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12 Words In 2018: We Begin With Love  
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During 2018, I’ll be exploring 12 words of the Christian faith. We begin with love. 
  
Writers on the web are celebrating the 20th anniversary of the movie Titanic—it came out when I was a 
senior in high school, and now Millennials are seeing it for the first time.  In 1998, the acclaimed film critic 
Roger Ebert wrote, “The buried power of “Titanic” comes not because it is a love story or a special effects tri-
umph, but because it touches the deepest human feelings about living, dying, and being cherished.” 
  
It’s interesting to me that Ebert separates out “living, dying, and being cherished,” from the stuff that makes 
up an American cinematic ‘love story.’ In the American vernacular, much of what we see called “love” to-
day is what the Greek language (and the Bible) calls ‘eros’—the notion of sexual love and human desire to 
capture beauty. When we say (or ‘like’ or ‘tweet’ or ‘insta’): “I love this” or “I love that,” we are most often 
saying that out of eros, a human attempt to lay hold on what we perceive as truly and eternally valuable.   
  
Ebert’s instinct about Titanic in 1998 as ‘more than a love story’ illustrates that in all our “love” of celebri-
ties, musicians, artists, poets, preachers, athletes, and perhaps that teenage romantic ‘other,’ we all seek for 
something deeper and more expansive than eros.  We seek to truly cherish and be cherished. The Greeks 
knew this (Aristotle and others) and had other words for love—words we find throughout the Bible. 
  
So, what is love and what makes love, “Christian?” 
  
The New Testament has at least three other words for love. Phileo, a ‘brotherly’ or ‘sisterly’ love, is based 
on interpersonal association and friendship. Storge is the kind of love you have for your children or your 
family. But in his famous ‘love’ chapter, the Apostle Paul says that even beyond hope and faith, agape is the 
greatest love of all. 
  
1 Cor. 13:4-7,13: [Agape] is patient; [agape] is kind; [agape] is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things…. And now faith, hope, and [agape] abide, 
these three; and the greatest of these is [agape]. 
 
Jesus made possible for us a new fellowship with God, and agape is the result of that new fellowship. This 
love is not based in human motivation, but in the Father’s eternal love for the Son. While eros can only at-
tempt to create value by grasping or holding on to what is perceived by the human mind as eternally valua-
ble, Augustine (354-430 AD) describes agape love like a perpetual fountain. Augustine said, “… to have love 
and be a bad person is impossible. Love is the unique gift, the fountain that is yours alone. The Spirit of God exhorts 
you to drink from it, and in so doing to drink from himself.” 

  

Maybe Roger Ebert knew that ‘being cherished’ is a cognate of the Latin word caritas (charity) and another 
English translation of the Greek word agape. Maybe not. But may we continue to drink from the fountain 
of God’s love for us in the Son, and for one another. May we continue to find at Elim the spontaneous, un-
encumbered, cross-shaped creative fellowship with God, called agape. 
 

Paul Olson, Lead Past� 
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Leadership Team Update       Roger Dahl 
 

I am pretty sure that most pastoral or lay church leaders grow weary of 
financial and maintenance issues. They would rather focus on people, pro-
grams, spiritual development and community. Similarly, I am pretty sure 
that church folks do not wish to hear about those things too often. A few 
weeks ago you received a letter on Elim’s giving gap. I did not want to 
write that letter and you probably did not smile when you received it. But 
maintenance, salaries and program costs are the realities we all live with.  
 

Therefore, I have tried to “see” these things differently. 
 
When I lament building costs, I see: the beauty and meaning of the sanctu-
ary; the community that happens in the dining room; the help that goes to 
Hope Avenue folks in the Atrium; the noise and fun of the kid’s corner on 
Sunday and during the week with the preschool; the thankful words I hear 
from the churches that function alongside us in this building; and I remem-
ber the fun and connections of basketball in the gym. 
 
When I consider the salaries in our budget, I see: the endless times I have 
benefited from dealing with each of the individuals on our staff; the times 
that I know Elim’s folks were helped or comforted by them; the times I 
have smiled at Elim Kids and ECY activities; the blessings I have felt on a 
Sunday morning from either the music or the spoken words of reassurance 
or inspiration or sometimes correction; and the ideas, organization and 
caring for people that each of our staff personifies. 
 
