mark 4:35-5:43 
Luke 8:22-56; 9:57-62 
Day 123, October 30 
Matthew 10; 14-15 
Mark 6:7-56; 7:1-8:10 
Luke 9:1-17; John 6 
Day 124, October 31 
Matthew 16-18 
Mark 8-9;  Luke 9 



Always interested in 
improving my vocabulary, 
I discovered a new word, 
tarradiddle. 

Tarradiddle has been around a 

long time but is seriously 

underused to describe our world 

today.  Tarradiddle is a noun 

meaning:

   pretentious nonsense or 

outrageous lies

            We are living in times of terrible tarradiddle.  From our 

president’s tweets, to where we find our news, Terradiddle runs 

rampant.  To our ‘intelligence’ communities, special prosecutors, 

and law makers, again: terradiddle.  In our social media, cultural 

elites, schools, universities, and even in our churches...  

terradiddle.  One cannot escape the plight of tarradiddle in 

today’s world! 

  

Young people today face enormous challenges in making 

decisions when confronted with this tarradiddle.  How do we 

separate truth from tarradiddle? 

 

This is not a new problem.  Many great thinkers have struggled 

with this problem over the years.  Viktor Frankel in “Man’s 

 

 

Tarradiddle An article by  

     Rick Dischinger



Search for Meaning”, C.S. Lewis in “The Screwtape 

Letters”, as well as  Frances Schaeffer in “A Christian 

Manifesto”.  The problem still persists. 

 

In our Sunday Connections, on September 16th, we 

began a 4 week video series presented by Philadelphia 

pastor Eric Mason, called DECISIONS.   

 

With numerous scriptural references and personal 

examples, Pastor Mason showed us how we can face 

tarradiddle and not be overcome.   

The foundation is the decision to follow Christ, to open 

ourselves to His call in our lives.   

Truth is the cure for today’s tarradiddle 

is Jesus and that is what the people 

need! Amen! 

“If you hold to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples.  Then you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

Jesus says: 



U N T I L  T H E R E  I S  N O  P L A C E  L E F T

 

 

 

of the plight of the poor and marginalized and what Jesus

says to do about it. 

 

As a result,  Elim is going to India!  

God put it on our hearts to go because we have a friend

there who has a school for slum children.   

World Missions

We've been talking

Did you know that
Mumbai, India, has
over 6 million slum
dwellers?

Our friend is educating 500 children. 

We go to India not to share America.

We have nothing they really need—

except the Light!  Jesus!  “We go for

Jesus, to share the light of the One 

  beyond us, the One who brings the light that transforms us.

We imitate Jesus in his simplicity and his humanity,” Pastor

Paul said passionately. “We care. We humble ourselves. We

serve; we love.” The team is learning some Hindi language to

be able to communicate verbally. People will smile to hear

them try! 

 

Carolyn Pinke 

 



October

M A R Y  B A R N E S  

K I M  B E C K  

S T E P H E N  H A L V E R S O N  

K A R E N  H O D G M A N  

C A R L E E N  H O W E L L  

A L V I N  I N G A L L S  

D E N N I S  J E Z I E R S K I  

B O N I T A  J O H N S O N  

G R E G  L I N D B E R G  

E T H E L  P E T E R S O N  

L E S L I E  S M I T H  

 

1 0 - 0 3  
1 0 - 2 6  
1 0 - 1 7  
1 0 - 2 2  
1 0 - 1 4  
1 0 - 2 0  
1 0 - 2 1  
1 0 - 1 9  
1 0 - 1 4  
1 0 - 0 1  
1 0 - 1 5  
 

Birthdays!
E L I M  
M E M B E R S  
 



October Events

October 20th 
Elim youth going to MN largest corn maze, pet farm and corn pit!
 3-6pm  Bring $12

November 2nd - 4th 
Trout Lake Camp retreat!  $150/ pp 20 spots reserved! 
 

October 26th 
Elim Youth at Timberwolves v Bucks!  Cost $25/ ticket.

