
Elim Church 

685 13th Avenue NE 

Minneapolis, MN 55413 
612.789.3591 

www.elimchurch.com 

 

Time Sensitive Information 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 

• Hope Avenue, 8:00-10:30 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 
 

3 
 

4 

• Seniors’ Lunch, Dining 
Room, Noon 

• Women’s Bible Study, 
6:45 pm, Lounge 

 

5 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECK, 6:30 pm, Gym, Kids Park 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Gym/Youth Rooms 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

6 

• Kidz Klozet and 
Unlimited open, 
9:00 am 

7 
 

8 
 

9  PALM SUNDAY 

• Hope Avenue, 8:00-10:30 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

• Special Business Meeting, 6 pm 

10 
 

11 

• Mariners’ Breakfast, 
9:00 am 

• Women’s Bible Study, 
6:45 pm, Lounge 

12 

• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1:00 pm, Library 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECK, 6:30 pm, Gym, Kids Park 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Gym/Youth Rooms 

• GriefShare, 6:30 pm, Lounge 

13 
 

14 

• Good Friday 
Service, 7 pm 

15 

16  EASTER SUNDAY 

• Hope Avenue, 8:00-10:30 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

17 
 

18 

• Women’s Bible Study, 
6:45 pm, Lounge 

19 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECK, 6:30 pm, Gym, Kids Park 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Gym/Youth Rooms 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 

• Hope Avenue, 8:00-10:30 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

24 25 

• Women’s Bible Study, 
6:45 pm, Lounge 

26 

• Seniors’ Bible Study, 1:00 pm, Library 

• Jesus Calling, 6:30 pm, Prayer Room 

• ECK, 6:30 pm, Gym, Kids Park 

• ECY, 6:30 pm, Gym/Youth Rooms 

27 28 29 

30 

• Hope Avenue, 8:00-10:30 am 

• Sunday School, 9:00 am 

• The Gathering, 10:00 am 

• Worship, 10:30 am 

• Annual Meeting, 11:45 am 

   

Please see the center spread 
(pages 4-5) for the complete  

schedule of all Holy Week 2017 
activities taking place at Elim. 
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Random Acts of Kindness     Becky Hanson, Interim Lead Past� 
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The envelope lay propped against the side of my mailbox, waiting to be discovered. As this Grandma drew it 
into the light, I planted on it a quick kiss. It was a letter from my precious five year old granddaughter from 
out East. A letter that contained a piece of construction paper with cut outs from the grocery ad glued to it. 
A letter from there to here… from her heart to mine. As I returned my gaze to the envelope, my eyes 
brimmed with tears. Genevieve had obviously been practicing her swirls. Take a look. 

 

The envelope is covered with them 
and under my address is a heart 
shaped face with hair. That must be 
her self-portrait. My name and ad-
dress are scrunched in my son’s 
handwriting in the middle of the 
swirls. And I noticed that the enve-
lope was stamped. But what was 
quizzical is that the stamp hadn’t 
been cancelled by the Post Office. 
There wasn’t a postmark either. 

 

For a brief moment I wondered if the letter had been hand delivered by someone. Until I turned it over and 
found on the back the cancellation and postmark, and at the bottom was the bar code for my address. After 
talking with my son and the local postal carrier, I soon realized that someone at the Post Office likely made 
the decision to not mark up the front of this envelope and thus put it through the system backwards. Today 
this envelope and the glued pieces of a grocery ad are framed in my office. They both are precious to me.  
Most importantly, they are a gift from my darling granddaughter… but they also represent a random act of 
kindness that touched my heart and preserved a little girl’s artistic rendering to her Grandma.  
 

I occasionally think about this person’s kindness and, in turn, my own. While random acts of kindness are 
good and can be a blessing to the receiver, the Scripture calls us as believers to intentional and purposeful acts 
of kindness. Listen to the words from Matthew 7:12:  “Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior: Ask 
yourself what you want people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them...”  
 

