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12 WORDS IN 2018 - “SCANDAL”
Paul Stephen Olson, Lead Pastor

Dear Elim Church,

We learned more a few weeks ago about an investigation in Pennsylvania that has revealed 
more than 300 catholic priests on sexual abuse charges affecting more than 1000 children. The 
church is hurting and reeling from not only the acts these men perpetrated against innocent 
children, but also the ensuing cover up and denial by leadership in the church.

We learned last month of years of abuse that Willow Creek leader and church growth magnate, 
Bill Hybels, inflicted upon women who worked on his staff. Until recently Hybels has denied 
publically all charges these women brought against him. The leadership responsible for 
providing accountability and care for their own pastor, denied those women too, their voice 
by publically shaming the women and denying the charges. Then suddenly in early August the 
entire leadership board and the current lead pastor of Willow Creek resigned.

Sermons in August have focused on God’s command through Micah to “do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with our God.” Micah lived in sorry times and the leaders of society failed 
the people miserably. They not only made errors, they failed to humbly own up to those 
errors and bring justice to bear on their time of crisis. In short, they were scandalous leaders. 
I have heard from many of you, there have been a mix of reactions from these sermon times 
-- scandal makes us feel anger, hatred, resentment, and bitterness. For some of you, you are 
relieved to see these subjects discussed in church.

Talking race, class, housing, homelessness, violence, and the horrors of the past do not offer 
us any comfort. While we are the bearers of the ‘gospel’, Sundays in August have in some 
senses been utterly ‘bad news’. We all deal and process this bad news differently. We want 
resolution and a neat ending but we should know, these things are not easily dealt with. 
Indeed, the gospel does not remove the suffering and pain of those who cry out to us in the 
present, and won’t until it is fully realized in and through the resurrection and the judgement 
call at the last day.

When Jesus was crucified, it scattered the disciples. There was no easy resolution to the horrific 
scene they had just witnessed. It simply did not make sense. The news of Jesus’ crucifixion 
offered no way out, no comfort, no easy resolve. For Judas, it was such a catastrophe he was 
driven to take his own life. The New Testament authors (most writing decades later after the 
fact) say the crucifixion of Jesus was nothing short of a complete and utter scandal.

We see in history, the proliferation of the abuse of the church’s fiduciary trust. We have been 
called to righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, yet we so often fail. We often react 
by either denying, or quickly trying to drum up a resolution – and the pain of so many goes 
unaccounted for or even ignored. The pain of our African American brothers and sisters is only 
now beginning to be heard. We must lift up this history and these voices, or we are doomed 
to repeat those same scandalous actions.

Lastly, I want you to know that I’ve worked diligently in these past weeks with our speakers 
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to remove any offensive images and to limit descriptions of violence. While I did take these 
precautions to make a presentation that was safe for all audiences, I wish I had warned parents 
of the difficult content that we sought to discuss on Sundays. You have the right to know 
and decide if your children should hear those details. Even reading stories in the Bible, we 
find such content difficult and hard to navigate. Children are invited and always welcome to 
attend children’s church or ‘big people’s’ church, but please be aware that content surrounding 
lynching, crucifixion or Jesus’ own death will be difficult. Indeed it will be scandalous. I hope 
to provide resources and words of wisdom and prayers to provide suitable context for such 
things.

I offer the following prayer: Lord we ask for your wisdom, guidance and patience as we discuss 
these real issues of justice in our services. We see this as worship because we know You are 
concerned about these things. Help us to be authentic. Forgive us our scandals and set us 
on a path toward healing and wholeness. Revive within us the spirit of radical discipleship. 
Help us to see the incredible power you have endowed in the Church, in its many gifts and 
manifestations. Help us as we shed our past, help us move into the beautiful and glorious 
future you have for us in Christ Jesus. We are your sheep; you are our Great Shepherd. Amen.

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Paul Stephen Olson 

ELIM PRESCHOOL UPDATE
Michelle Espelien, Elim Preschool Director

Welcome back to Elim Preschool!

The first year of our summer program was a fantastic success. The children and teachers had so 
much fun doing special activities, water fun, camping and traveling around the world! Our pro-
gram ended the week of the 10th, and we all enjoyed our break. There are fun pictures posted 
on our Facebook page-Elim Preschool. Check them out! We are already planning for next year!