FALL GREETINGS 
TO ALL FROM ELIM 
PRESCHOOL!
As we begin the month of October in Preschool,
we are again reminded of the beauty of the world.
 
The fall colors let us know that the weather is 
changing and show us how beautiful God has
made our world. 
 

for Youth



The children had a fantastic first month of school
and enjoyed learning more about their feelings,
their friends and the world around them. 
 
Now, as we move into fall, we will learn about
pumpkins, apples, and scarecrows.  Oh my!  
 
We will explore our outdoor world even more and
collect beautiful-colored leaves and also enjoy
some great veggies from the 
market! 
 
We will be celebrating our first Family Dinner and
Glo this month as well as getting all of our very
cuteness in photos. 
 
The month will certainly not be complete until we
dress up in costumes and trick or treat! 
 
Thank you all again for all your love and support. 
If anyone is interested (or knows someone) we are
looking for a very part time person to help at
lunchtime a few days a week and assist in a
classroom on Friday mornings from 8:30-1. Please
call preschool for more info!  
 
612-789-1063, Michelle 
 
Celebrate the beauty of fall... 
 
 



"HONOR"

1 2  W O R D S  I N  2 0 1 8  

 

"Give double honor to spiritual leaders who handle 

their duties well. This is especially true if they work 

hard at teaching the word [of God]. 1 Tim 5:17 (GWT)"

Like each word I’ve chosen so far in 2018, our Lord has 

a lot to say about “honor”. Here’s a few verses… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To get the idea of honor from the Bible I’d like to quote 

from someone that has recently passed away, Aretha 

Franklin. She sang, “R-E-S-P-E-C-T take care, T-C-B”, 

that is, “Taking Care of Business”. While honor is close 

to the word respect, Biblically speaking, the word 

honor has more to do with the price of something, 

money and cost – yes, business. God is due honor (and 

respect) because frankly, God is TCB!  It is clear, that 

God as the great King and Potentate of time, the 

rightful place of honor is firstly with God. God is 

worthy of honor because God fathered creation, God 

sent his only begotten Son to redeem the world, God 

bought us with a price, and then bestows lavish honor 

as his own beloved children -- even when we didn’t 

deserve it. Worship (old English, worth-ship) is the 

bestowing of honor on someone that is worthy of it. 

 

 

On Sunday, we honored Pastor Becky as we 

celebrated her 20th year with Elim. Becky has 

served in a number of capacities over the 

years.  She's gone from intern to interim lead 

pastor, a young adult's minister, an 

administrator, and now for the past 12 years, 

is heading up the Hope Avenue ministry that 

welcomes hundreds of people into our doors 

each month who are experiencing 

homelessness.  I’ve written this before, but 

her labor of love to me over the past year has 

been immense as I've transitioned into my 

role. Our short recognition on Sunday was not 

enough (so I am doing it again here), but we 

are truly blessed by her ministry… thank you 

Becky. 

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT PAST AND FUTURE FORECASTERS FOR MORE ON THE 12 WORDS IN 2018 

BY  PAUL  OLSON  

 

“You were bought with a price. Therefore honor God 

with your bodies.” 1 Cor 6:20 

“Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 

father who sent him.” John 5:23  



“If I am a father, where is the honor due me?” Mal 1:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Showing honor is supposed to reflect all areas of our 

lives. Honoring authorities means paying due taxes, 

voting in elections, and following the laws of the land. 

Honoring our employer means showing up on time, 

working hard and keeping the best interest of the 

company in mind. Honoring our families means 

setting time aside for them, and providing for their 

needs above our own wants. Honoring our church 

body and pastors means praying for them, supporting 

them, and considering their life and ministry as God’s 

precious gifts. 

 

 

 

As members and regular attenders of Elim, I believe 

God wants us to honor our family and meet our 

personal expenses and obligations first, but then we 

are called to give our surpluses (of time, energy, and 

money) to the work of the King and the kingdom. 