We are called to be a blessing to others every day and in every way.  Why? Because of the work that Jesus 
did on the cross for you and me and our saying ‘yes’ to following Him, the Holy Spirit has taken up resi-
dence inside us, empowering and directing us to live for Christ. And in that work, Galatians 5 reminds us 
that the Spirit builds into us Christlike-ness: “But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives He will produce this kind 
of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control…” Our lives 
have been marked with the love of Christ as He cancelled our debt and postmarked us as belonging to Him.  
 

Our good deeds bear a reflection of who Christ is as they build authenticity to our faith walks and direct 
others to the One behind our deeds. We don’t just believe a certain way… we also act it. And so today I 
bless you into living out lives of intentional and purposeful acts of kindness. Not that our lives as believers are 
about deeds; instead, our lives serve as lampposts directing people to Christ. May your kindnesses - whether 
big or small - be real, compassionate and spent with love as you bless from here… to there. 
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Elim Church 
 

Sherry Mortenson 
Interim Preaching Pastor 

Extension 106 
sherry@elimchurch.com 

 
Becky Hanson 

Interim Lead Pastor 
Extension 108 

becky@elimchurch.com 

 
Chuck Fleming 
Pastor to Seniors 

Extension 109 
chuck@elimchurch.com 

 
Rick Dischinger 
Interim Director of 

Youth Ministry 
Extension 107 

rick@elimchurch.com 

 
Deb Somody 

Interim Director of 
Children’s Ministry 

Extension 102 
deb@elimchurch.com 

 
Kiah Andersen 

Early Childhood Director 
Extension 103 

kiah@elimchurch.com 

 
Eric Fleming 
Office Manager 

info@elimchurch.com 

 
Melanie Eslinger 

Worship Coordinator 
melanie@elimchurch.com 

 
Leonard Knight 

Custodian 
info@elimchurch.com 

 
Leadership Team: 

roger@elimchurch.com 

 
Hope Avenue 
Extension 108 

Leadership Team Update 
 

By the time you read this, Elim will have finished the 2016-2017 fiscal and 
leadership year. We have reasons to be thankful, which I wrote about last 
month. We also have reasons to be confident about where we are and opti-
mistic about the future. Our confidence should be healthy because: we are 
currently a little ahead in the income vs expenses features of our budget; our 
building has gone through a number of improvements which were necessary 
and cost effective; our staff continues to take their jobs seriously and spiritu-
ally; our ECK and ECY leaders are enthusiastic and we have “held our own” 
in an interim period. This list is not “flashy,” but it is stable and a necessary 
foundation to coming changes. 
 
The biggest news in the optimism category is the recent announcement by 
the Search Team that they have found a candidate that they are excited 
about and who is excited about Elim. In listening to several of the members 
of that team, I have heard rational reasons for their excitement about their 
candidate, Paul Olson, and I have also felt a tone of emotional trust in their 
spiritual basis of Paul’s thinking and work. Previous experience has taught me 
that a Search Team is not the place to follow a vote-based decision-making 
process. Unity, beyond even consensus, is necessary. Unity here means: 
agreement on the candidate; agreement on how the candidate can match 
Elim; excitement for the possibilities in human terms; and a clear sense that 
this unity is spiritually based and surrounded by prayer and looking for, and 
waiting for, discernment. I have seen and felt that. In addition, the Search 
Team strongly advocates that we retain Pastor Becky, as her skills, experi-
ence and knowledge of Elim are complementary to what Paul brings to us. 
The Leadership team is united in its support of that idea and plan. 
 
Does this present a budget challenge? Yes, it does. Does it present opportu-
nities for development and growth? Yes it does. Given our age demographics, 
is development and growth necessary? Yes, it is.  So, when you consider the 
challenges of budget and things that may be new, also remember both the 
need for, and the opportunities of, development and growth. Standing still is 
not currently an option. Elim has reason to be excited and optimistic because 
of who we are, where we are currently and our faith in the nature of the 
God we serve. Our God tends to respond to faith and effort from us.  
 