Our new year has begun and we welcome all of our old friends and families back as well as a 
first year welcome to new friends. It is always so much fun for all of us to experience and get to 
know the new children and see how much the older ones have grown.

We are looking forward to The Fall Kick Off on September 9th as we will open our preschool 
doors for all to see! Plan to stop by to visit. We painted some walls and replaced some carpet. It 
really freshened up the place!

We all are thankful to be working at such an amazing place. God has blessed all of us with Elim 
Preschool and we will continue to carry on this fabulous job.

Bless all the little children of the world...

Michelle Espelien and the staff of Elim Preschool
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ANJA’S CORNER
Jeff Alvord

Pastor Becky has offered me a little space to provide updates on Anja and I guess the rest of the 
family too.

First and belatedly though we want to express our gratitude and appreciation for your prayers, 
meals, hospital and home visits. We love each of you and especially our small group who has 
been by our side during this journey.  A very special thank you for the financial support. I can’t 
imagine where we would be today without that blessing— one less stress while providing the 
24/7 care Anja will need for the unforeseeable future.  I know that we will never find all the 
words to adequately express our love and appreciation.

Our daughter April returned on August 21, having spent the summer in Beijing visiting family 
and friends.  We missed her a ton and Anja is so happy for her to be back after spending the 
summer with us “old people.”

Anja continues to make strides in her mental and physical abilities.  She still has little, if any, 
feeling from her waist on down and still can’t speak but she conveys very well through her ges-
tures, eyes and facial expressions.  This week we had a bit of a set back with unexpected surgery 
and hospital stay for a skin injury to her back which turned out to be a pressure sore probably 
caused by her current wheelchair.

Her cancer is still in remission and we are again meeting with the University of MN to discuss 
future transplant treatments: bone-marrow or T-Cell replacement. In September she will be ad-
mitted to Children’s Gillette in St Paul for an extensive-stay rehab.  It will include physical, occu-
pational & speech therapy, getting fitted for her permanent wheelchair, and a swallow study as 
she is beginning to eat soft foods. 

We are confident we are witnessing and administering God’s healing miracle and rejoice with 
each day we have with Anja.  Her medical team has no other word for what they are seeing. 

Anja was recently certified as disabled by the State of MN, opening the door to other benefits 
and services provided through Hennepin County (i.e., ramps, home modifications, etc).  We are 
now to the point that we need to begin to address these improvements, but as renters, how 
much do we invest in a home we don’t own even if the owners would allow it?  Not long ago 
Kristin Wilson was over and asked what else she could pray for and our answer was to buy this 
house. This was something we had asked the owners several times over the 4 years we’ve lived 
here.   

In early July the owners approached us and told us that they would sell the home to us!  Another 
answer to prayer!?  Unfortunately, our financial situation is not what it was prior to Anja’s re-
lapse, and then this week a friend stopped by and said she felt a call to organize a fundraiser.  I 
do feel like whatever we do, I would like for us to be able to have Elim somehow tied into this.  
You are not a well I want to keep on tapping into but are grateful for you and welcome ideas, 
suggestions or help in any way.

Thank you and may God bless all of you!
Jeff & MeiQi
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE
Roger Dahl, Church Chair

By the time you see this, we will have passed an important event and close to another one.

In case you missed the August 26th “open house”, it was our attempt to get folks to take a tour 
of our redone building. The biggest changes are on the 3rd level and 1st level. The atrium area 
is now the Lighthouse and it has some amazing paint jobs and images. Go and see the nursery 
in 302; the revamped classrooms in 301 and 304; and the redecorated 303 and atrium area. 
This is now the kids’ area and we hope it is inviting to young families. The 1st level still has the 
Elim Preschool on the east side; added Hope Ave on the west side; and “under the sanctuary” 
is now an organized warehouse. Hope Ave’s Sunday breakfast, the clothes ministries and a 
classroom all happen on that level. Smaller, but significant changes also occurred on the 4th 
and 2nd levels. 401 is back to being a classroom, historic Elim artifacts are on that level and 
the east rooms are waiting to be used in a new way. On the 2nd level, the offices have all 
been redone, windows were replaced and comfortable places found for Elim’s staff. The youth 
rooms south of the gym also have a different look and some replaced windows. The changes 
were made after weeks of dreaming, thinking, talking, compromising, altering and ultimately 
a lot of working. Go see these changes.