And when I am made aware of the costs of programs or events, I see: the 
joy surrounding Christmas brunch; the activity of a Wednesday Night Live; 
the smiles of seniors who gather during the week; the growth caused by 
mission trips; the blessings of music on Sunday mornings and on a CD; the 
classes that inform and connect us and the joy Elim finds in helping mission-
aries, with contributions or a great apartment, and helping a refugee family. 
 

This will sound cold, but sometimes I see these things in a cost/benefit 
analysis. In addition to the spiritual reasons for being here I think each of us 
also find aesthetic, social, family and fun benefits. This fiscal year is a stretch 
for Elim. I hope you were just reminded that our investments are produc-
ing both spiritual and human benefits. I believe in Elim as a sound way to 
support my larger belief in God.  

Elim Church 
 

Paul Olson 
Lead Pastor 

Extension 106 
paul@elimchurch.com 

 
Becky Hanson 

Pastor, Congregational Care 
Hope Avenue 
Extension 108 

becky@elimchurch.com 
 

Rick Dischinger 
Interim Director of 

Youth Ministry 
Extension 107 

rick@elimchurch.com 
 

Deb Somody 
Director of  

Children’s Ministry 
Extension 102 

deb@elimchurch.com 
 

Linda Bonasera 
Children’s Ministry Admin 
elimkids685@gmail.com 

 
Steve Murck 

Safety and Security 
security@elimchurch.com 

 
Eric Fleming 
Office Manager 

info@elimchurch.com 
 

Melanie Eslinger 
Worship Coordinator 

melanie@elimchurch.com 
 

Leonard Knight 
Alberta Knight 
Mark Gregory 

Custodians 
info@elimchurch.com 

 
Leadership Team: 

roger@elimchurch.com 
 

Michelle Espelien 
Elim Preschool Director 

michelle@elimpreschool.org 

January Birthdays! 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to everyone at 
Elim celebrating a birthday this month! 
 

Glenn Lampi (1-4), Charles Fleming (1-6), Mary Howell (1-8), 
Shirley Lindberg (1-8), Mike Anderson (1-20), Beth Wickander (1-21), 
Barb Walker (1-23), Becky Hanson (1-26), Evan Marsh (1-26), 
Troy Lubbers (1-27), Mike Wickander (1-29), Barb Vincent (1-31) 
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Elim Preschool News 
Welcome to a brand New Year! 
 
Wow! It is so hard to believe that it is 2018! I remember a few times 
growing up thinking that “2000” anything seemed so far away that I 
would never see it. Now, we are 18 years in. Pretty incredible. 
 
As we start the new year, we are reminded of the beautiful season 
that we have experienced with the birth of Jesus and all the celebra-
tions that included family and friends. There is a reason that it is such 
a blessed and beautiful time of year. 
 
For the preschool, we move on to our second half, with children 

busy outdoors and in, learning about snow and science and art in our world. Our month will also be busy 
with registration starting for our current families followed by opening to the public in February. We will 
continue to guide and nurture, to laugh and love every day… Happy New Year! 
 

Miche�e Espelien, Elim P�eschool Direct� 

The Right Person In The Right Place For The Right Reason 
 

If you’re reading this article, then you must be interested in children's ministry. That's a good start! What 
people group do you love to spend time with? Adults, youth, or children? Do you like to help? Do you like 
to teach? Do you like to encourage others? Keep reading!  
 
Are you at a time in your life when you have some time to serve? Perhaps on a Sunday Morning once or 
twice a month from 9-10? If so, then you are THE RIGHT PERSON IN THE RIGHT PLACE FOR 
THE RIGHT REASON! 
 
The Children's Ministry needs a small group leader for the 4th and 5th grade group. You would be trained 
and equipped for this role. It is not a teaching role, but a helper/encourager/shepherd. You would be help-
ing fourth and fifth graders to love Jesus, have fun, and model to them a whole-hearted life to God.  
 