Roger Dahl, Elim Church Chair 

Office Hours and Contact Info 
 

Office Hours: 8 am-4 pm, Monday-Friday 
Phone: 612.789.3591  Fax: 612.789.9601 
Email: info@elimchurch.com 
 

Pastors’ Hours: 
Becky Hanson—Monday-Thursday / Chuck Fleming—As available 

 

Emergency Calls: Pastor Becky: 612.314.3532  
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ECK Update: He Is Not Here! He Has Risen 
 

Easter egg hunts are a fun part of the Easter celebration. The eggs are a 
reminder of new life, and the candy inside is a reminder of the sweet 
news that Mary Magdalene and the disciples received on that first Res-

urrection Morning. Resurrection Sunday didn’t start out as a happy morning, however. That morning, Mary 
and two friends went to the garden of a man named Joseph to tend to the body of Jesus. Mary was one of 
the few friends who followed Jesus all the way to the cross, where He was put to death in front of an angry 
mob. She saw Him taken down from the cross. She may have even touched His body before He was 
wrapped in linen and carried to the tomb. She was witness to His burial, and on Resurrection Sunday, she 
returned to finish preparing his body, as was the custom of the Israelites.  
 
Mary didn’t find Jesus in the tomb. You know why? She was looking in the wrong place! Mary thought she 
would still find Jesus among the dead, but an angel of the Lord was waiting to redirect her with the greatest 
news she would ever hear!! It’s hard to imagine how shocked and surprised Mary, Peter, and the others 
must have been to hear the news that Jesus was alive! They had seen Jesus raise people to life, including His 
friend Lazarus and a little girl, but who could possibly raise Jesus from the dead? Jesus’ followers did not 
fully understand who He was. He was the Son of God. He was Immanuel-God with us. He didn’t need any-
one to conquer death for Him because He already had power over death. Death is the punishment for our 
sins, but because Jesus never sinned, never did a single thing wrong, His sacrifice paid for the sins of the 
whole world. He died for every lie I’ve ever told, every hurtful thing I have ever done. Because He lives, He 
can forgive our sins and give us new life!! 
 
So when your families have an egg hunt they will direct you to the back yard or wherever those eggs have 
been hidden. You will look for the eggs where they can be found.  
 
For centuries people looked and failed to find the body of Jesus. There is some speculation as to where His 
tomb may be, and perhaps they are right. But if you visit that tomb, you won’t see Jesus. He is not dead. He 
is risen! Shortly after Jesus rose from the grave, He returned to His home in Heaven. Not long after that 
He sent His spirit to live in the hearts of those who believe in Him. Anyone who believes that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God who died for sins, can receive the Holy Spirit. As the angel said, Jesus is among the 
living! He lives in the hearts of His people and is still changing and saving lives today  
 
If you have never “found” Jesus for yourself, then today is the day to invite Him into your heart and make 
Him your Savior. Jesus is not dead. He is alive and lives in the hearts of those who love Him. I hope you will 
look for Jesus while he may be found. Pray this simple prayer. Lord Jesus, I am a sinner. Thank you for dying for 
my sins. Come into my heart and take away my sins. Fill me with your Holy Spirit and change me. I want to follow 
you for the rest of my life. Thank you for being my forever friend. 
 

Deb Somody, Interim Direct� of Children’s  Ministry 

Seniors Lunch—Tuesday, April 4, at noon—The program for April is “Book Talk.” Come prepared to 
show and/or talk about your all-time favorite book, and share what was special about it to you. For details, 
contact Pastor Chuck. As always, bring a friend, and food to share with the group. 
 

Mariners Breakfast—Tuesday, April 11, at 9 am—Our breakfast in April will be at Perkins Restaurant 
(696 County Road DW, in New Brighton). 
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Getting To know Our Supported Missionaries 
 

Since February, we have been re-introducing our Elim missionaries and their ministries to you. This month 
we meet Scott and Debb (last name omitted for security reasons) and their family. 
 