The “fall kickoff” is Sunday, Sept 9th. Classes resume in a setting which is largely new and 
hopefully with a degree of enthusiasm. Recent months have brought changes to “the look” 
of the sanctuary, the cross by the Madison Ave door, new Abby Way chairs in the chapel 
and new chairs in the dining room. Elim is adding new ideas, styles, and programs because 
the 21st century is different from the 20th century. But the Biblical, spiritual and values 
core of Elim stays as it has been. An “Oasis” is open to folks regardless of socio-economics, 
ethnicity, gender, urban/suburban, education or political views. Elim is conscious of social and 
community needs, but spiritual needs are why we exist and function.

Help Elim make Sept 9th a time when we bring ourselves, and maybe some others, to come 
to Jesus.
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MISSIONS UPDATE
Carolyn Pinke, Missions Team

Missions: Until There’s No Place Left!

Pam Isenhower:

• Pray for the Worldbridge staff as they have been working tirelessly teaching, running 3 
summer youth programs, and now English camp. We have great staff and teachers. Pray 
they will have good self-care and finish the summer well. Their love for Jesus radiates! 

• Pray for Pam as she works on recruiting volunteers and teams for short-term trips to 
Malang, Indonesia. She says, “I am also building a website for Worldbridge this summer!” 

• Pray for the leadership team of WBLC as we move forward in creating and expanding 
the ministry of WBLC. God is moving and expanding our team as well as students! At the 
moment two hundred students see and hear about the love of Jesus day in and day out! 
Praise God for the work He is doing!

John and Elaine Mehn:
The Mehns are Converge Worldwide workers in Japan since 1985.

They develop leaders, equip for church planting and mentor for spiritual renewal. Right now,
they both have book projects. Last month, Elaine published her second book, More Thoughts
Along the Way: Grace-based Devotions for Spiritual Nourishment. This follows up her first
book, Thoughts Along the Way, published in 2002. Elaine’s writing has been a blessing to
many people, especially in the area of spiritual renewal. We hope to have the 2002 book
available in eBook format by the end of August. The Japanese version of Thoughts Along the
Way is nearly completed. Elaine also wrote a bilingual Bible study on spiritual growth which
we will publish in English and in Japanese. John’s book, Multiplying Churches in Japanese
Soil came out last fall. The Japanese version of that book should be completed this year and
ready to discuss with a Japanese publisher. He is working on another book about the
religious beliefs in Japan and how to better present the gospel to the Japanese. He hopes to
have that ready and published sometime in 2019. They add, “Please be in prayer for us as
we continue these many writing projects. We want God to be glorified as we help people in
their spiritual lives and ministry. Thank you!”

This month I want to highlight our “workers for Jesus” in Indonesia and Japan. Will you cover
them with your prayers? Think about how Jesus is working in these countries! He loves them!

ECK UPDATE
Deb Somody, Director of Children’s Ministries
    
SUMMER SPLASHES ONTO WNL 

If you loved Summer Splash 2018 you won’t want to miss Wednesday Night Live that kicks off 
on September 12th from 6-8 pm.
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Same delicious meals, wonderful 
fellowship around the table, and 
programming for the entire family.

Dinner will begin at 6:00 and 
during that time we will sing some 
of the great Summer Splash music! 
At 6:30 we have Nursery Care 
and Early Childhood up in Rooms 
302 and 303. Elementary Kids will 
have crafts, gym games, and small 
group fun activities that encourage 
their spiritual formation as well 
as lifetime friendships up in the 
Lighthouse.

Elim Youth will meet together with 
Andy Johnson and Rick Dischinger. 
These two guys bring together mid 
week community building and fun activities that strengthen youth in their faith walk.

Adults have 3 tracks to choose from this fall on the 4th floor:

1. Pastor Paul will be Team building in Room 403 with the Mission Trip group that is going to 
India in January.

2. Join the Bell Choir with Reuben Dalquist in room 401.

3. Pastor Randy will be teaching “Becoming A Contagious Christian” in room 402. 

You may register for WNL up at the Kids Check-In at the Lighthouse upstairs or fill out the 
bulletin insert and put it in the offering plate.