I am waiting to hear from the person who gets to the end of this article and asks, "Is this an opportunity for 
me, Lord"? Send me a text or email me at deb@elimchurch.com or speak to me at church. I would love to 
answer any questions you have. 
 
Serving Christ at Elim Where Kids Matter, 
 

Deb Somody, Direct� of Children’s Ministry 

Emoji Christmas 
On Epiphany Sunday (January 7), the Children's Ministry (ages 2-6th grade) will 
present “Emoji Christmas” during morning worship at 10:30 am. The dress 
rehearsal for the program is the day before, January 6, from 11 am-12:30 pm. 
 
Please invite your friends and families to this wonderful opportunity. 
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Missions: The Heartbeat Of God (Part 1 of 5) 
 

Bruce loved sending off for good books!  One day, I saw the title of a new 
one he had just unwrapped, “I am N.”  He bought two copies, “so I can al-
ways be lending out one.”  I’ve not finished the book, but I found out where 
the title came from.  During the ISIS advance in Iraq, the ISIS militants would 
write a large scrawled “N” on the door of a Christian’s house.  The inhabit-
ants of that home had to decide quickly if they were “Christians” in name 
only or gave total allegiance to Jesus the Christ.  It would cost them—but 
only their lives.  They would gain eternity in the Light Kingdom!  The Christ 
followers in the west decided they would stand in solidarity with the suffering church, saying “I, too, am N.  
We will not let our brothers and sisters suffer in silence, nor will we let them serve alone.” 
 
As we have been studying the early church, I thought it would be good to look at the life of one of our 
brothers today.  Let’s call him Hussein.  He lives in Iran.  This is a true story. 
 
Hussein was a drug addict.  A leader of a counterfeiting ring.  A familiar face to prostitutes.  And as Hussein 
looked down from atop one of Tehran’s hundreds of high rises, he considered how he had once thought 
such activities would bring him happiness. 
 
They didn’t.  Now, in his twenties, Hussein had decided his life was beyond salvaging. 
 
The distant Elburz Mountains, coated in a fresh blanket of snow, rose up boldly to eighteen thousand feet.  
In contrast, Hussein felt quite small, insignificant, and unnoticed—merely a meaningless speck among the 
nearly ten million people in Iran’s capital.   
 
It is time, he thought, to end my life.  But his plan to do so was proving problematic.  He was afraid to jump, 
so he decided to buy a little of the drug Ecstasy to take the edge off.  Just as he exited the building and 
reached the streets, his cell phone rang. 
 
“I’ve found something new,” an old army buddy and fellow addict said. “Meet me for tea.” 
 
Perfect timing, figured Hussein.  A new drug to steel my nerves for the final plunge. 
 
“Tell me about the stuff you found,” Hussein said to his friend soon afterward, cold hands wrapped around 
a mug of tea.  “I’m interested.” 
 
“Not stuff,” said his friend.  “Not drugs.  Much better.  Jesus!” 
 
Hussein nearly spit out his tea.  He looked around to make sure nobody had heard.  “What?” 
 
“I’ve found Jesus,” he said in an excited whisper.  “I’ve found peace.  No more drugs.  No more prostitutes.  
No more bullying people to make money.” 
 
Hussein was dumbfounded… (to be continued next month) 
 

Carolyn Pinke, 
F� "e Missions Team 
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Mariners’ Breakfast—Tuesday, January 9, at 9 am—Breakfast in January will be 
at Original Pancake House (located at 1661 County Rd B2 W. in Roseville). 
 
50 + Lunch—Tuesday, February 6, Noon-1:30 pm—Our December lunch has 
been rescheduled for February.  We will eat at Jax Café. The full menu is avail-
able, per your taste and budget. This month’s theme is “All About Love!”  Come 
celebrate the love of Christ by combining Christmas and Valentine’s Day festivi-
ties.  Please bring a wrapped dollar store gift to share and be sure to contact 
Laurie Damberg to RSVP or if you have any questions.  Please note: as is usual, 
we will not meet for a meal in January. 