Scott grew up in central Minnesota and Debb grew up in the Chicago and Milwaukee suburbs.  They are 
grateful to have Christian parents who were instrumental to leading them to the Lord at early ages.  
Scott and Debb met as freshmen at Trinity College in Deerfield, IL.  They were married in August of 1997, 
and joined PIONEERS as missionaries in 1998.  They left for Central Asia in 2000 to work on a church 
planting team among the Dungan, a minority Chinese Muslim people group related to the Hui people of 
China.  In 2002 they were appointed team leaders.  Later, they would serve as Area Leaders for church 
planting teams in three Central Asian countries. 
 

During their time in Central Asia, their team realized that the Dungan people are oral preference learners.  
In order to best communicate God’s Word to the Dungan, they used a storytelling approach to sharing the 
Bible.  It was exciting to see their local friends engage with the message of God’s Word through stories. 
 

In 2012, Scott and Debb moved back to the U.S.  That fall Scott was asked to take a role as an Orality 
Coach.  For several years now, Scott has been training church planting teams how to share the Gospel 
among oral communicators.  Many times he is working with people groups that have no Bible, and maybe 
even no written language.  Scott has travelled to Central Asia, North Africa, the Middle East, and Island SE 
Asia over the past four years to coach church planting teams. 
 

Scott and Debb have four children. Emily (11-24-99), Anna (7-10-01), Scott Michael (6-11-03), and Caleb   
(2-27-07).  They reside in Cokato, Minnesota.  

Page 6 The Forecaster 

Welcome to Spring at Elim Preschool 
 

Our Spring break was enjoyed by all and as we enter into the last 2 months of pre-
school, there are so many reminders as to why we are here and how we all love 
and nurture God’s children. The teachers and I are so grateful for such a loving, 
moving, happy and curious group of little people everyday. They keep us young with 
their curiosity and happiness.  
 

As we continue to learn about new life and spring, we are reminded of the beauty that exists outdoors as 
well. We will continue to plant seeds, play at the park, take walks and explore as long as we are here at 
preschool.  The children have learned so much about new life and the love that Jesus has for all of us.  
 

We will have so much fun celebrating The Week of The Young Child, with fun dances, games and activities 
sprinkled into our already busy days! I have started putting up pictures of our events in the back hallway off 
the parking lot. Our last event was Dads, Donuts and Dancing, and it was a big hit! Take a look at the fun 
pictures of our kids and their daddies! it was so much fun! Enjoy the beauty of this wonderful month.   
 

Miche#e Espelien, Elim P%eschool Direct� 
 

Phone Number Update (Don and Jan Heide) 
 

Don and Jan Heide are getting rid of their land line.  Instead, they will be using their cell 
phones exclusively.  Contact the church office for their new info. 
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Pastoral Search Team Update 
 

We are reaching the one year mark in our search for the next Lead Pastor of Elim Church. Along the way 
we have listened carefully to the congregation, to the pastoral staff, to the Leadership Team, and to each 
other. We have had conversations via e-mail, phone, Skype, and in person with women and men doing min-
istry around the country and abroad who are open to the Lord’s leading. In the end, one applicant stood 
out among all of them, a remarkable young man whose heart for ministry is so much like the heart of Elim.  
 
The Search Team recommends to the congregation that Paul Stephen Olson be our next Lead Pastor. On 
April 8th and 9th, Palm Sunday weekend, Paul will be candidating at Elim. He will be here with his wife, 
Heather, and their four children to meet with us, bring a message from God’s Word, and join us in the dis-
cernment process. There is much more to say about Paul and the way the Lord has prepared him for this 
moment. Watch for details in the Elim Newsflash, the bulletin, and your mailbox, and feel free to talk to 
any of us in person.  
 
Blessings for the days ahead from the Elim Search Team. 
 

Suzanne Dahl, Be' Dischinger, Don Heide, Al Inga#s, 
Jim Ke#ey, Brian Turnquist, David Walden, Kristin Wilson  

Helper Wanted This Summer! 
 