Without your giving -- without your honoring (time, 

money, and energy) -- the ministry simply will not be 

able to continue. I encourage us to watch as we give 

out of joyful and zealous hearts, that we will see a 

great increase come. God will honor the discipline and 

sacrifices we make and we will say with the Psalmist: 

 

                                          

                                             and begrudging 

honor is no honor at all. Because of that, we as a 

society share less of a sense of unified purpose 

and direction than ever before. Yet we the 

people of God are commanded by God to show 

honor to that which is truly honorable, to be a 

sign of God’s honor and to live that out. 

 

   

 

I thank God that over the last year we were able 

to take care of business around Elim, and that 

we had a strong start to our giving in 2018-19 

beginning in April. But, we’ve fallen behind 

financially over the summer. Some weeks of 

giving were the lowest we’ve seen in a while. I 

know personally it is easy to allow other 

priorities and demands to take away our focus 

from giving to what is really important and 

meaningful. Our giving is a sign of God’s 

faithfulness and an act of worship and trust in 

God’s honor. 

THE 12 WORDS IN 2018 
 

Honor is nearly 
extinct in public 
life today 
 

 

“Honor one another above yourselves” Rom 12:10 

 

“Show proper respect to everyone, love your fellow 

believers, fear God, honor the emperor.” 1 Peter 1:7 

 

“Those who honor me I will honor…” 1 Sam 2:30 

 

“My salvation and my honor depend on God.” (Psalm 

62:7) 

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT PAST AND FUTURE FORECASTERS FOR MORE ON THE 12 WORDS IN 2018 



Elim 
Church 
Staff

Our staff here at Elim Church 

encourages meaningful, Christ- 

centered relationships and 

communication with all people.          

Paul Olson 
Lead Pastor 

Extension 106 
paul@elimchurch.com 

 
Becky Hanson 

Pastor, Congregational Care 
Hope Avenue 

Extension 108 
becky@elimchurch.com 

 
Randy Somody 

Pastor 
randy@elimchurch.com 

 
Deb Somody 

Director of Children’s Ministry 
Extension 102 

deb@elimchurch.com 
 

Rick Dischinger 
Interim Director of Youth Ministry 

Extension 107 
rick@elimchurch.com 

 
Linda Bonasera 

Children’s Ministry Admin 
elimkids685@elimchurch.com 

 
Melanie Eslinger 

Worship Coordinator 
melanie@elimchurch.com 

 

Stephen Murck 
Safety and Security 

security@elimchurch.com 
 

Leonard Knight 
Alberta Knight 
Mark Gregory 

Custodians 
info@elimchurch.com 

 
Michelle Espelien 

Elim Preschool Director 
michelle@elimpreschool.org 

 
Heather Olson 
Office Manager 

heather@elimchurch.com 
 

Carlos Martinez 
Graphic Designer, Office Assistant 

carlos@elimchurch.com 
 

Matt Smith 
Young Adult & Small Group Intern 

matt@elimchurch.com 
 

Andy Johnson 
Youth Intern 

andy@elimchurch.com 
 

Roger Dahl 
Chair of Leadership Team 

roger@elimchurch.com 
 

You can get in touch with 

our staff through the 

contact information 

below





October 2018

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 2 330 4

5

7

6

8

9 10

11

14

1312

15 1817

16

19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28

29

30

31

Elim Church 

685 13th Ave NE 

Minneapolis, MN 55413

Elim Youth goes to a 

corn maze

Elim Youth goes to 

Timberwolves game

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

Seniors Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share 

Wednesday Night Live

Sunday Activities

Sunday Activities

Sunday Activities

Sunday Activities

Sunday Activities

Women's Bible Study 50 + Lunch Seniors' 

Lunch

 Men's Group

Men's Group

Men's Group

Men's Group

Women's Bible Study

Women's Bible Study

Family gLo  5:30 PM

Kidz Klozet 

The Unlimited 

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share 

Women's Bible Study

Women's Bible Study

Mariners' Breakfast

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share 

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

Seniors Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share

Jesus Calling Bible Study 

ElimYouth & Grief Share

Run fundraiser for 

India!