ECY Update       Rick Dischinger, Interim Direct� of You" Ministry 
 

John 1:14,16—The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, 
the glory which he received as the Father's only Son… Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving us 
one blessing after another.  (Good News Translation) 
 

That is the Christmas story, isn’t it?  “The Word became flesh and moved into the neighborhood” (as The Mes-
sage translates this verse).  The metaphors of “the Word” and “light” are scattered throughout the first 
chapter of John.  ‘Words’ give name, purpose, meaning, and dignity, and ‘light’ casts off darkness, dispels 
doubt, protects, comforts and gives life. 
 

Today’s youth are faced with very real challenges to their sense of identity, belonging, and purpose.  Christ-
mas reminds us that the Word became flesh to dwell with us, to give each one of us a name and identity in 
Jesus Christ.  We also live in a world of darkness—a darkness that conceals the truth and whispers “you’re 
not worth much.”   Young people are not immune to this darkness and the old do not outgrow it.  Only 
‘light’ can keep the darkness away.  And we need to be living in the light now more than ever it seems. 
 

John 1:5 says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out!” What encouragement for 
every Christ follower!  This is the gift of Christmas! John goes on to say, “out of the fullness of His grace He 
has blessed us all, giving us one blessing after another.” May this be true for you during this coming New Year!  
 

{Elim Youth and Parents, please watch your e-mail for calendar events and announcements.}  

Elim Women’s Retreat—Saturday, January 27! 
Join us for a relaxing Spa Day where we’ll talk about and practice spiritual and 
physical rest in the Lord!  The Retreat will run from 8:30 am—2:00 pm. 

The Unlimited / Kidz Klozet 
The Unlimited is now accepting donations of gently-used, stylish, WINTER clothing—
clean and on hangers. We can also use shoes and other accessories. Kidz Klozet is looking 
for clothing for kids of all ages, along with shoes, coats, backpacks…  anything kid-
appropriate, we can use! You may drop off donations on Sundays in the old entry, behind 
the sanctuary. During the week, the office accepts donations during regular office hours. 
We are always in need of grocery or shopping bags. The Unlimited and Kidz Klozet are 
both open on the first Thursday of the month, from 9 am—noon. Kidz Klozet is also open 
on the last Sunday of the month, from 8-10 am. 
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Time Sensitive Information 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

Office 
Closed 

2 
 

Office 
Closed 

3 

• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1:00 pm, Library 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym 

4 

• Kidz Klozet, 
Unlimited open, 
9:00 am 

5 

• Men’s Group, 
Dining Room, 
6:30 am 

6 
 

7 

• Hope Avenue, 7:15-9:30 am 

• Prayer Time, 8:00 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship (Children’s “Emoji 
Christmas”), 10:30 am 

8 

• Women’s Bible 
Study, 10:00 am, 
Pastor Becky’s 
Home 

9 

• Mariners’       
Breakfast,          
9:00 am 

10 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• Wednesday Night Live, 6:00 pm 

11 
 

12 

• Men’s Group, 
Dining Room, 
6:30 am 

13 
 

14  COMMUNION 

• Hope Avenue, 7:15-9:30 am 

• Prayer Time, 8:00 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

15 

• Women’s Bible 
Study, 10:00 am, 
Lounge 

16 
 

17 

• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1:00 pm, Library 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

18 
 

19 

• Men’s Group, 
Dining Room, 
6:30 am 

20 
 

21 

• Hope Avenue, 7:15-9:30 am 

• Prayer Time, 8:00 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

22 

• Women’s Bible 
Study, 10:00 am, 
Lounge 

• Elim Book Club, 
7:00 pm, Lounge 

23 
 

24 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

25 
 

26 

• Men’s Group, 
Dining Room, 
6:30 am 

27 

• Women’s Retreat, 
8:30 am—2:00 pm 

28 

• Hope Avenue, 7:15-9:30 am 

• Prayer Time, 8:00 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

• Business Meeting, 11:45 am 

29 

• Women’s Bible 
Study, 10:00 am, 
Lounge 

30 
 

31 

• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1:00 pm, Library 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Youth Rooms, Gym 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

   