We are looking for at least 3 volunteers for the summer in the 2-5s class. Do you like teaching, playing, 
singing, and being silly? We have a fun and fantastic group of 2-5 year olds who are excited about learning 
and growing. Please send Kiah an email at kiah@elimchurch.com if you know you can serve at least 3 hours 
this summer. Kiah will train you in and have you prepared to lead these guys. You won’t be alone, as you 
will have an experienced “big kid helper” working with you. You would need to give only 1 hour of your 
time in May, June, and July plus the training that will happen in April or early May. Come experience the joy 
of serving the little ones as your serve the Lord.  
 

Kiah Andersen, Early Childhood Direct� 

ECY Update 
 

ECY had a great March !  From Dares from Jesus in Sunday School we have been reminded of real, practical 
truths found in God’s Word that challenge us to act differently.   On Wednesday, March 1st, we attended 
an Ash Wednesday service with youth from other churches opening the season of Lent.  Other Wednes-
days we have introduced new large games, learned of “Losers” in the Bible used by God to do amazing 
things!  At the end of March we went together to WhirlyBall and enjoyed some bumper car mayhem! 
  
We can look forward to more spiritual growth and physical fun!  In April, ECY will host Journey to the Cross 
during Holy Week, inviting our parents and friends from NES. May 5-6 has been reserved at Ham Lake 
Camp for an overnight retreat! The plan is to start to think more intentionally for our mission trip July 2-8.  
  
ECY is excited, along with all of Elim, to hear from Paul Olson, pastor candidate!  A big “thank you” from 
ECY to all of the Search Team for their commitment and effort in bringing Paul to candidate on Palm Sun-
day weekend!!  YAY! 
 

Rick Dischinger, Interim Direct� of You' Ministry  



JOURNEY TO THE CROSS 
HOLY WEEK 2017 

Palm Sunday—April 9 
We will enjoy a full morning together as pastoral candidate Paul Olson makes brief visits to each 
Sunday School class (including ECY and Hope Avenue).  At 10:30 am, join us in worship as we pre-
pare our hearts for Jesus’ journey to the cross. Paul Olson will give the sermon and together we 
will enjoy communion and the preschool children leading us in a procession with the waving of 
palm branches and singing, “Here Comes Jesus on a Donkey.”   

All-Church Devotional 
Staff and leaders from Elim have written a devotional for Holy Week that you are invited to use as 
an individual, family, or group. 

Prayer For The Church—April 10-14 
Every day at Noon during Holy Week, come join others from Elim as we gather in the Lounge for 
homemade soup/warm bread and a time of prayer and reflection.   

Journey To The Cross Display—April 12-15 
Elim will host “Journey To The Cross” once again this year. This is an experiential, self-guided con-
templative tour through the last week of Jesus’ life and ministry here on earth. You will experience 
the full humanity of Jesus as he is betrayed, unjustly tried, crucified and buried. Taste the bread 
broken for you at the Last Supper and pray with Jesus in Gethsemane. Feel the pain of the sin that 
led Jesus to the cross and the cold stone that sealed his tomb. “Journey To The Cross” will be 
open from 6-8:30 pm, Wednesday through Saturday. Use “Journey To The Cross” as a time to  
remember the week of Christ’s passion.  Plan to spend a total of roughly 30-40 minutes in going 
through the 12 stations, starting on the Atrium level. 

Good Friday Service —April 14 
You are invited to come to the cross at 7:00 pm as we experience together Christ’s crucifixion 
and death on our behalf. A nursery will be provided for your small ones.  

Easter Sunday—April 16 
“Christ is Risen!” will resonate throughout our church and lives as we celebrate and encounter 
afresh the Christ of the Resurrection! The morning will kick off with an enhanced coffee time at 
10:00 with specialty breads and fruit. During the service, we will celebrate our new life in Christ 
through praise and worship. The Elementary children will be playing the bells to “Christ the Lord  
is Risen Today” and also doing choreography and dance to “Jesus is Alive.” There will be children’s 
church, preschool classes and nursery this morning.  