Excited for WNL!
Deb Somody

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Come and meet Jesus as the bondage breaker as you seek freedom from 
those habits and sins, negative thoughts and behaviors that seemingly trap 
you. Sundays beginning September 16, 12 noon in room 106, taught by Pastor 
Becky.

The Alpha Course is coming to Elim on Sunday, 
September 9, 9am in room 106. Please join us 
as this video series addresses your questions 
of faith:  Why Jesus? Why do I exist? Is there 
more to life than this? Dave Gislason will 
facilitate the class.
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READ THE BIBLE IN 6 MONTHS - SEPTEMBER
 Get on pace with others from Elim as we read through the Bible chronologically over 
the next six months. Read and be refreshed as you encounter the Scripture! You can join us 
on Mondays at 10am in the lounge to discuss what we’ve read or do it on your own. Check the 
monthly Forecaster for the reading plan. We will be using the New Living Translation. You can 
get a copy at church. Email Pastor Becky at becky@elimchurch.com with any questions!

Day 63, September 1
Psalm 119:89-176
Song of Solomon 1:1-5:1
Day 64, September 2
Song of Solomon 5:2-8:14
Psalm 45
Proverbs 1-4
Day 65, September 3
Proverbs 5-12
Day 66, September 4
Proverbs 13-20
Day 67, September 5
Proverbs 21-24
2 Chronicles 2-3
1 Kings 5-6
Day 68, September 6
1 Kings 7-8
Psalm 11; 134; 136
2 Chronicles 4-7
Day 69, September 7
Psalms 146-150
1 Kings 9
2 Chronicles 8
Proverbs 25-26
Day 70, September 8
Proverbs 27-29
Ecclesiastes 1-6
Day 71, September 9
Ecclesiastes 7-12
1 Kings 10-11
2 Chronicles 9
Proverbs 30-31

Day 72, September 10
1 Kings 12-14
2 Chronicles 10-12
Day 73, September 11
1 Kings 15-16
2 Chronicles 13-17
Day 74, September 12
1 Kings 17-21
Psalms 20; 53; 60; 75 
Day 75, September 13
1 Kings 22
2 Chronicles 18-20
2 Kings 1-4
Day 76, September 14
2 Kings 5:1-8:15
2 Kings 8:16-29
2 Chronicles 21:1-22:9
Day 77, September 15
2 Kings 9-13
2 Chronicles 22:10-24
Day 78, September 16
2 Kings 14-15
2 Chronicles 25-27
Jonah 1-4
Day 79, September 17
Amos 1-9
Hosea 1-5
Day 80, September 18
Hosea 6-14
Day 81, September 19
Isaiah 1-8
Day 82, September 20
Isaiah 9-12
Micah 1-4

Day 83, September 21
Micah 5-7
2 Kings 16-17
2 Chronicles 28
Day 84, September 22
Isaiah 13-22
Day 85, September 23
Isaiah 23-26
2 Kings 18:1-8
2 Chronicles 29-31
Psalm 48
Day 86, September 24
Isaiah 27-35
Day 87, September 25
Isaiah 36-39
2 Kings 18:9-20
2 Chronicles 32:1-33
Psalm 76
Day 88, September 26
Isaiah 40-45
Psalm 46; 80
Day 89, September 27
Isaiah 46-53
Psalm 135
Day 90, September 28
Isaiah 54-63
Day 91, September 29
Isaiah 64-66
2 Kings 21
2 Chronicles 33
Day 92, September 30
Nahum 1-3
Zephaniah 1-3

SEPTEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

• No Sunday School September 2

• Fall Kick-off is September 9

• Wednesday Night Live starts back up this month, on September 12 at 6pm. All are welcome!
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS

All Church Bible Study is held on Mondays from 10am-11:30am in the Lounge
50+ Lunch will be held Tuesday, September 4 at 12pm
Jesus Calling Bible Study will meet Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Seniors Bible Study will meet on September 5 and 12 at 1pm in the Library
Friday Morning Men’s Group is held on Fridays at 6:30am in the Library
The Mariners Breakfast will be at 9am on September 11 at Denny’s, located at 2045 Twin 
Lakes Parkway in Roseville
Griefshare meets Wednesdays at 6pm in The Lounge
The Elim Book Club will meet Monday, September 17th at 7pm
All Church Prayer Meeting will be held at 7pm on September 4
The Women’s Retreat is September 21-23 at Trout Lake Camp
The Elim Men’s Retreat is September 28-30 in Ham Lake

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Phyllis Ingalls: September 2

Michael Minnema: September 4

Erik Paulson: September 4

Bonnie Johnson: September 5

Gloria Metz: September 7

Carol Erickson: September 9

Michael Bailey: September 11

Steve Effeland: September 14

Micah  Knutson: September 16

Heinrik Knuth: September 18

Linda Bonasera: September 21

Helen Kettner: September 22

Emily Anderson: September 23

Larry Bonasera: September 24

Sue Watlov Phillips: September 24

Qolbe Olson: September 25

Melissa Montbriand: September 27

Helena Lubbers: September 28

SAVE THE DATE! 

ALL are warmly invited to Elim’s Dining Room  on Tuesday, September 18th, at 7pm for a 
wedding shower as we CELEBRATE the August marriage of Matt and Grace Smith. If you stop in 
the office during the week, you will see Matt’s warm shining smile as he is one of Elim’s Interns 
this year! Matt and Grace are registered at Target, Crate and Barrel, and online at theknot.com
and at anthropologie.com

Questions? Feel free to call or text Ruth Hill at (763) 571-6418 or Beth Dischinger at
(612) 597-0591



ELIM CHURCH STAFF
Paul Olson
Lead Pastor
Extension 106
paul@elimchurch.com

Becky Hanson
Pastor, Congregational Care
Hope Avenue
Extension 108
becky@elimchurch.com

Rick Dischinger
Interim Director of Youth Ministry
Extension 107
rick@elimchurch.com

Deb Somody
Director of Children’s Ministry
Extension 102
deb@elimchurch.com

Linda Bonasera
Children’s Ministry Admin
elimkids685@elimchurch.com

Stephen Murck
Safety and Security
security@elimchurch.com

Melanie Eslinger
Worship Coordinator
melanie@elimchurch.com

Leonard Knight
Alberta Knight
Mark Gregory
Custodians
info@elimchurch.com

Leadership Team
roger@elimchurch.com

Michelle Espelien
Elim Preschool Director
michelle@elimpreschool.org

CHURCH NOTICES

DONATIONS can now be dropped off in the donation bin by the elevator on the first floor. This 
includes Hope Avenue, The Unlimited, and Kidz Klozet. Thank you!

PLEASE do not flush baby or disposable wipes down the toilet, they clog the pipes!
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MONTHLY GIVING UPDATE
July Giving 

Needed  $39,333
Actual  $32,579 

Fiscal Year-to-Date (4/1/18 - 7/31/18) 
Needed  $157,333
Actual  $147,513
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Elim Church
685 13th Ave NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413

SEPTEMBER 2018
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Sunday Activities All Church Bible Study 50+ Lunch                                                                                             

All Church Prayer 
Meeting

Seniors' Bible Study                      
Griefshare                     
Jesus Calling Bible Study

Men's Group

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Sunday Activities (Kick Off)              
Communion                                 
Ministry Fair with Lunch                     
Preschool Open House

All Church Bible Study Mariners Breakfast             
Leadership Team

Seniors' Bible Study                      
Griefshare                     
Wednesday Night Live          
Jesus Calling Bible Study

Men's Group

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Sunday Activities All Church Bible Study                      

Elim Book Club
Griefshare                     
Jesus Calling Bible Study

Men's Group           
Women's Retreat at 
Trout Lake

Women's Retreat at 
Trout Lake

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Sunday Activities   
Women's Retreat at Trout 
Lake

All Church Bible Study Griefshare                     
Jesus Calling Bible Study

Men's Group                  
Elim Men's Retreat at 
Ham Lake

Elim Men's Retreat at 
Ham Lake

30 1
Sunday Activities            
Elim Men's Retreat at 
Ham Lake




